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Pugnacious^ 8tern> ann'd cap-i-pie, 
The paragon of chivalry^ 

His spirit dances 
To hear the trumpet^s battling sound. 
And bid his steel-clad charger bound 

Amid the lances. 

The strenuous idleness which sometimes 
persuades a man that by vigorous exertion of 
the body he can dissipate the listlessness and 
discontent of the mind^ had induced Sir Giles 
Hungerford of the Tor to call up bis nephew, 
Poyns Dudley, who had for some time past 

TOIi. X. B 



2 TB^rq^-nii^^ 

acted as Ui« aqi^eir m^ IbP j^^f&^ Hmj tP> «ev 
company bi|ii in a^ nipan^n^e liiialk* Wh^ t^be^ 

4 

latter heard th^ tpUing (^ the matin ,b^, loid: 
saw by a glance at the. window th(^ /^yery 
object without was enshrouded, in a thick and 
drizzling fog, be could not avoid shrugging )m[ 
shoulders;, but^a^ he knew that it was^s^Hne*^ 
whatpqrijaus to reason with the Orders of so 
stern a disciplinarian as his uncle^ he threw a 
clqak.of Kirkby Ken4al over hiAback, and pre*, 
p^jced to obey ia silence. Forth they accord*- 
ingly issued into the. streets of Calais,, and 
the sound of dieir footsteps reaching the guard 
at the JtffUxtem Gate ere their forms. could be 
recpgilized, t^ey were, roughly jebaUenged :as 
they approached. Wrapped, in his own me- 
ditationsy Sir Giles noticed not the voices of the . 
sentinels^ or else disdained reply, for which .per- 
haps be might have been rewarded with a shot 
froma cross.bow, ba4 not bis oca>p.au«n ^v 
clsumed*T^*^ Stand asidci, soldiers, far the go- 
vernor I '' At these woi^ the -guaifd feU bade 
on eitj^^ . iside^ respectfully luting him. as he 
passed beneath tb^ gate, wl|pse, vaulted drch . 



«^t 



cf^lsed to i^udya d^gt^, that"^e4nlstb6k Ms 

kw^ in the salt w&t^.*^ JSfiotHn^ tfant op. 
pDfili^il<;mid^<i)fficufI^of^in^s^t did but in- 
creak the bfcsfthia^y'^f <^bl« 'j^r^)0S^j Btidiey' 
fbUy Mpected to see hkft Uttde'^fotwkfd, 'kad 

iflhig/ jh «i^ 6f fi^ h^V)r1)o6!te) MiiA tte loose 
AaKtle'whicli h^ h^ ^oQiM tound bk^anhir; 
Imt ^ Ictiight f6rbJiikteSy 'i^fi^lVed to bOrit(uer 
tfej fi^'in^ead^dP^tfife ^,^tfrtid, ttitiMtf^ about 
iffdukit^ tittering^ a : ^f^bte, ' r^«rwe^ fiist-en- 
de^^iers ar groping out "the passage to the 

'^eSfJ^dy to^thfe litl3e liidderit, he hii^fie^' 
perfectly indifferent' as to wbieh way He should 
walk ; 'bot, ne^ that aniatt^mjrt bcul-been made 
to'-'itiwart h& Ji^gii^l 4l^ign, he wouid have 
petflSed his life -ten timeft oirer^-iipoa its final 
aeoofiifd(dimel^t« Of a Restless ^and ^ify tenv- 
pei^etit," whos^^hative -eitmeht seenied to be 



4 x9%.TenunjL* 

iimidi tbei tkhrf^g^^ .wptaxfB^ the cladiin^ ot 
tvorda^ and aU'dtejiipnoavftedrtufiiioil 'of iiwr 
he hated the boneuioble post iliat had- been ik- 
ipgfied to hiin>at! GoYemor of die Xiaaitmi Gate 
of Galaia^ beeause Hwas deemed indoaeastent 
vithJiM fd^ky that her> shoiiki< Join those fre* 
qu0Dt exqpiedtlienS'jiAto .'theiJFreDch.pale, even 
iipta tthe'wafiajof ifiouibgne^ whsch^ howeivvr 
predatory in their object, were of so hazardous 
ar^ nature )4is seldom. 'ta^bejiunaoBOnipanied by 
sorae- of those, advientur^^t ambushes^ and sur- 
ptAwn wbi^hnam peoiUiaElj: ^stijibubiting to a 
warlike /and* chirahDus mind,. • Bven « state of 

I 

peaoe^^he- rough tilts, and. tournaibfntB of whieh 
sffoided S0cnei>eo0ipcnaati0n*lbr the. pleasures 
of ureal h^tilitlilis, aod lalkm^d'rliim at all events 
jtormsk^ wafiu/pelai tte.bcsEiats of die field, and 
i^ve^ in hi^ .own jiaUsi w^s hfid » infinitely pre- 
fmsM^ > tfi . l\h . p;!tei9efit exbtence, ia > >v<bieb be 
wfiA ^ity^^taaitolized .^th the; jn^^qaect of en. 
terpviaas, maiiKthing out against the ^fbe with 
Imnq^r.and ti^utttpe^i widle h&hioiself wastcon- 
jdemsiedT^ c^nmn JugkMi^iislyiwilihhi tibi^ mtS» 
of Gaki»p:i/3iiQr^ ^nd' like .hia, .thus ieet^haf 
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desoriptilmoaipefaiBdiaBaigKatcidlistfaaQl^^ wid 
afl^ iTthtltdP absbnte lafi^ tAtitaimoiBAy antagonist, 
therife irMaodb&lttfle wativbuAhj^ eiwh in foilb% 
Ihe.lc^ herpuvaned'hw.varf to the |iier^ with as 
dogged.a resolution as if lie we7a'pve]^ng 

r 

to run a lilt ^ragdnit • an • 'laiyfisawif' io' the bar* 
riens or prieasii^ haw Ad to Intercept airetr^at^ 
ingtfoew- . -I- * -^ - • ^ ' 

Not runthoixt; difficulty did he at.kmt aiioeeed; 
aoftd w>eitrust'it<will> net be ikemed ^derogatory 
io his knightly tdigaitfyOOiisidtRing^ the morbid 
atate of his mind, wbra we record that eyen this 
petty tadam]dii woateiijoyed >wilh a^'SaftkEnotion 
aitcqpether 4&pnGi|x)rtioiEate! to ther aehieviemeiit. 
With sua tsrect flgorey a firm footstep^ and a 
brisk paceyas ifeaciattiiig iilii hfo'victory; did Sit 
Oites stalk ijaleikig the woodeflfway^ keeping, 
howeirdr^ close to^the ranq^irt^ lest;' io'the den- 
sity of tbe asr^ he might, by a^gtefalse foot- 
»ti^, ratable tbe sea to triafnph ovter the con- 
queror of tiaie'^fDg. S^ humflinting was tbe 
tbooght off'Soeh'an'ignol^ o(»sekisaoii to Ms 
expeictiliim, that When, by hiii own calculation ^of 
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th« ^stikiieiBy hc^^tisider^d hitmelf 46 be prefly 

near^ th» eatxwiity ^ the pitsr, lie sased thfe 

excuse df « b^Kneh fdir termkiaiii^fais vmlk^ and 

«eat«d!'kiiase]f upoait; wh3e His- squire leaned 

ovei^-the ]>arBflet at his sfde, endeavouring to 

^t^ a glimpse of the water 'beneath,- since the 

whdle-'to^i ^f'ftjB'e^^let^ly shrouded* from his 
view. . i- . > 

Invisible however as it was, there were vari- 

ous sounds thiyt suffieientjly tttS^sted the inone- 

diate vicinity of & populous- dt^. ^ The matin 

beUs of the diffin«litr>c%ttrche8 and » contents had 

not yet entirely ceased tolHilg ; the voices of sol- 

diers ca^iiig to their;c9H4p^nipius,jwhqi?Ei the' fog 

prevented theiB^fi^msgekig') the sliriH noise of 

the muster-trumpet, the cKeiers of a 'party of 

eattoTiS hi.'tbeiha£bout<beitfviiigta fishing* vessei 

down the beadt, and the harah) giving of ilB 

keel over. Jlie atones, were fiiaogkd with the 

oalm goggling and p<i|ifdiBg of tlie waves • as 

they .WBT^ parted' by. rthe'piks,fltnd floiMted ot^ 

.wavds bene^th^'the pieir upmx^ wMeh Sip 641es 

was seized* .Though. thH'e t wae- ntHhiog very 

harBdooioiis io. thi» eimibuiiEtioii <rf' eouildii'it 
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ifipr h^f^ £Mr 9>9^ ttnne lec^ifiof them into bis 

ral^ 4|im thloj^ipg, in a, spef^^sr of . oompla^ent 
i^9tarAati(|i|^ .Ii^ben^ a sentiii^l ^tf^io^ed at ,the 
eKtremity 4:>f;. t^ pier> begiui to oh^r . bU vm^. 
g^iary soUtudoT-rfor tj^ ^ co^pplf^y hiji Mfi 
neighbours — ^by rtiiking up in a hoarse voH)e 
tl^, §r§t, vf^i^ Qf( a I3bew l^ad, wbiahiWM at 
ib^ tiTa^,\&£j {ppiUfur ampng itbe military ad* 
vcAtur^rs to Franoe. 

'. w i(¥ Tiie'RiHMi^vfliiiitaJVatittiBpri^^ 
AJiQJighty Gyd hiia tl^ther bring^ 
And save this Flower which is our King, 
• Thi^ Roie, this Hose, tltis royri Hose, 
, t . Whiehifrealled a noble 'things 

The Flower g^ EngUnd^ and Soldier King/' 

<- Slither iHn^edjal^ faeingutbua aroused hoia a 
more plaadj mood tbm he bad recently been 
ill the balHl, <rf:^njoying, or indignant at tbo 
«eei9iii]^diatespect:of ;i]b6i soldier m preeummg 
to. tis^: before r his i commander, aHbough the 
nifOi was :iit^^y uoconsoious' of bemg within 
ear^sbcMb'Ofrseraugttst a ^persotage. Six Giles 
called ^ont).!^ a'StevR.l^oiee-^^HoUo^ sbvah aen- 
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finelf is this' the silence you are c6imnati<}ecl to 
observe upon' duty? *Ware the gauntlc^ and 
the Httle-ease, thou noisy 'brawler*!^ The 
poor fellbw, who' probably recogiiized the voice 
of the governor of the gate thus coming upon 
him as if it were from the clouds, was appa^ 
rently not a httle astounded at the circum- 
stance, for he instantly 6tosed his song-— nothing 
but' his footsteps being how heai^d as he paced 
up and down upon his post with increased dili- 
gence and energy. ' 

By this time the sun, idiich had been slowly 
wading upwards through the sea-mist, had 
attained power enough to shoot his first ray 
upon the top of the watch-tower of Calais, 
where the guard of biH-men were seen moving 
backwards. and forwards, their arms glancing 

in the light, and the alaruin-bell, as well as the 
• '- ■ * ' • 

ciittall, or short piece of ordnance, which they 

Wer6 to discharge upon discovery of an enemy, 

becoriiing ' now distinctly visible; while the 

^bistened banner, that surfounded the whole, 

hung'iri the calm air, clin^ng to tlf^ flag-staffi 

Tfi^ bhurcbe^ of St. Nkliolas and 'Notre Daine 
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n^xt emerged. to sights &Qd other of the loftier 
buildings gradually and. slowly devieloped them- 
selves, while the rest of the toiiti^ still remained 
wrapped in a hovering doud of fog, which 
seemed loth to abandon the possession it had 
obtained of the dwelliiig-houses, until a sudden 
and smart breeze^ setting in from the sea, rolled 
it up like a curtain, and revealed the whole 
cheerful town of Calais glittering in the sun, 
and standing out in bright relief against the 
blue sky. Sir Giles had. gazed upon it for some 
time without speaking, when his attention being 
attracted by a flapping sound behind him, he 
looked round, and beheld the new flag, which 
had been planted at the extremity of the pier, 
unfurling itself at full length upon the wind, 
and disclosing the woids *^ Henricus VIII.^ 
which were embroidered upon it in large let- 
ters of gold. ** Dudley," said the knight, 
aft^ he had attentively examined the arms 
above this inscription, *^ I am no herald, no 
blazc»er of bearings; I know that the kiiig-s 
standaird gives a ted dragon; I know the 
((uarterings and the, oognizaace of the Hiin- 

B 6 ' 
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gerfords, and tliftt bur pteserxt fibieki wbb 
Bumed when one of my ancestore took prisoner 
the Duke 6f Orfeam, and biult Ftrleigh Gas tie 
with his ransbm-money ; but, as nly herakUe 
ridU carried me ao further, I would ffiiii 
know the meaning of yonder bearing in tbe 
royal arrnft^ whi^h iaethinks ^y were not 
wont to pveJ^ 

"Tte i^d't^^se^'Slr,'' replied Dudley, ^is 
the favourite symbol of our royal master ; >it 
was worn by the Emperor Maximilian, as his 
ydiJ^teet soldiery at' the si^e of' Tetiouenn^ 
and it i^ Ibete^ united wsjth the wbite^ to 
prot o ■■ * ^ ,•..■-. 

« Tut, boy r .interrupted the knight tartly, 
^^ Thou^ no detk in irucfa .matters, I am not 
quite a dotterel. Had I not -learnt as muck 
from the baOad of yoiider hoarse knave, there 
is scarce a butterwiie. in England but could 
have toAi^l mt^ thia gols^^s lore.**^ 

^^ If you mean the device: of the portct^s^^^ 
Msuined 'Dufiley, ^^it imporlis the descent ^ 
bts gvace^from die House of Lancast^,^* that 
h^anoig having b^ea origkiaUy assumed' by 



tt^Oi<^ Gr^^tit v^^Q .his QOQcpbinfij Catbarine 
'^tPfibal yi^^T^ttety^ 9g9tin imterpoted Sir 



' I'l 



G^^ mth ipcteased petulancei — *^jou ure 
still wi4e of the mark^ so prytbee $pfu*e your 
speech, fiave^ I not Been enough of this badge 
in the late I^og's chapel at Westminster, to 
know its impcMTt ?" 

- ^ FeAeij^f &e% you m^n the bearing of the 
fide^n in lhe.fetter4ock.^' 
:! 'Aa the knight nodded his head in sUenee, 
,^iiqittrecoiltinued : — *^ This is doubtlesa given 
to j»ro¥e his bighnesa^ja descent from both 
houses, as it was the cognizance of Edmund of 
Loagjey, Duke of York. ^ May I venture to 
]|£U|uire9 Sir Gfles, why it seems so particularly 
|o arresit your atleiitiM ?^ 

^^ JBecause it is an emblem of my own fale,^ 
replied the knight with «ome fierceness. ^* What 
am I, chained donhi mxd imprisoned in this ao- 
eur^ gate of Calais, when I would fiun be 
tilting atVfull gallop to dash my spear into the 
thtoatfi oi the binges enemies, — what am I, 
ednd^nned to sit tlsU'whai the trumpet sounds 



6i 
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to Stirrup and standard, wjbile the blood.liHDUs 
in my veins, and my very aword n rea^y tQ 
kap from its scabbard as I lay my band upm 
its hilt,— what am I, I say, bijt a falcon in the 
fetter-locks?'' 

Your present inactivity," said the sqniret 

is but the honourable penance imposed upon 
you for your former exploits ; for Sir Qilbert 
Talbot, the king's deputy, knows too well the 
value of the good town entrusted to him, to 
send his best lance out of Calais upon such light 
and freebooting expeditions as those that have 
lately sallied from our gates. Charlemagne did 
not draw his trusty sword Joyeu^ noj: were 
Morglay, Durindana,. or Excalibar unsheathed 
from their scabbards, Dnles3 wben the dignity 
of the enemy and the occlusion war)*aated their 
employment.^ 

'* Buzz, boy ! ^ell not me, npr hope to wheedle 
me with glosing flatteries as If. thou wert t|tlk- 
ing to a popinjay. Little boot? it the itoiH^t- 
arms to have a war-horse too precioin to be 
spurred among the spears ; and small need haa 
the king of knights and lances whom he f^ars to 
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eepose to tWpiish' xjf a iPrenchman's sword. I 
vUl thee, Foyns, It is no one who has set the 
faldon in the fetter-locks hut Sir Gilbert Tal- 
hot : it is the paltry jealousy of the king's 
deputy that makes my sword rust within its 
yeabbard ; and if I had but a fait excuse for 
aiitiing it at his bosom, and washing it in his 

blood "" 

'■- " Not soloiid, Sir, I beseech you,^ cried the 
squire : '* see you not that yonder sentinel has 
grounded his caliver, and, while he seems to be 
busied with his flake and touch-box, is evidently 
listening to our speech ?^ 

*^ Foul fidl the croaking knave !'' exclaimed 
the kni^t in a still louder key ; *^ is it meet 
that Sr Giles 'Hungerford of the Tor, who 
had broken a lance upon the king^s skull-cap, 
should fear to> wag his tongue before one of his 
own followers and vassals. Between me and 
€Sod, Dudley, it makes my heart weep blood to 
tbMc'that I should' be thus hooded and mewed 
v^ wheoi my very soul pants to be flying at the 
gwne.^ 

*• Under favour. Sir Giles, I venture to say 



I 
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that Mb g^race's cteputy wouU J)rove»bkKi8elf 
but E wild aud.thrift\esft fttlocmeiV w«re be to i^ 
his inost trniiy bird at the^aurrion ovows. - UH 
but the pheasant or the ccane-Bpread wing wkh* 
ia the mi^rcby and i waitaut me Sir GUbert 
Talbot kootws where to find the soar4kIoe^ 
without. locdiiog at. his vervails^ that will. strike 
them presently to the ground.'' 

** Now, marry then/' quoth Sir Cffles, ^* God 
speed the good; day^ and •amen to the bai^k of 
the sayingi* - . .- i . . " • • 

-Seeing -soldiers adv)aiuing!al6ng the plier to 
relieve the guard, the knija^ht arose and s^ked 
toamrdS'thtt haiboiir wifth faosjilsiHil stately step; 
siill^: howsv«r, im. so/utigraoioufi a tnood^ or 
more probab^ so i^bsorbed in • his own contemn 
pbtionS)' asnot teikQtao^'theairchers who saluK 
ted him a$ he passed^ or to utter a single syUaP 
ble to bis companioBy itatil they reached ithe 
beacb of the inner. haVen, whaai they wete star- 
tled iby tbe shrill sound of a trumpet, whidt 
although i.t< wils blown^ from the iiiterior of the 
towQ, reverberated sharply from the wattfiy tt¥]r 
iim jiant^m-gate that fronted them. Sir GJtes^i 



oiMaittniaBee became amiwpted. si die warlilce 
fSQtomcMiy and Jie-Cfai^ up his h^ad, IbjoA infla^ 
tedxfais Hostrilfiv and -looked-ikrediy tfrouiid, Oi 
ifito aapertem itKiufiMDiag. .>i 

*f ^ That is iiiack JBoitghloii'«( tipampet of the 
adventurecs,^ add Dudley; '^ nobody elw haA 
8a:8to>hg^ a iiipeath: he is blowiiig to bofie and 
harness, and a mertympmiiig'twSlilbfiyibaTe 
fw^ galiop into th^ Ffcndi pale.'^ 

/^.7%e adt;entaireri' ar^ .ttot such a tude 
rabblement, as I have sometimes heavd thett 
termed^'^ Yepiijsd the knight * ^ > Th^ pte stir* 
m%g And-jdaoatdess dbets, eitbibr< by day or by 
nig^, da SOL lambiMifa tit 'an ofien field ; and 
diou|^ they have txeither nobleman's badge 
upni their ahooldeiT, hoi^ ktng's oognisance upon 
tjieii^ flag, thef luiTel wrought ^s «ore daii^age tor 
the iFrcfloch^ as many a belted knight with bis* 
tcaindd archers and bameased men-at-arms.'^' 

'^Acs tbey approached^ they observed men nin« 
afiigyHn 4V'hui«ied manner, towards the inteHor 
of' tb^ Mwn, and heard kmd and coiifused cries 
in Ihedifectidti «i^ the mirhetiplace ; when, apotf 
retfi&agt the gale, the seit^ntlof -the guaid 
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informed Sir Giles, that one of the adventurers 
liad just ridden into the market-place, grievous- 
ly wcuinded; and had . declared to the populace, 
that the .^bo)e ^ his -companions having fallen 
into an ambush, and surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war, were no sooner disarmed than 
they had been set upon^ and barbarously mas- 
sacred by the o^mmon people and peasantry; 
he himself having accidentally escaped, and 
being the sole survivor of the expedition which 
had marched out of Calais on the previous 
morning. 

^^ Murdered in cold blood, and after being 
di^aruied T exclaimed Sir. Giles, colpuring with 
fiery im^goation, and instinctively grasping the 
pup»mel of his sword-r" This is a wild and im- 
probab^ tiale ; some^gQssip^s invention altogeljier, 
or the exaggeration of this craven runaway, 
frightened at the sight of his own blood. .Fetch 
me the fellow,^ Dudley, to the guard»rocttn, 
that I may question him myself; for if his 
tidings be sooth, be^hr^w me if the falcon will 
not- rather burst his fetter-locHs and fly, than 
be, coo|)ed within the mew till he eat his heart.^V 



T^e adVdntureA art desciribed' by a oootem- 
porary iiistoHatt^ ii '^ a'cettalh number of wild 
p^r^ons,^ ks men otit of service, and apprentiees 
that ran from tlieir magterd, and other idk 
persoiis/ who d^fed tiie l6rd admilsd (wbo 
also 'commanded the army) that they nrig^ be 
retiianed in the Mng's wages: to whom he an- 
swered, that the king hdd appmtoted the number 
bf^ch' as should have wages, wtiich was ftilly 
oomptete ; knd adtised tlt^m to return into Stfq||;« 
l^d; and not io Ibiter 'in Calais. Th^i said 
a tall yeoman — ' My lord, there be many good^ 
fffiows that with your ^vdiir woidd jeoptird to 
get^dr^dise^, fbrtiidfr'^bkiidid «o be teveikg^ on 
the PrencK&eiiy ^ettiid§'t6 '{he' kit^. tthd \A^ 
tm^y' ^GrfkA iellbt^; 'sai&^tfie tord admiral, 
* dicar mhia^ b^gdod, T>ttt if, fi*'laek of con-: 
dikt, fliey ^oWld be' iaftt eckik% il ii^^re a Ibai 
t6 t!ie'^king,^an<l^ k ^eat toumge'^ {he Frenofah* 
mib.* ^hen aH the* cdmpatiy cried, *Let ut 
gi>;' in' tHe lifitoie df Ckid and S*int Oeofrge P 
Then^'aft^^t cfbiirisel tkketr,* tie^gatb thema pen-' 
non of ?»ant ^(Sre6i^gfe, and We tHem adyetitur^, 
(of'^i^hicfi'^th^y ^ekte' ^lietf-^adventurirs,) '^A-' 
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further bade tfemy th«t if thty got any bgoty, 
they ahaald efvet bring>k to the «ii^, and-tbey 
■hould be paid to the ttttenBostc ond-tllsalif 
f^vetham rnaney, HoAeommMisd them Wea^ 
pons^ aad bd thevM adventurciTs, four hundred 
in nunbor and move, aet fnrvard be&Nv the 
ho«t." 

AlthoQgfa 'it IB evident, from the above 
deecnpti{iD> tliat theoe ' dcEperadoes were liittle 
bMter than. robbHs^ Deeverc,' «id freebootore^ 
theodTenturen had ngnaljEod titoiiMlTes b}t 
tereral' toest daring and sviscesaM expkals; 
goouriB^ the aamy?g country, even up to the 
walb of dieit fortified townsj-and not s^iim 
entuhini; tismselTes vhilr they were acting jw 
feraig^H-'Wrecomoctcxing parties liir the kiBg'a 
anny. Aecoiding- to^liiie. bn^rarDus pisicipiles 
optkf winiih var was then eonductedj the i»h 
aobss taken Sm bsttte were acAi as -^aves, if 
tbey were too poor to luuiaot* tbemidTOs ; aod 
iSthough avarice was thus added to tfa« ordi- 
oaij incentives to hostility, tt is |»«btible that 
itnrthCT mil^Rted thaBiocreas^ ^e&ni^oi 
war&Ire, bj Dcoauifiiihg owiy cqptivea to he 
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spai«d in the bope of TOMtti^ irfaoselivira 
«ytUerWifle hitn^ beeai mmSuxA ta Am «Bgry 
paaaotis^bf the'inooiefit. 

On the mombgi (wevkms. to dmt on wlikb 
oar Iu8tx»7!OQiiiiheiia^Oa{)tamBi^arft^ 
the leaders' sf i^ advenUuxn^ callii^< together 
his own company* remifided them that as th^ 
hed.iK) wagtit fwai tlie hingi they wete only 
saffjpcnrted bf 'Ae pluoder or vaa^om. of bb 
eiMfties^ iuiid^9«tJieyfaad[ever.}MKl|;(l0dchaaM 
m all theiti ealtt!piraie% fiMpesed that . they 
shqioid ' boldly ; seUy fectb by themsfilves . to. aae 
what Qpd would send tbeil^, vhieh be doubted 
noti wl>ii|d*be su^icieiit tp Imppl^ them with 
neisrytiMftkiti^ alwl> gei^- cheer for some months 
la eotne* To^-^iie daruog enlerprise bis little 
band, :tii$ stout i tnd; hardy ro^ «» ever seirved 
pritice or ($afitM%ebe0HiAly yielded their assent, 
i^d tiWtAi they aecordin^ «allied, ^^^ossiof^ the 
mi^shes, eotertng the Frensh pa^ and.paessiiig 
forWai^ fiithouft halt^ tHI tbey'«aiae to theiidli. 
h^ of Ouaste^ Habere l^^ 4^ok.a large aad 
vakialde booty of cattle that had beea collected 
ibr the supply y«f; Bwic^eh . Tbe yiUag^^ 
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were too midch acocustmied to the iiieuraonB.of 
these active de»peiradoe0> 4o thiok of ^offering 
resistance, or to be unprdvided vith the oieaoit 
of raising an alarm« The hue-rimd-cyy was 
soon spread, and two hundred horsem^d of the 
garri^n ofBoulogne^ who were comiag forward 
to protect the convoy of cattle, g^oping^ up to 
the sound with great cries, presently envivoned 
the little band of Englishmen, sp that thej 
could neither escape to their own pale» nor 6ght 
against such superior numbers and a mounted 
enemy^ with the sniaUest probabilijty of success. 
Seeing the futility of resistimce, C^tain Brear^ 
tan called out to the captain of the Frenchmen.: 
— ^^ Sir, I am a gentleman, and this enteipriae 
is mine. I have brought these gpoA fellows 
into thi9 jeopardy, wherefore I deknand quarter 
for them, and we yie^d us all your prison^s.'* 

The French captain received the proposition 
with great courtesy, desiring .his tisoop to^dis* 
mount and disarm their prisoners. While they 
were thus occupied, the peasants and dburla of 
the country, but mostly from the village of 
Ouaste, gathered round them in considerabfe 
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ttumbers,^ ttfetittg'tc^ buy tbe-Etiglishmen that 

mett tak^B/hi^licf, ais «cxm as the barg^n was 

eOBoIuded^^t^eaecorditigly delrrered to them, 

aad th^ei m€« of war rode away. No sooner, 

howe^e«f , were they over the hills and but of 

sight, than the tilteins, ias die country people 

were then indfecrhninafdy called, and who in 

the^ presient instance abundantly justified the 

ap(^Iicatii)ti of the word in its worst modern 

aoceptafi<H), feH yip6n ikte defenceless EhgKsh- 

Aseti^^iil pStes, faffpeMn^ etnd kdiVes, ^ and cut 

^iem'^iii Jpiecfes,"' gfeyi the historian, '* the most 

shamefully thit ever was seen:" — an enormity 

ia wluch tliey ^ete prbKAly iinpelled in order 

Wf&mnge thc^'Iosses' they had sustmned from 

thfis incessant attacks of tHese marauders; or 

p«4iapsy ffbtti ai-gdirig that as tliey were not 

recogiils^' SoIdiers,^ they were no more entitled 

tx^' flMrduslMitfi^ forbearances of War than 

{^al^ arid^liighway robbers. 

'' 'JUfhough grfevou^ljr wounded, one of the 

tai£ditiii»a^^ adventtirers had contrived to escape 

to th# -Midst of ^^aSr^, arid conceal himself 

i!k'imtt& bushes, wlif^'e^he Idy perdu till night- 



fall, end then finding hSsvttcy to Cabds, had 
entered h on the fallowiiig morfihig, and re- 
latfng to the amemUed populace of the market- 
place the tragical fate of his companions, had 
oecaaoned the clamour and disturbance, and the 
sounding to harness of Black Boughton*s trum- 
pet, Which we hare already described. This 
solitary surrivor of the vhole party, that had 
sallied forth on the preceding morning with 
such confidence of success, tras doytducted by 
Poyns Dudley, agreeably to the orders he had 
received, to the guard-house, tlie* infitriated 
mob ft>IIowing tumultuously at his heels, the 
women compassionately crying out for a sur^ 
geon to dress his wounds, and the men with 
deep curses vowing vengeance against the vrU 
leins who had inilieted them. In this manner 
he was conducted into the presence of Sir Giles, 
his grisly appearance sufBciently attesting the 
veracity of his statement. The ghastliness oc- 
casioned by his loss of blood, by the horror of 
the scene he had witnessed, and by the suf- 
ferings and terroj of a sleepless night, was 
rendered more conspicuously appalling by the 
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goi^ with whicU tbe grjptter {xost qf his figure 
was de^ly 4y^i apd which contrasted bide- 
ouslj with his wan an^ hffSCir^ couateiianoe« 
While under the hands of.^Ae.gui^ecm of the 
troops^ he related the particolais of the xnas^ 
sacre exactly as Ibey had occurred ; nor would 
it, n»leed, have been easy to exaggera^ the 
a^ooity of the oocurr^nce) had he been diippaed 
to outstrip tbd limits of truth.: £ven vrhih he 
wa» speaking, full confirmation of bis statement 
was brough^t by tk>me of tiie scouts And spies 
who were ..always retained ^thin the French 
pale, and who htul actually seen and pounted 
the dead bodies of the victin^s* 

Sympai:hi2ing with the fiery valour and en- 
terprising spirit of the adventurers, so conge- 
nial with hii own charoctor, Sir Giles had always 
defended them against the animadversions . of 
his bmther-knights and captains, son)e of . whom 
had been disposed to doubt the propriety of 
their employmenjty' though all adnntted rthe bra- 
vepy of tibeii? exploits^ He was ptbpcMtionably 
exasperated atthe cowardly and cru^lir^geance 
exerdsed by thepi^asants^; and durfaig the^bov.e- 
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mm^hatd mitBl, M j^^eed -fittioudy.up,^ 

down the chamber, fiuniiig 'mth (Wradi,..p9^faig 
out his cheeks^ grasping bi» beard ^h Job tight 
hand, and grinding his teeth io an egaQ3C;pf 
mge. No sooner had the wounded man com- 
pleted his story> than he dre?F his sword, a))d 
kissing its hilt,>£NT«itiiy exdaimed — ^*^ow by 
heaven and my holidame, and by the crcips of 
tny sword' that bdongeth unto knighthood, I 
swear that the blood of these birave men shall 
not redden the grass, and smoke up to heaven 
without an avenger. Give me my harness, 
Dudley, and let Roan Runnymede^be saddled; 
and if the remaining band of the adventurers 
are for vengeance and the enemy's pale, andvi^ill 
accept Sir Giles Hungerford of the Tor for the 
captain of the day, I wdemnly vow to leave my; 
bones on the soil of Francey or to wreak a terri- 
ble doom upon the doers of this foul ^an^e to 
manhood.'^ / ^ . 

" Were it not well> Sir," inquired Dudley — 
who, though by nameans deficient in^a generous 
ardour, possessed much more discretion than bis 
impetuousand inflammable unde*-^' were itr not 
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well, Sir, to have the saacdon of Sir OSbert 
Talbot to your enterprise ?'* 

^ You may ask it, boy, an^yott like it, but I 
have swom an oath, and ndther. deputy nor 
master, ndther king nor kaiser, shall keep me 
within the walk of Calais, if the surviving id« 
venturers sally forth today, and l»d me to thdr 
quarrel. Wherefore I say onoe m<H«, bring me 
my black mrmour of Almayne rivet, for there 
shall be shrill whisding of arrow, and shrewd 
blow of battle^axe^ and lusty pu A of pike, and 
perilous clashing of swords or ere these brave 
m^i come back unavenged.^' 

Dudley knew the knight too well to attempt 
any resistance to his jnesolves, eqpedally in so 
chafing a mood, and accordingly bowed and 
retired as if in ac^escence to his commands ; 
but, instead of obeying them immediately, he 
hurried with all diligence to Sir Gilbert Tal- 
bot's quarters to solicit his eonsent to the enter- 
prise. That ccMsmiander, as Dudley had cor- 
rectly stated to his uncle, had never been actu- 
ated by jeakmsy in giving a denial to previous 
appScations of the same s(»t, but had been 

VOL, I. c 



S6 THE TOB HII.L. 

solely anxious to preserve the ^services of so 
approved a lance as Sk Giles^ fcHr occasions ef 
more pith and moDsent than any thai had re- 
cently occurred. ^' By the mass, Master Dud- 
ley,^, he exclaimed to the squire, when he had 
stated the purport of his visit — *^ it likes me not 
that so trustworthy a knight as your uncle 
should peril himself in the quarrel of these -wild 
rufflers and ekyr-gdliards, and jeopard heeyj 
loss to the King's service for the gain of such 
swash*bucklers as th^ be. In the field he is as 
buxom and brave a soldier as ever spurred to the 
charge, but within stone walls he is ever will- 
some and upon the fret; as if there w^e no 
breathing but amid the spears. I know not 
which is the greater marvel, that being so rest- 
less a Hotspm* he should ever have lived to be 
fifty, or that being fifty he should still continue 
so restless a Hotspur.** 

^'But my uncle. Sir, has sworn a deep oath 
to lead forth the adventurers this morning, and 
has kissed the cross of his sword upon it ; and as 
you are y<!Kirself a true, knight and an brnameat 
to chivalry, I beseech you force him not to prove 
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a recreant to his tow. For himself I can safely 
avouch that he would rather see the spurs strick- 
en from hk heels than be letted of his present 
purpose.'' 

^^Xet* him forth then, o' God's name, and 
lucky man be his dole ! But follow him close, 
good Dudley, like a watchful squire as thou art ; 
and take with thee fifty spears of the Lantern 
guard : for spite of their swaggering and cracking, 
I ghidge to trust him to these Tom o' Bedlam 
adventurers/' 

With hasty thanks for this compliance, how- 
ever unwillingly granted, Dudley hurried back 
to the gate, which he found surrounded by a 
tumultuous assemblage of the adventurers, wav- 
ing their pennon of St. George, and shouting 
with eager cries " Hungerford ! Hungerford !'^ 
The loud and angry tone in which Sir Giles 
had signified his intention of leading them to ven- 
geance, having occasioned his vow to be quickly 
bruited abroad, they had flocked from all sides^ 
to his quarters, not a little proud of having 
obtained so distinguished a commander, and 
signifying by their shouts their glad acceptance 
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ot'hii dffA.' ^Bir^h m'iii^tetxkit^ 
iim upto trhick W^Uad^''b^'i^^ldy^;«^ 
tiie success iHtb 'ivliidh' <it iMd b^ «k<iieB&^ 
hardly suttceeded ill obtaitiitig'^e- 0qt(ireV|)iiti> 
don for having so long ^larjr^ ^x«ciM(itig^th4 
oMerslife'hdd 'first bre^eiv^ ftdtnUs wrcr^M 
and iihii^tiibtis unbte. He 'teak gOod tsa^ ii^ 
add the condition upon which Sir Gilbidrt' TaL 
Jbothad ;^t^lded' his' conseht; ftnd baiting ^Com- 
missioned a fti^nd^ of ' Ms own to-Aelect Mfey 
able hors^m^h' tci ac^bii^iftny '^M;^h^ ^g^^ 

:drde^ foi* «he saddling^ af^^ ati^g >of Skiaii 
Runny nied^, and ^pt^cx^eeded 'fot%hwith tonseiift 
in the ^((uipment t^' ik^^^v^i' ' Vpo^ tMt: o©- 
casioii^ it! fAeit^td' th^ knight;' *^h& ' badi ^setta»|l 
'suits of 'il^'i«d'in»ti't6^'^6i«p <^fe of Mttek 
-Altntfjrn^rit^t; %fM^, ^ib kn^ -declared, had 
bieen inanu^tu^e^ atb^oadi but b^g t^Jiner 
'a cOnn'cAsseur in' harness, as anndur'Was'difiix 
called, he had pr6etired a hebaetto bisdiide 
upoti aii improved princapte of hks Q^#n/'4be 
twb beavers and the vizor ibeiti^ nnitisd: aiftir 
a new fashion ; ^ and to this n^eUll-c«p' df safe 
proof lie c6tffidi^n% 6ommi»i^' tfa^guiitdiim- 
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Aip ^fiihii^h^fl t^fter Ih^wnppletwp of this 
t^fi^i(fS^iliH^yr}k^\\jf,t^^ for th? 

lWd«ol!w? i^PS i^s^pQp. w^pre already rang«jd 
ifbi^be<.i9ti?^t}. ihe offic^& of the «4veQtiirer» 
jblKl-.i]f(ii9t;ei»d : And jranltjcd their men in good 
91^11^ and tb^procesdpn presently coipnnienced 
i^ ms^ck tbroiigb the to^n^^ to pa^s. out at th^ 

;),Th|^J(i4ght» inrhose wholQ figure w^s cased in 
ivw, ithoMgh hif upi:aked ^Ter disclosed his 
giOfi-lookiog lace 4ki^,.be^d^ his stately war-^ 
boisse; scai^ly : ]ffiSi cai^fvlly arn^ed than his 
'Qia^ar^; his . .himdsooie , siq^uire, glittering in 
bright stet^ jcuir^iKis, ^q4 cuisfes^^ and .^he fifty 
we)l4ip]^f^t0ft horsemea of the Lanfi^rii Quard, 
mbo formed th^ advance off tb^ ff^vtys oflTered 
ifi;tbe bravery 0f their equipment, a st^kipig 
tomtiast.rtQ'iheadventurersthat followed, whose 
Jbtttid. Gonsisied of twenty-*five light horsemen 
intfendi^dto act as scourers, and about two 
4inndi?ed archers and pike-men. When Bla9k 
Bottgblon^s trumpet blew to hamessj^ it pro* 
'ducedvcfylitile. literal obedience, fo^, in this 
molioy asaemblage, few po^ssed more than 
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some disjointed portion of armour, while many 
were totally unfurnished with any species of 
defence. Their want of uniform, too, and the 
various fashion of their war-gear, imparted to 
them a somewhat banditti-like appearance : but 
on the other hand they marched in good order, 
preceded by their pennon of^ Saint George, 
and Black Boughton blowing a lusty blast upon 
his trumpet. They were all tali and proper 
men, their arms were in perfect plight for bat- 
tle, and thdir lowering eyes, aBger4nflamed 
faces, and clenched teeth, showed that they 
were desperate of purpose, that they wore their 
atrfnQuv within^ and that their hearts were steel- 
,ed, although they, did not beat against breast^ 
plate or cuiraas. The mob of friends and 
townspeople that followed theot to the Boulogne 
gate, gave them three cheers as they sallied 
forth beneath the portal, and then runnii^ up 
to the walls, continued for some time gaaing 
upon them as they passed over the outer draw- 
bridges of the fortifications, cmd. wound along 
the dteaary flats that bordered the sea in the 
directLcm of Boulogne. . 
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CHAPTER II. 

Summon'd to die, ih% h^ro must 
Lay his plum'd helmet in the dust^ 

Nor hope to tarry ; 
P«F JPlfeth 'B a stem antagoniM, ' 
Whoj^ dart ;io acv^ur can xesis:^ 

No prowess parry. 

TfiS' tract of country oter whkh the e)ipe» 
ditien pag^d, both ae it ^apptoiUshed tHe fn>iK 
tier, and after it had watered the French paleu 
attested, hf meltmAblj evidtenee, the ireqjdency 
of the inroads to which the itthabitants were 
exposed frooi both oatioiis, as weH as thfe 
UDfipcuriiig and barbarous spirit of derasUdoii 
that mairked their incursicms. Rui&ed villages, 
and the fir^blackeoed remains of towers and 
churches^ were frequently entounto^; the 
peasants who went out to tiU the ground inra- 



provided for Qyery )iai|^l^,,;be^^i9$Mif,/er6($^ 
upon every height ; and it mj^t hfin^ aSqifdft(SL 
4t 9^lQec^ .qf woAfl^ tbaA pec^ple . §haviitl be 
found jtQ^.cuUJiTat0 A} territory ^pos^d to siieh 
perpetual .;i:gfagpyi but that mosi, of the ivh^ 
hif^^h Hke ^^tP/ iS(»tti#h bord^ef« of Uie Mune 
asTSLi y(f(rQ, a|r oft^ gainurs as $uffer€!ra by thi» 
prad^pry ..y^Bx^ai^y ,/Sj^e. .fie^i neighbourhood 
of (.wp:3i^ip6fH|lp,iM'(towiH(-a9 60uk|^e^atfd 
^^41^ r ow^ioped/ a ,,0oniWPfal?te tliaflk, find 
asjbe nj9^:^ty pf .w^pjlyio^^ tbeei (Witbcablle 

K^Wv^^iift i;w^¥rm?di^^pft«<(uwi ^ojii h$fool«d, 

^?lP,5^^^.7;8^¥??ft!)Wy^ defi^i^6cy;/of filutid^ 
^^n/ 4,Hm^r4adMg /exfi0diHQ^ w^is lundtarlakeo 
byj^th^rj^paflyj, ,Wfi??i a? »W«11 j»fe h|»^ wero 
cpflsi^gr^ goqd ff^y r?ai^*,h<we8t -iraj^nej if 
t^ey.flitpsrp ppt* raOisomefjU tb«y uaighje bo-i«ol<| 
oj^f vufs^d . taa . slayeft ^^ ( apod ' 9^, the eountf y . f)eop)e^' 
iq^n^e^.by the .hppe lOf pUuider, : g^^al)y. 
J0^^.tb€ 'Spldifiry in. the^ i<]ir^ii and^wiere,' 
i\} %>:^<.)l^t tie, better; tj»in. jji^sftQr|%eefeo«iljew^ 
^^l^,^}|,the .feroqity l{Mit,4;i^ch,rfi lo^de^lof lilfe 



4^€ttl^(i:d'^tll^i coi^mi^r^ti^ff ^Mf k siiper- 
^8^riT<)httW*5r«t'' m?ght^fiaVe b^ii diarpdsed to 

^-^ th^gh'ihiB wat*worto >^ten'did Stf Oiles 
Hutigerford and his part/ of fiorsetifeh piress 
eagtt-ly fof^ai^; Ufevln^ 4befe''fb6t^'*t "aotm 

th» did(»iled Village «^'01ia^^.''' 1%^ It tie ^nd 
bry» iuM^clf^r^ ndad^'Hs fi^mpC^'aa^'flie {ili^^roff \ 

with tte iyoi«e oF^^tto^ ^liilAn-b^Iti 'ftony 'viUttgcn 
doR^mled i iitf/ th^ > >n«ait)^^' ^ bir '^MMeri ' ^ beflliid 
tMhUIi. 'Wjl^'thtJd st^di^g'fbrWatds/th^^ 
cticiiMnU)ei««d «i'' gp^kdi^^^W^^^kifl^tn^^t^^ 
passioi^ of*' tke ' Whol^ i^^, aM ^ttidt^^ ' ^p^^ 
dally irf the^- ttibatatfctf adyt^rthil-ei^i t<>' 'dii' tlti:. 
governrfbte trtitisjKrt't cfP Wg^. The BSflierf <yf 
tfafab' e0m|)atildils, Who had been' iiiafirsfaci^d'thte 
dilj? licfore, wftt^' feefen scattered afibuV il^-ffeldi 
oT^i^dmf^ intiJ the ditiAie*, not oiify bariiylhgf 
byitl»ri^'tf^p€»itoltite'thi^ ba-rbarous thanfairf of 
thliir^ddith^ biit' >pfo*iri^ ^by' Ute fidi^ftiis 
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that had been subsequently inflicted upon 
them, the brutality of the midcteants who 
had so wantonly sacrificed them« As this 
harrowing sight showed that they were now 
in the imidediate vidnity of Ouaste, they 
clapped spurs to their horses, and, upon gain- 
ing the summit of a small eminence, beheld the 
village close beneath them; while the mide 
inhabitants, probably guessing the object of 
this incursion, and anticipating their fate if 
they were ^rprised, were seen at some dis- 
tance flying up an opposite hill, with the 
apparent intention of making for Boulogne. 
The eye.s of the adventurers kindled at the 
sight ; they muttered deep curses through their 
clenched teeth, grasped their weapons more 
firmly, and urged forward their smoking horses 
to fuU speed; while Black Boughton blew a 
blast upon his trumpet, which set the whole 
welkin ringing, and by its ominous sound 
seemed to make the hearts of the fugitives 
quake within them, for they looked eagerly 
back, and no sooner obtained a glimpse of 
the horsemen, than they increased the rapi- 



ditj of iM^ MgHi yfUh : every, s^ptom of 
o^usiqp.t^Qii 4iimay. MivjUten^d with rage» 
and thirsting, ibr refv^sge, their pureuers dashed 
down the defleem; with loud Qiies, and a tu- 
multuoua speedy that nsaembled'an eager fox* 
chace rather than a militairy charge^ a plnud 
of dust enshrouding die*, whole squadron tUi 
tl^y reached the bottom. ;of the valley, which 
was intersected by. a htoad * though shallow 
stream, whose w^ater& were, seen to foam and 
flash as they galloped through them with un- 
dibainished Telocity. 

Too generous to enjoy the infliction of even a 
merited punishineat . upon unarmed peasants, 
Dudley could not bel^d without some feelings 
ofccm^unction, the. <vehem^t stmggles of tfie 
terrified wretched to ewwpe^ efforts- which he 
knew would provie ntteffly unavailing, although 
diey migjht piotraet : their . fate for a short 
period. No meh scruples arose in. the bosom of 
the r%orou8 Sir Gales. He recovered -suffident 
oomwmd over the troop asth^y emerged from 
the WAteTj to lead them along a road that 
w<>und wder the.jhill^ with the intaition of 



S6 Mfct^TdA'HltL'. 

itfioetit <Hti (the^'d^pbi^i*^ sfd^ giiiil6d^il« suimiiit 
AiAosi'kt the sdiM mooiefttus it^'fl;^ilig pi^ 
Mtfl^ Ii4i0 had Mfw* no altemiidhret but tc^ £aU 
tif]iiotitti^i'>k«e<»tf^nd^iii^ore menty. ' Tbe ad- 
"yfivAwert^ 'vp0tek fiPepMing toi itl«h Amocig them 
4aild«u»ifils0idiei» imtsntly to £keir:in«tli, when 
K« 6ilel^ -eovjerit^ 'tbiflK vtoh his hoiMmeii, 
^ik^fdiaiild:. that -theiy -shiuild.' ifaaive. f aUjuatke, vtl- 
lein9 though' tihey ^eret; indr)th»l not.&sihgie 
kidwklQat'shotildiiDe^ punh)i(«d^^iro b^d^been 

; McertiMM^d' ^Ihai beiJoia^i actually irpardcipated 
in the massacre of the day before) . Erom the 
jpepoetl > of ^thd >flDoutar -^aiid' spies 1^ 
'ifidnied ^oidti»dc> this? [pointy tbe irbolei of the 

' prhtxfkii^,' fhiny^H^teu ia" lifmfber,' ^^re pn)V^ 
«iOJfaiVe)beeirtioti^e:9geDtB ki that. atroeity, and 
Afa^^s^ileiliiidtaiitfy: d«ekleid that tb<^ ^hould^die 

- fli» 'Sd0» «fi^ 'tbe i pemdmng body « of nthe • adren^ 

vttp'd^sioame' mp ^tenttasisti in ihii' sDldnin>»ae<;-'of 
ijustiee. Iq vMn didll)iidky:fietid<mtthal tbey 

^^itiigh^jbe^Bold.Jds eilair^^ or' thxt. thvir Utes 
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should ,W/Sp§B|do<Orii^yi octq^|i<ff>fr tb^t: , tl^ 

boimiV. «!*si 8^l«ar» wwl- iii0:9^i^e.rtp ^tbe- field. 
I^ ^.thje^bo^ #f gentle li^ef^ i^^> some 

feelings of Immiui«ly'Diight perhflpl lM4«e pie^id- 
ed isi Itheir.&Ymir; l^/be^hadiMfftr^vfib^ 
the riHibemil netioiia of^^lhe nge, ft^^'tOTew^der 
tbi^ ' peteatnt ry 0P lit tie more «ectaiii£ \ ibim > the 
bedBls-iofthe^fidkl^ Mid^in^tbeiiteseD^i lij^auoe, 
he fekirju(hei:a9>'iii iighteQt£9 judge di^daergtiig 
BT:. nec^sarj adiofirduty) and dbiogn good, lo 

society^ by:piirgilig'ttal'sirthii r^anly cttew, 

* 

thaa.a^fdjreetiogiaiiyjfUirsh ^'IsailgMttBaryact 

ilf Krei^ancMfA'Ki v«vh. -.^-i 1. •'•. .-^-.f. h'» * 

' Wbeiv the' fimotdsoldiersk joined) <^he dod^i^d 

that hkiM&If aoid the']Biiiig% tvOoptf had bo with 

. \s^ act as ex^titioQ^Si or de^^rire ihe agigriev^ 

partjpt; ef^ their ]U8t prerogative c^ pettihution. 

Hb'^kGderdingly withdrew to a little distance 

with Iris harseaten^ wjieii the adyenturera* having 

siiTiroanddd' ^eir trnfofftunate yicttms^ fell upon 

^ :diem'iat'ws^aI'ftbiii'Black'Boiightoii\»'trum^ 

f-pet, and^ sbotdng- them: bo more mercy to^^y 



vidua mcnnng^jprctoontlj^diirpatcbedttfaem wilb 
loud erif8. ABOKkeatih^omntp^tj'yhQ^n^mr^ 
hmd escaped, tko«i^i nojb from wj i&teoiiomil 
lenity of Ikib a^latuts, .tb^y re»olyjed, fr^m aa 
odd seafle of jiistic0> to fi||)are an individual of 
the peasants. Tfate ma<i they a^cordingjiy pre^ 
serred unhurt) .and- having mounted biai .oi» 
a fleet haa^se^ itbey ^worn him to proceed forth-^ 
with and deliver thdr messi^ to the Coo»* 
mander of Boulogne, .whi^ waS| that» from thai 
day forward they would «pare neither man^ wo** 
man, not diUd tibal: fell into their hands, <m 
account of the shameful omelty that had h&en 
inflicted upon Captam-Brearton and his party. 
No sooaer was he dismifibed with this atrocious 
re^lvey than they set i fire to the village of 
Ouaste, which they burnt to the ground, and 
then returning to Sir Giles and his< h^urseinen, 
demanded to be led upon soaie new enterprise 
within the enemy's territory. 

Seeing them in this fiery mood for action^ gra*. 
tifi^d by their daring spirit, and not without hope 
diat he might ngnaliae his incursion by epme 



bdld and britliMt €X}doit, the- knight 
acceded ta their request/ and set foinrwd ia the 
dii^cation of Montveuil. The monters now took 
the lead, looking vigilantly avcrauid them, as wae 
their wont, both to prevent stirprize, and di»» 
cover plunder ; in which latter object they wehre 
so successful) and so well seconded by their 
brethren of the adventurers, that they coUeoted 
a valuable booty of oxen^ kine, and other cattle, 
though not without making a consideraUe in- 
road into the enemy^sterritocy^and ext^iding 
themselves to a pV(^x)Vttonate distance from 
their own frontier. It had been Sir Gileses hope 
that he might encounter some straggling band 
of Frenchmen, headed, as they not uofrequently 
were^ by a person of distinction, with whom he 
might honourably bre^k a spear, and perhi^s 
carry him prisoner to Calais ; but as no such 
antagonist presented himself, and he calculated 
that he could hardly convey his booty into the 
English march before mghtfall, he at length 
gave reluctant orders for the return. 

Both liien and horses were jaded with the 
length of the march, and exhausted with the 



Ib^»^;t9ccilptodv QOfoitnaaMngfAkB aped^idotxAltyi 

tobmd.thfiriki which Afaey^ had i just *d^«ctfAdl^,' 
and .provided ; with a nltajp brook, ^eeifi^ wt» 
adaplcd<. for' «: place. erf afefrdshhie«t. Sir Offles 
c9iiitnMM$>d' a ihfiili 'Ib^he tairalrf . acootdmgly 
M'ffthekr.ihQnKpto^tlieatream) d^dt^vef fraud 
aaowjrbrs J gathered tfeip bimty togeth«s b^de 
tb« aaiM feRtAery vdiUe theisbldwftiAitttiidveiitii. 
r«r8» pttttin^iofif rtMt h^lknete^;imd MWch h^Wer 
pf»i)tiohff«£'tJleir linHtouraaweretfcmiid tndst gdf*^^ 
Mngi stretchkl thamselvc* itt the^ade tft some 
a9pda9>auid^Ua«ki|K)|fiat«ilbdf ikifted'tbe rfvu- 
letr? I JbefadrfMg' Aemsftlvd^/to'thrf^ knapsacks for' 
their dinner, congratulating 6rti'ah<yther6A the 
signal/ ireYeng^iith^jr Ihnd'V^xincfeed iijioii^ tlie 
peasdidtai. or cdtnlstliig the pttibdble value d( 
ihefti broty' in dse mai^ket-place of Calais. - 

They had fitiirfied their meal, and Sit' tSHfeg- 
waavabcnbt Ito give orders for resuming tHet** 
mafccbv whto, as he loofc^ t&tiiftrdg '' the hill rtl' - 
thetr^lredioaf bf Calaby *re satrft^'oi^ twelve -^ 
kwght^^tamrfd .oap+eUpiei, €niei^ from' th« J^ifcd^ ^ 



up^ii jfit^launiqiit^iitirlio faaidoMito^'perodlvkl 'Ibt^ 

vs^rantmm^d fcy'tikroiotben, nounAii^iftioai ihe 
le^rwaFd* Siat.i Q^ks kasdl j ^ftt^led dohm -his 
vi«Hr»ifmd>i^la9pMldt toitfie pilukflirdp^aldMtiiig 
iipt. h«i, iK(ra«ni irmns^iaodigdMpkig'ihMi^'lAnbe 
alitb^ a»iie jndmBHty wUid hrs «MlBd nlowl^ 
*^jB9lQwWft]WBpe(tli9i'bla1ii to Jwrtfeuimd iMumeat; 
to.filirirUf^ 4tfKb)8t&iidani&i Ufliqitto^yi'^jthal 
be^gQqdfnitorfldd'tme^aoduHnb to>fiisiMiikyjfbr. 
th^^ ^ ^i^^c)H9QR «sid;laiui«9 trfiim^^ upun 

tbe-hegd jpfA qp9fi^' .. , ...;.-?- i-..:'.'j .!.■..:'■) :' «* 

like i^ef bett^i^'tbM Bhick l}mlghi»n ircrA;Uear«.. 
ing. the;if^|«riip2«fy^.jQC!C^imduig tUd lodgingiaftei!' 

f<^b^r..cili^sbi» iWneV Anrdieadi^- and JdiviBaHie' 
bn^qn^ k^lth^hfidiaris iQMjpie, melhiiiki 'y^hdev 
ki^^iiilu^betUue^ afnboar idioifld becbe >]>ull^ 
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thw far from MpQitV^Mil wUhpM ^teb a htmy 
force^ both d£ horse a^ foot^ ab nay- befit Us 
dignity*'' 

''Be itso^** said the knight fiercely; ^^ i$e 
are too old skirmishers to ht fri^tened by a 
few plumps of spears ; andt if we be but 
stauncbt we may perbapB plucjk the feathers 
from, tbia Mune pfsaAtxsk^knight, aod {M*ev\ent 
his retmrn to Montreui].'" 

^^ Unless he should bapp^. to interoept our's 
to Calais,"' sijd Pudley, though his uiMsfe 
heard it not, as he* had galloped down the 
rcmks to put his troc^ in. aj^ray, and prepare 
them for thie afitiQ]|>ated conflAet. The squire^s 
conjecture as to the. name attd quality of the 
splendid knight)^wbo> still retained his station 
upon the hill^ was perfectly corteet The 
peasant dispatched . by the adventurers With 
such an insulting message tq Boulogne^ h»d 
not ridden far before he encountered the Duke 
of Vend^me, accompanied by the Coimt Daai«> 
martin, the Governor of Mpntreuil, and a.foree 
o£ fifteen hundred hors^Eaen, andd^ht him-^ 
dred^ foot soldiers, making a reconnoisanae 
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tpwaitls Ihe^ En^i^h Tjofder, with the inten- 
ticm of : p^iHUeediog afietward^ to bum and dei- 
stroy the country in the neighbourhood of St. 
Omer's. To these illustrious comtnanders, he 
imparted the sad fate of his countrymen, as 
well as the sanguinary notification with which 
he was charged, both of which were received 
with the fiercest indignation. Without at- 
tempting to palliate the enormity committed 
in the first instance by their own peasants, 
they argued that the rer^nge of « the English, 
perpetrated in cold blood, and under the sanc- 
tion of gentlemen and regular soldiers, was in- 
finitely worte tlmn the Derocity of the ignorant 
boors; and as the adventurers had now for- 
mally signified theii* intention of continuing this 
savage warfare, they learned with delight that 
their corps was in the immediate neighbour* 
hood, and that diere was a prospect of surpri- 
sing and exterminating a band of desperadoes, 
who had long rendered themselves obnoxious 
to the whole French pale. Guided by the 
peasant, they accordingly pushed forward for 
Ouaste, and following in the rear t)f Sir Giles 
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ittd Ivis party, ' the'Dute, ana a few omcers at 
the advance, had,' upon gaining tlie nill anlf 
•emerging from the wood, discovered the ob- 
jects of their pursuit as already stated. 

As the French cavalry gradually formed 
themselves upon either side of tlie wood,' Sir 
Giles was ' enabled to ascerttdn that they 
were by no means limited to a few plumps of 
spears, as' he had first conjectured ; and, foresee- 
ing that the onslaught was likely to prove a 

desperate one, he looked anxiously around for 

'••'•■■ . * 

th6 most advantageous position in which to 

receive their attack. At a little distance in the 

rear, the brook, impeded in its progress, spread 

into a reedy swamp, which extended along one 

'• > ■ . .■-,..'..• ^ . » ' 
side of the road, while the opposite was protec- 

ted by a ste^p bank and a ditch. Upon this 

spot, as better calculated to resist the attack of 

cavalry, he took up his position ; when, having 

formed his little troop, and placed himself amid 

their ranks, he thus addressed them — " My good 

soldiers and brethren, for such will I call ye, 

since ye have chosen me' your captain for the 

day. t have led ye into this jeopardy, and be- 



<^^?;M.l.^'il?^T^'^^^ y?^)''' <J^Kyer Jje put 

hands and .weapons be yet re^ with Frehch blood, 

^ondeir hofrseoien will have little ear for random 

or quarter. If i^ny thing s^ve our lives,. it^iyiu9t 

be God and our own h^rd^n^ss ^ wherefore, le^ 

us swear to beirue tox>ne aoother : and if I turn 

horse's^head, or offer to quit r^nk, , I desire that 

ye may slay nae ^jUt of hand.^' At the cpnclg- 

siQnof this harangue the whole band, determi- 

ned to cut their way through the enemy or pe^ 

rish in the attempt,, cried Go^ n^ercy for their 

Mns. and knelt down .and, kissed the earth, and 

struck hand^s.each witfi. the other, iiv token and 

pledse that every one would. stand by bis fellpw 

to the uttermost : and, then, having made them.- 

selves ready to receive the fittack, they awmted 

it with a fixed and. desperate resolution, 

But as tl^e. horsemen on the hill, i^^hough 

'.■ •. "' ■ If'-" '•..■•. I >. ■ ' ." ' "' *' ' 

they had now formed on either side the wood, 

. ' ■ ' ' '*•.''■. • , ' - • • ' -■•'■,*>' 

showed no, disposition to give battle, Sir Giles 
b^san to apprehend, that, in order to make sure 
of their pr^y^ they .]wrere waiting to be jojned bjr 
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their foot-soldiBrsy who were not yet oome up ; 
a coDJecture that was strengthened when he re- 
collected the trumpets which he had heard 
sounding in their rear. In the hppe, therefore, 
of anticipating their arrival, he proposed to his 
hand that they should drive the cattle before 
them, and under the cover of the dust, and the 
shelter of their bodies, match up the hill and 
make for the wood, where they would be safer 
from the cavalry than in their [»*esent station ; 
adding, that if they could maintain themselves 
amid the trees till nigbtfaU, they would have 
good chance of escaping altogether, and making 
their way in the dark to the gates of Calais. 
This proposition being received with loud cries 
of " Forward ! forward ! St. George and Hun- 
gerford V* they goaded their cattle with spears 
and arrows, and confusedly driving ofF the whole 
mingled booty, followed at a brisk pace clo^ 
behind them. Scarcely, however, had they ad- 
vanced a hundred yards, when Sir Giles, whose 
tall hor^ gave bim a mare commanding .iew 
than the others, saw a solid mass of spears, with 
a pennon in its centre, gleaming above the dust 
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OIL • tlie sammit ' of tJle hill, i¥hieh they bad no 
sooner begim to ^A^isceod, -than* he marked a 
secmd anray of bright 'spettrs and another pen- 
non, advandng up t6 the crest of the eminence. 
Althoi^ the men of' the first sqiiadnn) were 
rendeiied invisible by the dnst, and the second 
had ifot yet completely mmnounted Ae h^ght, 
he>kiiew. by the motion of 'their ann&r, that they 
Were foot-soldiers in good foiiee, and becoming 
now' mcH-e anxious than evet to gain thd wood, 
faefoire his troops should be exposed to the charge 
under such a fearful inequality of ntimbers, 4ie 
called outto his men toi advance at double quick 
time. 

For some Ihtb i&tance this order was obeyed 
with alaerity, but their progress was soon impe- 
ded by an enemy they had not imticipated^ 
Tenified and driven back by spear^^ounds^^and 
a ffight of arrewBi, the maddened &pA bleeding 
cattle came rushb^ down lihe hill at full speed, 
rafesiag such fredi clouds of duust that they coidd 
neitber see nor 'be seen, mid aequirit^ such a 
momentum from the decJivity , ' that they over- 
thffw every tiling > before idusn; Thou^ axost 
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of tbe Hdventorers nrd 9tAdkts who had b^etk 
thuB txime down qut^y vecorvi^red th^ legs, 
they were thrown into a tezhporarycotifWstoii,'«t 
which untoward moment di^y were charged in 
front by th^ first bbdy of the enemy^s spearmoi, 
while the cavalry galloping up, attacked them 
upon both flanks, which were now left quoo- 
▼ered ; the whde party rf the Frenoh aettii^r 
up at the same time a deafening shout of ^* St. 
Denis! Venddm^T to which liie Eo^dk re- 
plied by lusty cries of ^ St. Gkorge t Htittger- 
ford !• 

The melie now became a scene of frightful 
confusion and indiscrinjdnate slaughter, French 
and English, horsie and foot, men an^ beaats, 
being wildly intermingled, while,' in the density 
of the dust, friend ahd foe were exposed to an 
almost equal peril, especially as the roaring of 
the animals, the whistling of arrows, the clamour 
of the infuriated combatants, and the rival blasts 
of the trumpets, rendered aB appeal or expkaiu- 
tion utterly inaudible. Hopeless as they were^of 
fighting with success agmnst audi superior num- 
bers, and under such manifold disadtaiiteges, 
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^ 4»gM^<Ti doii^gpod |i*yoc,ww>Pg their teni^. 
mofif^sq hfQg:a^,4hm ^itqws la^.e4 <pr the; coidiJ 
pres^ve . any sort o£ ordei^ in their, mnks ; but 
after this peri^ thej.h^gaa ta faU»widiout intieK- 
nuAMonbeneath.the.blowsof their as^aijUnt^^ aqd 
tibeir fesblev and more fioa^tercd iviar-jpry attest- 
9A that tbev aumbeta w^e. rapidly, (^iwini^hiiig. 
At this juadtuve the Duke. of Vendon^ riding 
up ii^ith his . ga^rd of bonev^em^ called aloud 
^^ Ooiith to the adveiitai^rs^.qwrter, |o4h« geo- 
tlemen and soldiers T an order which quickly 
olwi^eted the extermination of the former, vhile 
811^ b{ the fifty English faprseoiei) as .remained 
«b¥«^ gladly surrendered then)^elves priscmers 
^fwar. . . 

The pugnacious dir Qiks,. .however, who 
had no notion of any battle but of fighting 
it aut to the last* and who felt himself besides 
iwund in honour, as well as by bis vow,, to 
.stand or fall with the ad>ventuiers, drei^nt 
not of aoc^ting the proffered quarter, .but 
eontinued to wield his weapon with a fell, and 
<ollsQijBate sj^t of desperation* His good horse 

yoL. I. j> 
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had hitherto borae him up gallantly, snorting 
with rage, fighting with his fore-feet, pushing 
forwards, as if to bear down all opposition 
with the long iron spike with which his chest 
was armed, and at one time actually seizing 
a French horse'^s ear with hia teeth, and hcdid-* 
ing it fast until Sir Giles had destroyed hi3 
rider; exhausted, however, by the loss of 
blood from numerous spear-wounds in hjs 
flanks. Roan Runnymede at length sunk to 
the ground. Even in this extremity, the noble 
animal raised himself upon his haunches, and^ 
as if conscious of his master^s danger, as he 
saw him at some distance beset with assailants, 
he made one more canvulsive effort andrer 
covered his legs, but, in the attempt to move 
forward, fell heavily upon his side, and instantly 
expired. 

Cased in good armour of proof, . doling 
out blows on all sides with an undiminished 
vigour, leaving an empty saddle wherever he 
struck at a horseman, deaf to. the voice of 
Dudley, who followed close behind, and re- 
peatedly called out to him that he was ahnost 
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the only combatant in. the fields Sir Gileft 
pressed forward towards the Duke of Veos- 
d6me> who was conspicuous, not less by the 
splendour of his equipments, than by th« 
peacock^s feathers that nodded on his horse^s 
head as well as on his own casque. Appa* 
rently resolved to perish with the adventurers^ 
Sir Giles seemed anxious to signalize his end 
by the death of the most distinguished among 
his enemies : with incredible efforts, he had acfc 
tualiy fought his way within swordJength of the 
duke^ and was raising his arm to attack him, 
when a blow from a battleraxe occasioned his 
vizor to start from its sockets and fly up; 
and as he hastily grasped it for the purpose 
of again covering his face, the whole beaver^ 
although constructed and secured upon an 
improved principle of his own, came off in his 
hand. In utter amazement at this inexplica^ 
ble occurrence^ he lost for a moment his selfi 
possession, and ere he could recover himself^ 
he was desperately wounded in his defenceless 
face by an arrow. Staggering backwards at 
the blowy he fell. to the. ground, and would 

D 2 
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probably have been dispatcbed by fais a^saiiantis^ 
since he was too stubborn to 'demand h\f^ life, 
^ut that Dudley bestrode his body^ tulliiig' out 
aloud — ** Quarter and ransom for Sii^ 'Giles 
Hungerford of The Tor !^ The Duke of Yen- 
dome^ although the knight^s last efforts bad 
been aimed at his destruction, admired his reck- 
less valour, and generously gave orders, tiot 
only that his life should be spared, but that be 
should be carried to 'Montreuit with slR dare, 
and his wounds be dressed by his oWn' surgeon. 
A cart being procured for his conveyance, arid 

< 

an escort appointed to accompany the prisdners, 
they commenced their melancholy march. Dud- 
ley, who had marvellously escaped with only' a 
slight spear-wound in the back of his arm, 
walking by the side of Kis uncle ; while the 
duke, and the remainder of the French force. 
Struck across the country, with the intention of 
executing their original hostile purposes in the 
neighbourhood of St. Omer's. 

With a characteristic impetuosity, the knight, 
in his first vehement effort to extract the arrow, 
Irnd broken it off at the iron headv which wiis 



left, in Jps 4*9?;. hut, althowgh< the pfdnof his 
wound laust. .hAVf bi^en sufScientlj ac^te, it 
«^med ei^tirejy: tq> escape \^s atteotion in .his 
is^gorn^ss to. expjbin the cause of his rec^ivipg 
it, pjod, the wrath with which he vilipepded the 
annourer. for the clumsy workmanship to whicli 
alone he a,ttributed the accident. Clear as was 
the fact that, his own fancied improvement was 
KJjtterly worthless in the hour of ijeed, and heavy 
as \Ya6. the penalty th^the was likely to pay for 
his mU|ake, he cli^ng to hJ9 invention with a te- 
ii^tyiqcreas^^by itsjedlure; and had he been 
required to renew the combat, and again peril 
hi& life uppn fhe security of his helmet, he 
would have disdained to make the smallest al- 
teration in its constriction. " Alas the while ! 
Sir," said Dudley, as he walked by his side^ "it 
was an evil hour and an unlucky deed, whenypu 
first altered the old gear of your armour. It 
ever mistrusted me that a shrewd blow of a 

> 

mace or battle-axe would make the beaver start 
twvx the sockets of the plackard, and doleful is 
it to think that you should pay so dear for 
being wrong in your principle.'"^ 
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Ged^S'preeioli9» «irrahr cried the knigbt, 
starting up in his cart, ^^ what mtaan you by 
< wrong in my principle ?' J tell thee, thou dod« 
dy-pate, it is the rarest improvement on head* 
pieces siace the alteration of the bassnet-piece 
and the barbet; and this would have. been ^is 
staunch a morion as ,ev«r stood the brunt of 
two-handed sword* bad not U>e coining ar-^ 
mourer (foj^ which may the bangioian have the 
t.wisting of his neck 1) tackled it with treacherous 
solder. ^Wrongini^y principle^* forsooth! When 
<^ur brave king would assay a new harness of 
his own, at tilt with th^ Duke of Sufiblk^.apd 
his vizor, stickitig in therjoint^ l^t. his face 
clean t^aked^ and the duke struck him on. the 
eoif-scull with such {ar^ that his lance was 
splintered by the cowa^&ibvff. to the great peril 
9f his highnesses life, I showed him that^ haed 
h^ worn one of my improved helmets, he c<luld 
iiever have been placed in such j^topardy, and 
his grace's armourer forthwith borrowed thk 
very head-piece for a pattern.''' 
, ** Would he had kept it,'' said Dudley-r- 
^^ and hammered it into a code's porringer^ so 
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you migM 'have 'Worn one of the oldfashion, 
and have ''scaped this u^y wound.*^ 

**Tttt! boy,- 'tis' but asr a spur: to the'old'war- 
honte. I Have had an arrow in my flesh before 
to-day. "Twill be the better for bleeding thus 
freely : bat, aootti to say, it makes me an un* 
seemly figure, and as my beard is sodden, I 
.would £iiin 1^ it trickle over the'curt^aidef^ . 

'Any one who had noticed the grisly counte«> 
fiance ef Sir Giles, with an iron arrownbead 
sticking 'in his dieek, and. the gdre streaming 
down his. beard into the road, a^ he propped 
himself upon the edge of the vehicle, would 
have deemed . that he was travelling his last 
journey, and that his thoughts would be of the 
priest and the next world ; and yet to listed to 
him it might seem that he was whole of body, 
and hearty of cheer, and bound to some gallant 
tournament; for his talk was of nothing but feats 
of arms in battle or at barrier, and of every 
species of warrior's accoutrement; stiUv how- 
ever, bringing round his discourse to his own 
incomparable improvements of all sorts, but 
particularly in the mode of uniting the vizor. 
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the beavers, and tlie plackardls.' **^'Was it not 
in tTie second year of his reign,^ fie exclaimed 
to DiudJey, " that, in the feast of !Pentecost, 
being then at his royal manor of Grreenwich, 
our valiant £ing, with his two aids, challenged 
all comers, being gentlemen, to fight with them at 
the barriers with target, and casting the seven- 
foot spear; and after to encounter together until 
each should have abided twelve strokes of the 
two-handed sword? I was one of his encoun« 
terers, and beshrew mie if he did not deliver 
himself so valiantly by his hardy prowess and 
great strength, that he bore away the laud from 
his assaifahts; nowbeit I then discovered the 
defect in his pacegard and poldren, which he 
ordered his armourer thenceforward to amend.^ 
'*"* t \i^s yet a boy, and liad not come to the 
use of the yew-bow at that period,^ replied 
Dudley, " but 1 have heard you mention the 
circumstance.'" If he had added " some scores of 
times,"^ he would not have been wide of the mark, 
for the knight, though not generally garrulous, 
loved to dissert upon the improvements he had 
introduced in the construction of knightly har- 
ness.^ 
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; ^VTh«^/was a j>lea$anA jouciit find tpumamen^^^ 
■coBtiQued ^iv^ Giles, ^^ i^bich the good Queen 
Katherioe pf Ai^agoD^ proclaimed at her manor 
of Haverii^ in the Bower ; and great and gal- 
lant was the company of fair ladies, when Lord 
UmfreviUe brake his leg by the failing of his 
horse, and the Duke of Suffolk aimed hi^ lance 
so truly agai^ist Sir Francis Bryan, that it en^ 
tered the sight of his vizor, and thrust out his 
eye ; and by the report of the judges and 
heralds of the joust^, there were broken five 
hundred and six spears when the pastime was 
conduded. Before Sir Francises wound was 
dressed, I subinit;tec^ to the inspection of his 
remaining eye my new sloping sight for the 
vizor, when, he exclaimed, — * God*8 pity ! Sir 
Giles, I had rather thfm a hundred angel% yoU 
had shown me this an hour ago ; for so Imight 
have won the prize and saved mine eye, whereas 
now I have lost both.' " 

" Before heaven I'* cried Dudley, ** I wish you 
had worn to-day an old St. Crispin*s helm, that 
had seen service at the battle of Agincourt, rathei^ 
than this new. head-piece with ajl its improve- 
ments ; for methinks your wound runs fresher 

D 6 
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tbftn beftm^ kuds you atoe likolj to lewe ytar 
best blood upon tbo lotd, ere we oaa cross tbe 
drawbridge' of Mootreitil.' Prythee^ my gocid 
fellow^^ be ooftthniedf addresnpg tbe dnvei m 
French — ^^ prt your beasts to better speed, and 
it shall b^ some silver livres ib yoqr pocket, fol^ 
your prisoner is a gentleman and a knight, and 
has quick need of the Duke^s suvgfbn^^ 

^' Tu6h» boy T exclauned tbe knight, somo^ 
what testily ; ^^ a little blood will soda turn . a 
man's beard into -a red flag, and I telL thee onee 
more, my. wound is not|dQg» though 'tis- pity I 
drew not out the beadr^nd that the arrow 
^{dintered in my hand: wbence' L conclude^ it 
was not of yew, or adb, or bombeaoi^ but ratbei 
of sallow or &r, as is »the want with (these bun^ 
gling French^ who pan neither^ make fletoher's 
gear properly y nor use it when they have it; 
An4> in sooth, there. are<.nobowtnen.. in the 
world like our English aixjters,* with #hoHi 
eventiur neighboii^rs of Scotland^ though, they 
be stout rufflerd, cantiot venture to do battle. 
Of i this I wafc an eye-witness ^ at . the fight- of 
Floddsn Hill^ where, lifter the'gre^ ordnance 



tiad ^sfabMen tswefykVi dK stiinb8'.pnm<kd iat 
|hein,'(mr long and. ciDssJiownciffii advaiioed, 
and^ dtd withall deliv^ tiieir deadly arrows. ad 
KTefyy.so courageoudty^ so grievooriy, that they 
t$m Ifarough tbe ^qttirii meh-oC«rlns, <1xired 
Ae kdmetB, pieroed'the very swoids, beatlheir 
laoces to the gfocfndy andf easity^shot tdose who 
were mote ilighdy aisafaed' tbrough and ifavouglu 
Kay> mT'godd Ariiind,<Sii^' Lionel Fitmaiirice^ 
w1h> naved my life in diat otidaoght with tho 
Rear 1<M of iua own,: aiatired me that fke'mvrtm 
arfow pass'deatt tbvough the thvoat* of 'ah Xkn^ 
armed peasant, -aiid •still) contmue to okave ab 
merrily through the air as. if it had not left a 
death, bdiiad it t all wfaicb doings- V marf^ ait 
least pattlyy iattribufte to nny new method of 
pointibg. the>' arrows^, which was ' then Arst 
brought fntd uae^ the head* being bododaiid 
brazed, and tbenhardeiied with steel.''' ' m: 
.. ** I have -heard^* replied* Dudley ^^ willing Kta 
amuse bis uncky by continuing to disconrse 
i^pon his firvourite topic ^^ ^ or rather I lemeou 
ber to hare'read^ an account of that great fi^t 
of Fiodden or Bramstbn HilL wherdkthe hiidk 



tori^tu says, ^^ui jno figx^p^et 4id.,thQ. blopdj Mii< 
of the terrible truipp^t. g^ve > ^gpal of; ly^ky 
than out burst the lordnaQce ;ou both sides» ^nlAi 
fire, flame, and bideoua npise^ and the master 
gunner of the Englifih part alew. the mastor 
gunner of Scotland^ and beat, all hU wtm from 
their ordnance, sp, that the Seotdbh ordoaiMa 
did no liarm tp. the JSngliAb ;< but the JSngiisbr 
men's artillery shot intQ the nudst of the King's 
bMtlef and slew max^y pera^ns:' from wbiph 
account it ivould appear, tjiat^. the gvmiiers oi 
the Earl of Surrey did as. trusty, s^nripe aa hia 
archers upon that triumphaat d^^^ , 

." At a diBtanc^vI gr^i^t yw,** replied the 
kni^t^ ^* but at near quarters wd bandy, 
strol^es^ .the bow and billpien of !Rnglai>d wem 
eyer the pio^ terrible in th.e onslaught. These 
gunpowder /engines like me not, Dudley, and I 
foresee that ere long they wilL bear down sXi 
knighthood and good chivalry. Poul fall the 
shaven ,monk that invented this pestilent grais^ 
And evil hap to the smidis that are eyer: dist 
coy,eriqg some; new mischievous machine ol 
the ^Qrt ! Caliver^ and harqudl^us^ and other 



tetfril-^lti^i'illf'ftfe^ tk)f dftfowi^Tjit We iiiUst liavc 
heiivy- gfeai*^ df »«v6r3^ deSUde^' su'ch as falcons, 
c3iB!tnbers; ijet^tiriei^; ba^ilisk^, curtails, cuL- 
yiftHoes, i^r^, and Cfod wcit hdw many fnore, 
beftdies tU^ Sing's great gun of three yards long, 
that sb6ot^ a «tbne as 'big as a' penny Ibaf. 
Dudley, Dudley f it will never be ^ell for th^ 
genUe order of chivalry, wb^reof I profess my- 
setf a fiumble member, if bold hearts and stout 
liu!^ ai^ tb go'l6t notiifaig', and cowards may 
-ifin b^tlS^b by^hhii^ting pdiinded sulphur and 
diarcoal Intb ait h!6ii pipe.'*^ 

Hitherto, Sir 'Giles had been tnore than usu- 
ally con!imunicativfe,'hbt^|]dy ffbtri the pleasure 
be feoud irt cchiv^ing of his improvements, 
bat- froto a- spirit df opposition prbnVpfing him 
to preve tb bid c6nductoi« that be was not 
C£<st itowii by *hi* mfefortunes, as well as to' 
c<m¥iii66'''his 6wn woiftids that they bad not 
beisa able to siletic^ hitn. The latter may ap- 
pear f^'fodtisfa and inexplicable feeling; but be 
looked ufpon %h^ French arrow-head sticking in 
hk^cbedty^'as^adiuging eifi^my still sucking his 
bloody ^«4iO' might be supposed to enjoy tbe tri* 
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umph'if hi^Tiotim flinched und^rthe hiflicftioo.' 
For a loHig tinier therefore) he -had bom« \xp 
against hU Bufibrings trith a etoical resohitiM^ 
but the powers of his body, rather l^on t^ hi« 
imnd, began «t length to fail him ; he ceased 
spealcing, because be feared that his faltefing 
voice might betray his weakness ; the remain* 
der of his painful journey was performed in 
silence ; and Whem the escort am^ed at Mon- 
treuil, the exhausted Sir Giles was found not 
only unable to stand, but almost insensible to 
every thing that was passing around him v 

As it was known that be wM a pevson - of 
consideration, and the IKike^s •orders as to his 
treatment were faithfully reported by bis con^ 
ductors, he received the most prompt and 
humane attentions i ^^uaiiiers were assigned 
him in the governor^ house, his squire was' 
permitted to wait upon bims and the moat emi- 
nent surgeon in the {dace was put in instant 
reqifisitibn for his relief. Rest and restoratives 
soon enabled him to recovc^r Some degree of 
strength; but, upon disarming himyithadbeen 
found that the blow oi the battle-axe had leA 
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a peanlduB cbntufton upon his: head^/ althoiqj^ 
he had nev^. iooin|dained isii any JBoonrenienoe 
from it ;^- while .the atrow-jprnnt in his cheek 
was ascertaixied to be barbed, and t^^be-en^ 
tangled in the bone, a -dreuiiifitaoce which au£> 
ficiently explained the breaking o£ the shaft 
in his foireible endeavours to extract it, and 
l^t it doubtful whether' surgical, skill were 
likely to prove mcdre effiectual than . his . own 
first .e£fort8^ Jis delajr was considered das* 
gerous, and he t appeared on the following day 
both able and anxious to undergo the opera- 
tion, an attempt was made to wididraw the 
iron from the wound ^ but it had either so firmly 
inflated itself by means of the barb, or, which 
is perhaps the more probable supposition^ th^ 
IH'ofesdonal apparatus and skill of that s»m 
were bo little competent to^ its extraction^ thatj 
after muish torture had been inflicted upon him 
in vain, it was pronounced dangerous to per» 
severe. Nature, it was declared, must now be 
left to hek^self ; instances were> adduced in wfaidi 
equidly dangerous wounds had healed spon^ 
taneously, and the. patients had borne iroa with 
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tfaem to their graves, without suffering more 
than occ94»oDal iQconvenience ; and if.the.pre^ 
sent ewe were destined to take a fat^ turn 
from the nature of the interna} injury, it was 
at all events desiral^le to avoid giving any more 
unnecessary pain to the patient. 

So iin£iiyourahle bad the symptoms become in 
the QQU^^ of tbfoe or four days, that Sir Giles 
himself was the only .one who felt confident 
of, his. recovery* Having taken up a notion 
that tl|e .Fr^chf made bad arrows, and. were 
suct^ unskilful arc^er^k) fiis, seldom to inflict a 
mortal wound, he copld not consent to be con- 
vinced'^f .hi$-^n^iatake. by any evidc^nce, and 
esp^ia^Iy by. pnp, offered m bis own person. 
It seemed to be aq act of insubordination that 
h^9,,bpdy. sbpuld thus presume to set itself up 
against the fir^ conviction of his mind ; and 
he took good care, therefore, whatever anguish 
or inconvenience he might endure, to attribute 
it to the blow of the battle-axe, rather than 
to ^^ arrow- wound, which be always maintain^ 
edj:q be trifling. Nature decided difierently ; 
h.is cheek grjCW hourly worse; fevey and in-s 
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lamination made ' rapid prdgi'ess ; titieqtiiWicftl 
proofs of a fatal termination b^gan'td manifest 
themselves, and the surgeon at last, after la- 
menting his inability to extract the iron, felt 
it his duty to ask Sir Giles whether he ^a^ pre- 
pared to die of his wound ? 

*^ No, Sir Leech,'' replied the knight witii a 
look that was much fiercer tfaaii' his enfeebled 
voice : '* and I will not tell k lie to dblige you. 
Fain would you have It said, that an English 
knight has at length been killed By a French 
archer; but never shall Sii' Giles Hungerford, 
of The Tor, lend himself' to any siich false 
averment. Of the blow from'thfe battle-axe, 
if it so please Heav€fn, I* am willih^ to die 
within the hour; but had I no other harm 
than this bodkin in my face, I would g&ge 
within three days to encounter the best knight 
of France oh horse or a-foot, in field or bar- 
rier, with lance, sword, or pole-axe.** 

Arching up his eye-brows, shrugging his 
shoulders, and turning out the palms of his 
hands^ the French surgeon protested that Sir 
Giles was at liberty to attribute his death' to 
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whatever cause be pleased, and that he w^fe 
only actuated by a sense of duty, when he 
deckared once more that his end was rapidly 
approaching. 

'* Little need have I then for your further 
company,'* said Sir Giles with a frown ; '" but 
hark ye. Sir Gaul, if I must e'en lay my botaes 
in French ground, give it not out to your 
fellows that I was killed by a French aiacher, 
for it is not, and shall not be, sooth; and tt 
were grievous to me to be thus slandered." 

The surgeon laid both hands upon his breast^ 
made a profound bow, and quitted the apart- 
ment, without reply; again, however, shrugging 
his shoulders when he had passed the threshold^ 
at the strange and stubborn fancy of his pa- 
ti^t. 

Dudley, who entered shortly afterwards, had 
no sooner seated himself by his bedside, than the 
knight, extending to him his fevered hand, thtis 
«d<lressed him.—** Poyns, my good cotnpanion 
afvd trusty squire, for such have you well 
provied yoiu-self in this and ©very brunt of feitd, 
yonder blood-letter stoutly avers that I must 
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die, ttnd ottkvmitj I miMbruflted, from the very 
first, tliQt blow oC.the battle<4Jxe or pole-^xe, 
X know not' which it was; and I have doomful 
feelings within me, that do indeed aature me 
my tQumament of life is wdl nigh run, and 
that I shall shortly be dismissed to my Isust 
Ipdging; wherefore give good heed- to what 
1 say, and fail not to see my dying orders and 
request faithfully fulfilled. It is known to you 
that my singular good friend, Sir Lionel Fitz* 
maurice, saved my life at the battle of Flod* 
den^ for his hardy deeds, oni which day he Was 
knighted on the spot^ You are well aware 
that my kinsman, Lord. Hungerfbrd, is of ^vil 
fame, and a blot to our eacutcheon, whom I 
need not care to endow with my fortunes for 
yourself, you are already sure of rich heritage^ 
and will moreover recme goodly portion with 
the daugMer of Sir Eustace Poyns, to whom 
you are ikffianced, I have therefore provided 
by. my will, fthat if your cousin Cecil, my only 
child, should die without issue, all my manory 
and estates,, lands, houses^ and heredilauients, 
should devolve upon Sir Lionel Fitssmaurke, 



OB THB TDft HtliL. 

hi' gratitude A>r my preaetvatton at Floddttn. 
To hkm have I entrusted th« inaiiagdiiie»t of 
all my affurs m Bngkai}, f of which pqirpofie 
I gave him up my house of The Tors; and' knarw* 
iog him by good warrant to be an approved 
soldier, I ha?e to him also confided the edtt« 
cation of my boy Cecil. From my Icmg absence 
in the wars, I have not for some years seen 
^ther Ei^land or my son, and, by Saint John 
Baptist f my good Dudley,, it draws blood frooi 
my very heart to tell .due what sorry tidings 
I kara of him ; for Sir lionel ever writes mt 
word that he is not only of feeble fcame^ a mis*- 
fortune which might have been well endused, 
but that he is of so dastard, craven, and wo^- 
nanish a spirit, as to mislike the great horse 
and the lanoe, the bow and the sword, and all 
^ercise of arms and kkughtly practice/' 

*"' My cdusin is yet young,*^ said Dudley, 
^ and you state him to be sickly. Do^bt not 
that- with better years. aiad health, a mor^ fiery 
spirit will be kindled, «nditbat he will yet pro^ 
iHmaelf a true and valiant HungerfonL" 
^<^Alas the while! .jsay good Foyns, I.have 
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m^ ^old jQu.^Uj for /bis ^ardiaii uddsthat 
he tsfsby and ^ulkoysluinwAgiaU accost, and 
0ve^ fmling and tnopbig iti the muttpft; atld 
mwed^er^ thati be ifears his faculties to be (so 
ficail that he will grow up to be little blotter 
thaQ a simple-witted innocent* Whetefore^ as 
I would not that he should be^ennollod a^knight^ 
only perchance (to prove a recreant tatbe order, 
and* a didionour to his lineage; it is Hay will 
that he. should never wiearihaFDes9, but maartf 
so soon as he oames to msriik'e estatB, ih the hope 
that he mayvaise'ti]! anrbeir more able thaii 
himself to sastailk out honours^ and our escutch^ 
00fr; and finally, bb I wish iiot a itaoe^of guUs^ 
dottereisy and duntes,' to deecetad from htsloins^ 
aoid as Sir Lionel and his tpvesenit tutor' lave 
doubtful of his wits and hopeless of'hds sdidhsu 
ship, I desire that he may be straightway placed 
vfUHk die i^bbot of 6Iastonb«ry, who is a good 
and leai^ed ckrk, and moreover .wiett^sSciHed 
la ^le breeding of youth. Now tell me^ my 
g(«A Dudliey, do you bear all this dearly in 
your mind?: i ^^; will - yeu ipromise td beras 
fadfthflil ibfttkla&ex death, ^as you !hav& been 
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jn my life-time, by conveying these instnie- 
tions to Sir Lionel, and caring that tbey be 
carried into strict execution ?^ 

" Every particular is impressed deeply on 
my mind/' replied Dudley ; *' and I pledge 
myself to see your wishes fulfilled ; but were it 
not well that you should record them in a let- 
ter, that so I may have warrant to Sir Lionel ?'' 

'* Right, boy, right ; and prythee indite it 
for my cdgnature incontinently^ for I was ever 
more ready at handling a lance than a pen, and 
now, when both head and hand are beginning 
to fail me, I should make but a sorry scribe,^' 

Dudley withdrew to prepare the letter, and 
returning when he had completed it, presented 
it to his uncle, who, as he sighed it, uttered the 
first sigh that had yet escaped his lips, and ex* 
claimed, in a regretful tone, " Ah, Dudley ^ 
Dudley I I shall sdon lie in the dark and deaf 
grave, where 1 shall neither see harnessed 
knights, barbed steeds, and brandished lances ; 
nor hear herald cry to the onset at tilt or tour- 
nament. My heart shall leap no more at the 
loved sound of the trumpet ; I shall never 
more spur Roan Runnymede among the 
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Spears, nor sit at gajs banquett, nor listen to 
mincers song, nor gaze upon the bright eyes 
of beauty. Farewell, my goodly mansloD eif 
The Tor, my parks and manors, my wide 
chaces and pleasant woodlands 1 I shall never 
again tnake ye echo to the bugle horn, as I hunt' 
the stag; >nor ride mecrilfy . amid your greeni 
trees with hawk and ialcou* Let me, at least, 
have my .helmet hung up in Glaatonbnry 
Church, with a bi^ass-inlayed stone beneath, 
that it may be he:trea£ter known there was onoe 
such a knight as Sir Qili^s Hungerford, of The 
Torr . 

** Truly, Sir,'' xepUed Dudley, who had not 
expected to find his uncle in so desponding- a 
mood, " you must endeavour to .f<>rget the 
pleasures of this world, and, if it like you tQ 
have ghostly comfort and be shriven, I can 
bring, you a priest of the French King's Scot« 
tisb. guard, who is now at MQntreuil,and speaks 
good English.'" 

'^ I like not these Scotsmen's white coats, 
guarded with silver bullion ; nor do they han<- 
die .their, weapons so cleanly as our Sentisb or 
Somersetshire bowmen ; but as their priest may 
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hetttt und^ntaiMl hii craft than his: empkifcr& 
theft's^ let hitn, o^ Ood'^s imme ! do BBie his good 
offices.^ 

** I know not, good father,^ said the kni^t^ 
when the holy man entered his apartment, 
*^ that I have done aught to incur the ceii-> 
sure of holy mother church, or to need her 
absolution and pardon. I have made two fil- 
grimages to our Lady of Walmngham, and one 
to Saint Thomas k Becket, giving annually a 
silver chalice and six wax-lights to die former, 
and to the latter, a green velvet altar-pall for 
festivals, a Paschal taper, and a cope for the 
quire, to be worn by the priest out of mass- 
time. To the chantrey of Farleigh, I have 
presented a grail, a psalter, and an antipboner, 
all three being illuminated and bound with gold 
clasps ; besides a font, with a lock and key, to 
prevent the water from being stolen. I have 
ever put an angel in the candlestick upon Caai- 
dlemas-day, besides giving alms to the poor at 
AUhallow Mass, and the Feast of Pentecost ; 
and by my will, I have not only provided eight 
waX'lights for the chapel of St. Joseph of Ari* 
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Hient for snying a spociaLmiMa for the repoae lof 
my soul for ever, after every tolling of the Ave 
b^ iti tbe morning,^ 

^^ These ane good deeds^ my aon^ which as- 
suredly will Bot be forgotten, hut it mther. be- 
comes thee iK>w to recal such peccadilloes or 
graver dSeoces a» may need repei^tapceaiid. ab- 
solution, than to vau&t thy. rjgbt^us doings, 
however seemly. Ha^t tbou no sins with which 
thou eanst charge thy conscience ?'^ 

'^ I dp remind me» good father, that whea his 
^race^s troops lay beyond Bayonne^ waiting the 
supplies which the King of Arragon should 
have sent us, myself and the Baroi^ of Bur- 
ford, with a party of demi-lances and custrils, 
crossed iixe river of St. Mary, and attack^ a 
French squadron, then making an ascry ; purisu- 
ing them so far that we fell into an ambush where 
many of our best men were done to deaths which 
hath ever grieved me, seeing that I was repriev- 
ed by the Lord Marquess for acting wiihput 
orders. And at the fight of Terouenne, I for-* 
bore to slay a part of my prisoners as I ^ad 

VOL. I. s 
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been oounBelled^ whereby tbey rose and destroy- 
ed their guard, and plundered our tents, which 
hath since lain heavy at my heart.^ 

^* This were soon pardoned thee, my 6on, the 
more readily as it arose from feelings of Chris- 
tian clemency. Hast thou nought else to con- 
fess?" 

^^ Nothing, save that I did once, out of a 
grudge to the good Abbot of Glastonbury, 
which has, however, been weU reconciled, riioot 
three of his fattest bucks with a cross-bow, but 
I have provided by my will eight wax4ights, 
as I told you, for the Chapel of St. Joseph at 
Arimathea." 

" Eight waxen sizes, my son, are but a sorry 
retribution for so grave a misdeed.^^ 

^^ Why then> o* God's name," cried the 
knight, testily ; *^ let them, an' you wQl, be 
whole quarrions" — (which were large square 
pieces of wax» with a wick in thetn,) — ^^ and 
prythee keep no more coil about the Abbot"^ 
bucks which cost him never a vemsoii-pasty the 
less; but do your shriving wcH-k g^itly and 
quickly, tor I feel that I am not long to live." 
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The priest having prayed for some time by 
side^ and administered the viaticum, with- 
drew, and when Dudley re-entered the cham- 
ber, faro imde dedared that he feh more com- 
forted in hk mind, and was perfectly redgned 
to his fate. ^' But tell me, good Poyns,^ he 
enquired, ^^ what paper have you yonder in your 
hand?" 

^^ A trumpeter has just arrived from Calais, 
bringing a message to the governor of Mon-i 
treuil^" repHed the squine; *^and this letter 
for yourself, which bears the signet of Sir Gil-* 
bert Talbot."" The knight took the paper, and 
read aloud the superscription—-'^ To my right 
worshipful and espeeial good friendj Sir Giles 
Hungcrford of The Tor : — ^give these with all 
diligence. Haste ! haste ! haste ! post haste !" 
when be retunHed the packet to the squire, 
dediring him to cut the silk, and break the wax, 
and read llie contents, which he added oottid 
be of litde interest, since he had fiimlly done 
whh all Oie affairs of thk worid. Sir Gilbert 
stated in his letter that he had no socmer learnt 
Sir Gileefs uitfortunate capture, than be dti^ 
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patcihfid the . pre^nt trumpeteri to «soerti|ia the 
amount of his ransom-moQeji .whiqh he, un- 
dertk>pk to jTorwi^rd within twelre hours aft^r 
receivipg a reply ; adding) that as there wa» 
Uttle stirriag^ he had sent a diallenge to the 
captain, of Mon^euil» inyiting him to select six 
gentleraeo of his, garrison to meet six gentlemen 
of thf garrison of Calais in the plain of -Mar- 
gesson, that they might %ht together for the 
love, of their, resp^tive ladies* ^his singular 
remnant of the practice^ of chivalry, was not 
unfrequently adopted^ f^ven so • lat^ as Henry 
the Eighth^s time, to relieve the wearisomeness 
of a, dege^ or t)^ lu^guor 'of jnacitxve hostilities: 
and as Sir Gilbert^ although he would not trust 
the wild and rash .valour of the knight to the 
chance of war upon every fo^ayinto the French 
pale, would coniideintly jut him against any 
even; Qumbers in the worlds he concluded bis 
letter by stating, that the^day of encounter 
should be postponed until he was sufficiently 
recovered to become one of the champions. 

His; communication was meant in all kind* 
ness to the' wounded, kmght, but its. effect corre- 
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^ponded not with tlie intention, for he had no 
sooner heard it than he iststrted up in his bed, 
eKclaiming eagerly — ** Nc^w by heavens and my 
holidame ! I never thought .till now that it 
could be such bitterness to die.-^IMe ! By the 
mass ! I must not and will not quit life, till I 
have once more struck fire with my sword upon 
a 'Frenchman's steel scall-cap. And see, boy, I 
am already better — ^I am well. Reach me my 
lance,' good Dudley, and hand me down my 
harness, for I am stout of heart and limb, and 
able to overset and dash to the ground both 
horse and horsemen.^ — At these words he fell 
back in his bed, utterly e^diausted by <the efforts 
he had made, and aft^r having remained some 
time silent, sunk into uneasy slumber. On his 
awaking he was light-beaded, iaid bis wander- 
ing thoughts, compounded of his religious exer- 
cises with the priest, and the projected en- 
counter with the French knights, suggest^ to 
him a beatific vision, in which cfalistianity and 
chivalry were strangely bknded. Imagining 
himself to be again bestriding Roan Runny- 
mede in some Elysium of departed knights, he 
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declared that he saw priests^ ftiars^ and abbots, 
anned cap-^pie^ mounted on stately war-horses, 
and spurring against each other at tilt and 
tournament ; the whole being so distinctly pic- 
tured to his mental eye, that he described the 
sfdendour of their several equipments with great 
exactness. 

Another sleep succeeded to this rhapsody, and 
in the short lucid interval that was granted him 
when he again awoke^ he most earnestly exhorted 
Dudley never to wear any other helmet in battk 
than one constructed upon his improved princi* 
pie; and having finally intreated him to con- 
vey his last blesflii^ to his son Cecil, he gently 
squeezed^ his haad^ and almost immediately 
expixed. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Ye 908sip% alewive% crones U-with jugm 
CanSf cruises^ pottles^ cupsj and mogB, 

Each other greeting ; 
TeQ me, ye tMXMdng beldames^ why 
Yon monk is of your company. 

And what's your meeting ? 

Th8 Duke of VendSme hsriBg by this time 
returned to, Montreuil^ Bnd learnt tbe death of 
his valiant prisoner, not only refused, with great 
generosity, to take any ransom for his squire, 
although it would have been readily found, as 
his connections were affluent, but gave orders 
that the body of Sir Giles should be escorted to 
the frontiers of the English pale with all mili^ 
tary honours. Preceded by a trumpeter, and a 
mounted whiffler with his horn, the procession 
accordingly set forward on the following mom- 
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iogi the corpse htihg iScftnexipdYi a eanttdd/the 
lance, sword, and harness, disposed around it^ 
Dadley following, and the escort of demi-lances 
and archers on horseback bringing up the reat. 
In this order they reached the English frontier, 
when the French returned to their own quar- 
ters, and Sir Gilbert Talbot, having dispatched 
a guard of honour for the purpote, the body of 
the deceased was accompanied back to Cdiais, 
and carried under the archway 6f the Boulogne 
gate, which he had passed through afbwmotn- 
ings before, motiinted on his stately war-horse, 
cased in armour of proof, and in the confi- 
dent yalour of bis heart, anticipating a pros- 
perous issue to his enterprise. What added to 
the melancholy feelitigs, which the present cofa- 
trast was calculated to awakefn- in* the breasts of 
the townspeople, was the recollection, that of the 
whole body of adventurers who had so gallantly 
marched under his command, not a single indi- 
vidual was now left alive, so desperate had been 
*the conflict, and so utter the destriiction of the 
band. With all due solemnity, and in pre- 
sence of the whole assembled garrison, the body 
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I 

St, ]^ip;bpla«, Sir. Gilbert, Talbot oh^ging. btfu- 
jn^ with the office pf ^r^tijQig. a mopuipent, 
with a suitable ioscripUoiH to. comoi^rnQrat^ bis 
various Achi^emeots^ ai^d xYnw melancholgr tar- 
mipatioQ.. , . 

A truce having been 't^Qcbddfd between the 
two nations shortly ^tf r this cereopomyj Dudley 
avajlled hisneelf of the interval to proceed .to 
.England? fori the purpose :Qf .acpomphdiing the 
Jast wishes of iSir.Q-iki3> »^ w^ aa of coining to 
msae decision. in a. n^utter* wherein- hiaoi(v^a fq- 
inre liap{Hne99..^nd wejfiyre .wera.xnost deeply 
concerned^ Jt . h^9 fym> already, iqtiinatec] that 
he was affianced to th|e. daughter of Sir Eustace 
^^y^»% an eog^^went, bpvfiver,, in. which bis 
own wi^s • had neycir b^ei^ ^onf^dt^. In. tj^e 
upper cdasse9 of lif^ at .this period^ it. was. no 
«unc0mnion thing for par^njtS: ta.JTc^in oo^tracts 
for the intermarria^ of their sons and d«4|gh- 
ters, even while they w^e yet infants.. Dud- 
ley's (ather hM °<^ oojy nan^od his son after 
his friend Sir Eu^ace Poyns, but had entered 
into a fornml legal, coven^t for his marrying 
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Poym upon her attafhiiog the age of d^ 
teen, the portion to be advanced on either side 
being exactly stipulated, and even the mansidn 
specified in which the new->mamed couple were 
to reside. In engagements of tins nature it 
was sometimes customary, where there were 
two or three daughters, to give the bridegroom 
the choice of his bride ; but no such selection 
had Iveen allowed to Dudley, who was bound by 
name to marry Bridget^ the eldest daughter (A 
Sir Eustace Poyns, of Beckhampton Hall, in 
the county of Wilts. 

Subsequently to this agreement which, with 
the due assistance of lawyers, had been signed, 
sealed^ and interdianged, while Dudley was a 
child, many circumstances had occurred to render 
its eicecution on bis part extremely problematical. 
Both his parents being now dead, he did not 
consid^ himself any longer responsible for the 
fulfilment of a contract to which he had never 
been a party : he had not seen the young l$idy 
thus diosen for him since she was an inmate of 
the nursery ; he had a particular objection to 
the name of Bridget ; land his recollections of . 
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Sir Eustace wi^re by no news sucb as to tiender 
him anxious to daim him as a father-in-law. 
His own absence in the wars, where he bad 
been generally moving about with the army, 
had prevented any frequent communication be- 
tween them, but as the young lady's eighteenth 
year was now approaching, and her father 
would doubtless reckon upon the completion of 
the contract, if he did not hear to the contrary, 
it was absolutely necessary to come to some 
immediate decision upon the subject. This he 
could hardly do without an interview, and he 
accordingly determined to avail himself of his 
present visit to England, for proceeding to 
Beckhampton Hall, and judging for himself as 
to the course be should pursue. If he found 
the young lady adapted to his taste, and Ukely 
ta constitute a fitting wife for him, there was 
no reason why he should deviate from the 
arrangements made by his parents; if other- 
wise, he determined not to adhere to them; 
md in this latter alternative nothing would 
remain to him but the painful task of declining 
the intended honour, and attributing it frankly 
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to its real ca^me i-^^ contviotion that tBe Mftt 
4(nent of the cootcact Tould not t«nd tci the hap» 
pinei^ of either party, where liiere was a want 
of that reciprocal affection, on which so im^ 
portant a meaaure as marriage ought always to 
he founded. 

Laying down the^e resolutions for his fatuity 
conduct, he apprised Sir Eustace hy letter of his 
intended visit to England ; and taking with him 
the ominous helmet which he had been instruct* 
ed to suspend in the church of Glastonbury, 
together with the letter for Sir Lionel Fitzmau- 
rice, he commenced his journey, accompanied 
by Pierre, an Anglo-Gaulish servant whom lie 
had picked up at Calais. This personage^bad 
so often alternated in his residence between .the 
French and English pale, respectively serviog 
masters oi each country, to whom he recouK 
mended himself by his knowledge of both lan^ 
guages, that he was himself often at a los« of 
which government to consider himself a subject, 
or to which to give the preference ; although at 
the bottom of his heart, France, which wals the 
place of his nativity, possessed thagreatpst sl^are. 



o£ loJlB ai^ctbtts." Hadiiot fais Mttires, accent, 
and gestkuUition betl-ayed him to others to be of 
Ganlkh oiighiy his ligfat-heaitedness and c(onsti- 
tittdoBcd good-htimour under €^ery trial of tem- 
per would have afforded strong presuibption ctf 
his having no English blood in liis veins. He 
was proud) however, of calling himself a British 
sub^t when either profit or honour were attach* 
ed to that title ; while in everything wherein the 
French bore the palm, he took care to claim a 
share of the distinction by assumii^g them for his 
countrymen. With this attendant Dudley cross- 
ed the Channel, when he purchased a horse for 
himself, and another of sufiici^nt strength to 
carry the huge valise, which was strapped to its 
back, in addition to Pierre ; and thus Equipped, 
they set forward upott their long journey to tlie 
ancient seat of the Hungerfords of The Tor. 
This eitpedition we shall for the present leave 
them to prosecute in the lingering manner which 
was then rendered inevitable by the want of fresh 
Ik^'scs,- by bad roads, worse accommodation, and 
difficulties and obstructions of every sort ; while 
by that pleasant and magical conveyance which a 
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writer can accomplith widi a aingle flourish of liis 
pen^nre tcanstfier our readers to a.8traggling street, 
or rather lane of houses, in the immediate vun- 
nity of the then thriving town oi Wells in So* 
mersetshire. 

At one extremity of this irregular street stood 
an anciant tenement, which had for many years 
acquired no inconsiderable cdebrity as an inn, 
although he who should associate it in his mind 
with our modem hotels, which may justly be 
termed the palaces of the public, would be grie- 
vously mistaken in his estimate. The building in 
question was a large, low, thatched house of two 
stories, the walls of rubble covered with yellow 
plaster, intersected and crossed with solid beams, 
or rather rough-hewn trees' of old willow, oak 
being deemed too "precious a wood when this 
oaravansera was constructed, to be appropriated 
to any but churches, and mcmasteries, or the 
palaces and mansions of the great. Chimney it 
had none, for these were deemed luxuries even at 
a later period, when there were seldom more than 
two or three in each country town, besides those 
of the manor-house and the religious edifices ; 
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the fires beii^ :tiiiide ' in louver holes, or laid 
agUBst rere-dosses ifr the hall, and tlie smoke 
being contiderei a salutary specific^ not only for 
ha9*djaiiDg the timfoers of the roof, but for secur* 
ing the inmates against catarrhs and rheums. 
The windows of our rural hostelry were of w^ood- 
en lattice^work, some of them having the inter- 
stices left open to the weather, or only screened 
with canvas ; while two that probably belonged 
to the best apartment, were filled with thin 
shavings of horn instead of glass. One of the 
door-posts was rudely cheequered with red and 
white squares, placed diamond-ways, to signify 
that the game of tables or draughts might be 
fiAyed within, and from this sign or symbol, as 
well as from the frequent resort of way-&rers, 
for the purpose of enjoying thi» reeceatiein while 
they sipped their ale, the house was known in 
those parts by the name of ** The Tables.^* 

And well and widely known it was, for there 
was no Somersetshire woman, between the Men- 

* These sq^mres being gen^rflly painted so as to re- 
semble lattice-work, the term '^ red-lattkse phrases" 
came to be applied to such vulgar language as was only 
worthy of the alehouse. 
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dip Hffltand Esnidor Foreit, or from Eilten 
Hay to 'Cre«rkerne Abbejr in .mich high 'rspiatiti 
for brewing good ale^ as the vndow Stt> Fawcciti 
of the Tables. She was supposed to have db*- 
tained the secret of her art from a cunning 
monk, who, aecording to the scandalous repcxrt 
of the'fie^hbourhood^ frequented her house for 
other purpows than to hear her confession ; eh- 
though the real mystery of her superior :brew^ 
age connsted siikiply in purchasing the ingrer 
dients herself, and preparing > the beveri^ with 
ber own hands, in her o^nhouse^ Another.chx 
cumstance which contributed- to the fame of her 
establidiment was her practice^ not uncomtnon 
in those days, tbcMigh inow fiH^unately discoii<» 
tinued, of advancing tiquoor upon pledge ; of 
keeping in fact a pawnbroker's \sbop, and lend- 
ing ale upon the security of goods, chattels^ and 
household stuff of all descriptions ; a custom 
which at a period when pence w^e almost as 
rare among the peasantry, as pounds are now,* 
must have been a prodigious, accommodation ^ 

• The wages of a field labourer in this reign, varied 
f^m a penny t6 three liidf)^]i<!te a jda^.^ ' -;•?.>, 
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tJieibdliea- df the >tIiirh-ly,tal]kfaoi]gh tl may. bttre 
pcohphlj DccafiioBed tbe&r r books^ to go .ofi;e& 
bftie^ arjd tkeir cottages to be fcequently diafmr^ 
Biihed. The weather was unusually sultry, ihn 
men were all harvesting in the fieldsy.ihe wo» 
me&, who had been out gleaning^, felt with 1D019 
than ordmary keesmess the neeeesity of moisten* 
ing their palates, the. statute-fair bad a* few 
days before compfetlely eiJiausted thbir little 
hoards of hal£*pence and fartkings^ and this 
combination <i£ eh-cumstanceB oocasioned a flock, 
of female villagers to betake themsdi^s to^ Sib 
Fawcett^s, most of them proYided with some 
pledge or deposit ^hinb tbey were to leave in 
pawn for the desidierated liqaioaf; while sonefew^ 
hoped to be equally successful by the moi» 
simple expedient of the blaqk board and. thf) 
dialk-sebre. 

The public room of the Tables wds a lar^ 
chamber^ proTided with forms and deal boards 
upon tressek, the bard, plastered .walls were 
blackened with smoke, the< windows were of 
open wooden lattice, and the clay floor was 
strewed with ruahes, which, f rom ai^ o^ndent col*- 
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leetion of gnMe* beo*, bones, tbe riiMiiigps 
of wooden trenchers, the filAineas oocMOoed 
by the dogs of the guests, and other abonunft- 
tions, oonstHnted a noAss little better^ eithtf in 
odour or appeamnceythan so much duag. Nor 
diould such sluttidi housewifery emtail any 
peculiar disgrace upon Sib Fawcett, since it it 
recorded by no less an authority than S^rasmus, 
that such was generally the case in the bouses 
of the couimon people^ to whose preralent want 
of cleanliness he attributes the frequency of the 
pbgue in Englatid. In one corner of thifr apart* 
ment two old crones were playing ait tables 
beside the open casement, apparently too much 
occupied in their game to be eren annoyed by 
the wrangling and jangKng at the c^spostte 
extremity of the room, where Sib Fawcett sate 
installed behind a species of desk, on which was 
lying the black score-board and a lump of 
chalk, while beside her stood her son Dickon, 
(a marrellously ill-favoured youth with an omi« 
nous squint,) fNTovided with pai, ink, and 
paper, and acting as accountant; an evidence 
of clerkship which was suffit^ntly rare in that 
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q»bere of life, to justify ift aome degree the 
tnoi^iiuite pride with which hia mothei: eontem^ 
piated bis aocomplishnieiits. In front of this 
ooiiple was ccdlected a bevy pf women, who 
attested the heat of the weatbar by their dis* 
ordered dresses and red faces, not less unequi* 
vocally than by the eagerness with which they 
were seekii^ a supply of good ale to alleviate 
their thirst, and carry home to their houses. 
Finr this purpose each vaonled the vakie of her 
proffered pledge as she pat it forward, while 
Sib Fawcett, widi a voice and look that sa- 
vcmred not a little of the shrew, was equally 
anxious to depreciate the property^ with the 
obvious motive of limiting her liquid advances^ 
^^ Gramercy ! neighbour Hogmore,^ she exdaim** 
ed, ^^ why thrust ye this rosary in my face? 
Odsopredous ! would ye sell heaven for a pOtUie- 
pot of malt liquor, a,nd what will Father Bar- 
nabas say when ye come to confesrion? and 
caU ye this string of blaek marbles a rosary ? 
Beshrew me, an I have not seen a better made 
of bored ha«sle-nuts and oak*apples.^ 
" Cogs wounds. Sib !" replied the person th^i 
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addressed; « leave your jeering and look again : 
is not this paternoster a large false garnet as 
bright as amber? — ^this ave-mary a real rock' 
chrystal, or glaiss that is as good? this credo 
a true Bristol pebble, and all the rest as honest 
black beads as ever were prayed to, and sure 
ye will not boggle at filling the pottle-pot iipon 
the pledge, even an I asked it twice over," 

" With lees and vat washings, perhaps," 
quoth the hostess; "but not with Sib Faw- 
cett's ale at two-pence a gallon. Hbwbeit, give 
me the baubles, the credo is a pretty pebble ; 
so Dickon, set down a quart to Gammer Hog- 
more, put her tally on the rosary, and lock it 
up, — By my fackins. Gossip Delves, this is 
rare I what gear have we here, I marvel ? an 
old iron ring to hang arras upon, or pulled, 
mayhap, by some restive horse out of a barn 
door; and upon this blacksmith'^s rubbish, I 
am to fill yonder black-jack with good ale! 
Marry ! what sort of a gull do ye take me 
for?'' 

" For a blind buzzard. Sib, rather than n 
gull, for, by the rood, this ring is well worth 
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golden royak. of any inan^s money, ay, or.wo- 
xnan's either, seeing it is a true and genuine 
cp-ainp-ring, touched and hallowed by King 
Henry on a Good Friday, after himself and 
the queen, and the lords and ladies of the 
court, had. all crept to the cross ; and I wish 
ye might be this instant drawn double by the 
cramp that ye might see how clean and clever 
it shall be driven away by a single touch of 
this holy relic/' 

"And. yet, Grossip Delves, thou would'st 
rather trust to a pottle of Sib^s malting : and 
ma$s i thou Vt in the right, for no church-ale 
that eVr was brewed, was more sovereign for 
the quack, tlie pose, and the. cholic; though 
the cramp, I grant ye, takes a stubborn grip, 
and will not away with anything weaker than 
rosa solia or aqua yitae, which iai sixteen-];^nce 
tbe quart. Is there sure warrant for this being 
a real Good Friday and King Harry cramp 
ring?" 

*' Ay, marry is there. Sib ; warrant of foot, 
leg, and stomach, all of whidi have been well 
indebted to it. Was it o' S^nt Helen's day or 
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at Lammas that I was last seized with cmnpy 
as I was—'* 

^ Slid, gosnp, it matters not^ lor your Mack 
Jack shall be filled, so Dicfcoa write it down, 
and put a label oa the ring, and hang it in my 
cupboard, for I am apt to be queasy and 
qualmy o* nights, and feel sometimes a strange 
twitching in the calf of my left leg. — Why 
how now. Goody Tapps, am I to fill your skil- 
let with strong and nappy ale fcur this dd 
furred fiocket and hood of Lincoln greai, which 
has been worn and turned till the threads show 
themselves like so much widiered hay. No, by 
the mass! I will not warm the stomach for 
gear that will leave the back oold, so go thy 
ways, goody, and keep thy akiUet, that Gaffer 
Tapps may have boiled porridge for his suppen 
— What, neighboxur Stiles, pawn thy weddings 
ring to fill the twiggen-bottle ! here will be a 
rare coil when the good man sees the white 
mark on thy finger ! but gold 's gold : so, Dickon, 
fill her pottle-pitcher, and set her name to the 
yellow hoop, and away with it to tlie cupbo«rd. 
What 's next, I wonder ? a ^nning-wheel with 
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flake and backk. T fackins ! neighbour mme, 
not a drop upon this gear^ for there ^s mo much 
tnore drinking than Bpianiiig o' tbif hot weather 
and gleaning time, that I might empty my vats 
of good beer, and fill ibem, an I would, with 
<Jd rocks and distaffs*^* 

^' Sib, Sib, ye are in the right on^t,'' said an 
otd woman Inisdiog forward s ^^ for ye may 
have that in pledge which i4 ready money, ay, 
and better than m<Hiey, all the world over*^ 
So sajring, she took a parcel from under her 
«rm, and unrolling a succession of wrappers, 
in which it was carefully folded, exhibited a 
little wooden box fashioned like a casket, which 
she opened, and displayed its contents with an 
air of ^eat pride and confidence. ^^ By cock 
and pie ! Granny Stiles, this is rare foolery T 
cried Sib ; *^ Beshrew me an^ I looked not for 
jewels at die least, and here we have withered 
camomile flowers, or dried senna, or some such 
fltanmery, fit only for the doctor's shop. An 
they were good hops now — " 

^Ood pardon us a£ ! and amen !^ ejaculated 
Oranny Stiles, classing herself and curtsying ; 
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** are ye turned Pagan, that ye venture thus 
profanely to jibe the real blossoms of the Glas- 
tonbury thorn, with this holy certificate that 
they are genuine ?" 

It was universally known in those days that 
when Saint Joseph of Arimathea, during his 
misfdon to England, arrived at Weary-all-hill, 
near. Glastonbury, he struck his travelling 
staff into the earth, which immediately took 
root, and ever after put forth its leaves and 
blossoms on Christmas-day, being converted 
into a miraculous thorn. This tree, which had 
two distinct trunks, preserved its celebrity till 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, when one of them 
was destroyed by a Puritan, and the other met 
the same fate diuing the great rebellion. At 
the time of our history, its blossoms were es- 
teemed such great curiosities and sovereign 
specifics, as to become an object of gwn to the 
merchants of Bristol, who not only disposed 
of them to the inhabitants of their own city, 
but exported them to different parts of Eu- 
rope. This Sib well knew, and she. had there- 
fore no sooner cast her eye upon the certificate,^ 
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than' she complied with all Granny Sttles^$ 
wishes, and carefully locked up the precious . 
deposit. 

Besides these holy pawns, there were relics 
for rain, for avoiding the' evil eye, for rooting 
out charlock, and all weeds in com, with si- 
milar specifics ; which, at this time, were con- 
sidered the best of all property. Pledges, be- 
sides, were oflTered in abundance, of a more 
homely nature, such as grogram skirts, pole- 
davy gowns, lockram aprons, and articles of 
all sorts, some of whose owners she dispatched 
well satisfied, sending others away thirsty and 
grumbling, and having a ready and a sharp 
word for all ; until her attention was arrested 
by one of the old crones in the corner, who, 
having lost her sole penny' at tables, and pos- 
sessing nothing pledgable, had recourse to an 
expedient for satisfying her thirst, which she 
had often practised upon former occasions, and 
never without- success. Lifting up her hands 
with 'well-feigned amazement, and alternately 
turning her eyes to heaven, and fixing them 
upon the ugly urchin who was writing labels, 

VOL. I. F 
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and makii^ entriei in an accooot-bDok, i» 
qaculated irith great fervour— -^^Oh ike fathen ! 
was there ever such another clever child! Oh 
thie sweet imp i Oh the pretty dandyprat ! Oh 
the darling, only look at him !^ and then she 
began singing in a tremulous cracked voic^^ 



" By Saint Mary our lady. 
Your mammy and your daddy. 
Brought forth a goodly hahy. 

My dainty Dickon dear !" 

Sib Fawcett's habitually sour and shrewish 
features relaxed at these welcome sounds; she 
eyed her boy with a doating expression, which 
he returned with a sinister squint ; and then 
fiUing a large horn by her side, and sending it 
to the old crone in the comer, she exdaimed 
with a smiling countenance — "Pledge you. Mo- 
ther Trotman^ pledge you. Isn^t he a sweet 
and clerkly yoiith?'" at this moment a younger 
son made a hasty irruption into the room, bawl- 
ing aloud, " Mother, mother ! there ^s the hlack 
K)w got into the mash-vat P' an intimation at 
which Sib Fawcett started up in great wrath, 
and seizing a staff, while she cried out ''Pin- 



TRE Ton MICL. 09 



dier ! Pincfaer ! bej, dog, hey t*' she hinrried out 
at the baek^oor, her shriM md angry exehouu 

tions, which were presently mingled with • the 

• 

*loud barking of a dog, oontinuing «udible kxig 
after she was out of sight. Returning, hdwever, 
at length, she informed her guests that when 
Father Barnabas had called at her do(«, last 
AUhallowniass eve, for a half-pottle of ale, the 
weather being sultry, he had placMl it upon a 
wooden bench while he wiped his forehead with 
his cowl, when by evil hap, if not rather by the 
instigation of the devil, the black sow^eame up, 
and Tul]|iing her bade against the bench, u^set 
it upon the good father^s tender foot, and sptit 
the liquor : whereupon he cursed the 'beast, and 
throwing the pottle at it, hit it upon the head. 
Prom that moment 'i^e declared that the un- 
lucky animal had done nothing but mischief ; 
having repeatedly thrown down her children, 
broken a stone cruse of aqua vita?, killed the cat, 
knocked the spigot out of a hogget of a]e, grab- 
bed up the fences, drunk up the milk, clambered 
into the malt-tub, and now made her way into 
the mashing-vat, so that if Father Barnabas did 

F 2 
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not speedily take off his curse^ she verily belieTi- 
ed she should be obliged to tura the beast into 
bacon ^thottt further delay. 

At this instant a loud, clear bass-voice cbaunt- 

ed flvas without,, as if at mass-service — ^* Vn 

voJiis-ou&i r^ when the remaining guests start* 

ing up with pleased looks, exclaimed — ^^ Herc^s 

Friar Fraiik«->here \ the merry friar — ^bere 's the 

good friar— *>we can swear to his noble voice, an 

we heard it a mile off,*^ And immediately after-^ 

wiards, in confirmation of these predictions, a 

monk ithrudt his bsoad, heated, goodJbumoured 

£Me through the casement, a^d looking round 

hun. ^ith a benevolent smile, again chaunted in 

a> tone that made the room ring — ^^ Be-ne di-^ci-* 

te ! — How . fare ye, gossips, housewives, ale* 

wives^.and toping tipplers allF^ he continued^ 

and was proceeding to address them severally by 

n^megt when Sib Fawcett, with numerous cuJbtsies^ 

invito liim to enter, which he accordingly did, 

apparently suffering from the heat, to which his 

corpulent figure rendered him peculiarly sensi* 

tircf " By the cowl of St. Francis !'^ quoth the 
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fmr, *' a hotter day than thw we have not had 
since Perkyn Warbeek, the white-rose prince) at 
he styled himself, fled from Taimten to Bewdley 
Sanctuary, and his ribald soldiers, not consider* 
ing what need we had of ale in soch a svokiii^ 
season, foundered the abbey-cellar of ita stoi«. 
Sib Fawcett, Sib Fawcett t Inhere w na quench*' 
ing this fever of the blood but by maiuliqfior ; 
but I come not now to claim my daily oannHtin, 
as you term it, though I may rather call it my 
hon<»rarium, for instructing my pupil Dickon in 
spelling and scribbling; I have silver penoe in 
my pouch, daughter. It pleased a certain SKt 
Nicholas Hungerford, of the old time, (whose 
soul Grod assoil !) to direct a mass to be said for 
his repose after even-song on Teneber Wedncs- 
day by some godly and learned priest, which I; 
(heaven help the mark i) being counted to be, 
the mass was sung last night, the silver groat for 
my fee was paid me this morning, we are aB 
parched in the palate this thirsty afternoon, and 
thus, by pitcher and pottle-pot, I vow to dis- 
burse the whole in ale, for the benefit of myself. 



lot THB TOK HII^I. 

and aU other «iich good old woiaett aad gossqw 
m hftve not yet* whetted iviikde.'\ 

«« Oh tbe Messed £illm-i Heaim i^eed tbe 
mesriy monk ! Bleamgs od Ftiar Fraak r eja^ 
culated the women fateceBled ia the prmnkeil 
benelMlioii ; while the others b^im to gath^ 
round him iti the hope of sharing hfe boonty ^ 
though they were Aot iaduded ia hk iaviti^oD. 

<' Sib Faweett^*" oratinued the friaiv-^'^ call 
thy nimble tipster with this thnaadbaie eyeJids^ 
bald farows, aad sandy hair, and bid hisn 'dxaw 
spigot from ike best banrel; but let him no( 
hope to ciieat us with frotbjr eurtle<aa9> no« 
oruaesy Aor tsagieai Mack j^eks, mM: double- 
deahng, hollow*hearted, false-bottomed^ bom^ 
basttc jugs^ for I will have nothing bat the 
honest si3C^hoop^ potj lull, and not foaming^ 
And harkee^ dauj^er, no longcde, nor red aie^ 
nor iropy ak, but good and wholesome nappij^ 
of Sib Fowcetf 8 best brewage.^ As the hostess 
bustled about with great alacrity, and an un-* 
usual pleasantness of ^tsagC) in ^reoution of the 
first ready-money older she had recei^ned dur- 



ing tile idiofe aftemooo^ Ibe iix4«9Dped..pot 
was pfesentlj plastd by the friar'a side^ wjhen 
caDing around him liiose who had Dotbeeo 
pteriouftij recreated, he filled a:lusty.faoieiiy and 
presenting it t(> one of tbeiD> bade her.entply it 
at a draught) and then protiountse a benediction 
for the founder of thenafls-peiiny. '^* Mercy 
fear the sou) of Sir Nkholas Hungerftird !'' 
ejaculated the woman, smacldng her Upa when 
she hiMl done. ^^ Amen !" quoth the friary and 
immediately crying oua-^*^ Super iiaculam !'" 
the good gossip^.who was aiScufitomed to hisf 
ways, tunied up the edge oi the horn upon her' 
thumb-nail to jlhow thM she' had completely 
empded it ; when the deep voice of the .friar, 
(^haunted ^ Fla*ce-bo P-^and the horn being 
r^enished, was handed to another with ,th^ 
saine ceremonies^ till the circle was ccxnpleled, 
after whiqh he quaiSPed lus own sl^e with a- 
smack of evident enjoynrcnt Another, round 
exhauirted the ^ value of the silver ^oat, and 
neu^y brought the friar to the end of the 
** Dirlg^" and the f^ De profundis,'\of which. 
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trith a levity that excited no irreverent emotions 
in his auditors, however indecorous it might be 
deemed at the 'present sera, he had chaunted 
portions with great solemnity between every 
fresh potation* 

When this ceremony had been twice per- 
formed, he tossed the silver groat to the hos« 
tess, exclaiming— "By the five joys of our Lady ! 
never was there a better exchange^ than this 
little dry dandyprat of modified earth, for half 
a score moistened palates, happy faces, and 
wagging tongues ; and if the good Sir Nicholas, 
(whom Heaven assoilzie !) be the better for his 
mass, by the mass ! so are we the better for his 
groat, which we have put into Sib's crucible, 
and melted, into good ale. Ha!, it leaves a 
pleasant flavour upon the lip^i Sut how. now, 
ye graceless gossips, as I will call ye, since ye 
are. tattling and sniggering before grace has. 
been said for your meal, will ye not heajr the 
priest return thajiks for. what ye have had? 
Silence then, ye ungrateful topers, while I, pray 
for future blessings of the saqie sort, since ye 
are so reckless of the past.'' And then with 
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deep melody of Twce he dtnick up part of a 
merry old moiikidh hymn :— ^ 



cc 



O tu qui dans ora'cula^ scindis ootem novacula^" &c. 



exclaiming, when he had completed it — " My 
scholar Dickon shall one of these days translate 
the whole' to you ; for he has a straitforward eye 
to his book, although his strabismus, or squint, 
occasioneth him to look askew upon the world, 
ffib Fawcett, if thou hast a modicum of clarified 
honey, or a globule of siigar-candy in the pew- 
ter cup which thou keepest in the corner of 
the locker, I pray thee give it me, for I have 
trouled so lustily here, that I shall need it before 
I reach the singing-desk of Glastonbury, to the 
which I must presently pursue my journey. 
At this intimation of his departure, the corn- 

4 

pany crowded around him ' with a variety of 
petitions and applications, that threatened to 
detain him much longer in the neighbourhood 
than he had first intended; for the good friar, 
as he was justly named, was not only the gene- 
ral pacificator of the whole vicinity, and the 

iitiipire in every rural dispute, but constituting 

F 5 
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hinuelf llie jkpimA^ot the body, a» well at tte 
soul, was consulted tt aH tfae aiftasetits to wfikh 
the human frame is subject, from infancy to 
age. To qualify him for these various offices, 
be had ever at. his side a wallet, in which, ht^ 
9idei3 the psalter and mass-book, he carried 
divers pills, spasmadraps, cordials, and drops, 
for his adult patients ; as wdl a» comfits^ hooaey- 
biscuits, saffiron-cakes, and ^ngerbread>-nuts, lor 
the recreaticm and masticiltion of children: te 
say nothing of sundry lucky fartUngs and half* 
pence, which, being distributed as hd saw ocean 
sion, were ever found to produce most- salutary 
effects. By these speciiSes, to which the large 
crucifix appended to his rosi^^ imd a few 
relics hanging from his ginfie Were occasi<Hi{^ly 
brought in aid, he seldom fki^ t6 administer 
relief to his patients, ttiany of i^h^ib found hi» 
scraps of Latin, although tliey did not imd^**^ 
stand th^tn, his cheeiful looks a^^^oAv^rsafion^ 
and the melody of his 'fine voie^ as he chaiint^ 
a psalm or a hymn, at least as soverei^ reme^^ 
dies, as any of those that werecoBtained in^ bis- 
wallet. Nor was he less successful as a ghostly 
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coaaSofUt i Sor 9S. it wi|« one of liii benevoleiU 
maxiiBs^ that the poocer orderpwho gep^eily 
bear 3P soacb soffeiiiig) pmation,. and sorrow, 
httl^/wprldy dipuld at lea3t b^ encouraged to 
expect a better fate in the next, be took ymn$ 
to instil, into those whom he visited aa a con- 
feasor^ su^ conaoktpry hopes and assurances,. 

m 

as would smooth the bed of deathj^ if they, did 
not| as was not unfrequently the case^ materially 
contribute to the restoration of health. 

Such toeing thfi jnulliplicitj of htsi avocfitions, 
it will be no sylgect of wonder that the good 
women, whp hs^ bgen so fortunate as to get 
him in &eir noighbourhpod^ werp ia no hurry 
to let l^im dep^t» Goody Tapps aj^aled to 
him to visit with 1^ wrath of the church a. 
foul-mouthed neighbour who had spoken scan- 
dal concerning her, of which she was proceed- 
ing to give a very an^y and diffuse apcount,, 
when the friar interrupting her, e&daimed, — 
^* TeU the shrew, if she mend not her manners, 
she shall: 8|t in the ducking^ool, quia non 
est. botic^ eofivisrsatiomsf mqm banft guberna^ 
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^^ Tfayere} my mistreflBes, there T cried Goody 
Tapps, striking h^ right fist upon the palm of 
her left hand — ^^ said I not so? By my fackins ! 
I would call her every one of those names, mi 
I could but' recollect them«^ 

Neighbour Stiles implored him to yisit h&t 
sick son, if it were only to sing a psalm to him ; 
declaring that the boy had an ear for music, 
and had talked of nothing else since he had 
heard the good father play upon the organ » 

** Of a truth/' said the friar, " I do value 
myself for my skill in the instrument, (b^ng 
acquired,) more than for my voice, which is but 
a natural gift ; although in my younger days of 
vanity I remember to have composed my own 
epitaph, which ran partly thus : — 

V 

' Millibus in mille 

r 

Cantor fuit optimus ille^ 

Pra&ter et haec ista, 

Fuit optimus orgaqueniata.' 

But I am grown too old now to va,unt of my 
poor powers, either vocal or manusd) although.! 
may the sooner need an epitaph, Howbeit>.t}i^ 
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]ad AslII be Tisited, and I will sing him out of his 
9ck bed, as if he had been bitten by a tarantula ; 
and if he has such a good ear ^s jou aver, and 
a voioe thereunto, I may perchance pull him by 
his auricle to Glastonbury, and assign him a 
place in the quire.** 

^* Ah 1 good friar Frank," quoth another of 
thte gossips — " there's my poor daughter Cicely 
ha» been possessed and bewitched these three 
days, and the ckvil that^s in her wcm^t let her 
pass the cross in the market-place, but ever she 
turns up the lane in which young Wat Sta- 
ples, the wookdmber, sits singing at his work ; 
and if I thought your good prayers might un- 
l>ewitch her—'' 

" If r interrupted the friar — " know ye not 
that I have a special bull for this purpose, sub 
plumbo of the Pope?" Let her be at home on 
the morrow after St. Simon and St. Jude, and 
I will not fail to caU and exorcise the spirit with 
bell, book, and candle, and ejaculations of Kyrie 
Eleisdn, and Christe Eleison, — and Sancte, 
sancte, sancte, Domine deus Sabaoth !'' 

Such was the respect of the common people 
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for the leaming of ihom who ttoderstood L«liii^ 
and their rrrerence for the language ijfsdf, 
wUch was oontecraied to all ttit ofliosa of reiU 
giod, thai they were apt to tbmk no extraor*' 
dinary ehange oir cure of any sort eould be 
effected without its employment, and they felt 
a proportionate confidence in die very sound'of 
the words^ even where they did not ttuderstand 
thcsr import. It was not, dierefbre, from anj^ 
irreverent levity, nor for any purpose of delu- 
sion, that Friar Frank generally introduced 
quotations of this nature, but that he might 
avail himself of the popular weakness to iilsptre 
a confidence, which was often more efficacious 
than the measures, whatevier they might he, 
which he subsequently thought proper to adopt; 
although frbm long habit he sememes oon- 
tintied the praetioe almost unconsciously. In 
the present instance, the good woman, whbse 
daughter was bewitched, departed in high spi- 
rits, in the full ai^surance of a perfect core. for 
her ehildy as soon as the morrow ai St. 9hnc» . 
and St. Jude should ittrive. 

U^he friar had eivtered- minifies ef^all these . 
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applieatidns in a Uible*book 'whieh he bad agoio 
depofited 'm \m eoBipreiienaiTe valfet, and wa^^ 
about i» lake bis departure^ When, seerakig eud^ 
denly to recollect llimselft he excbdmed-^^ Bj 
St. Joseph of Aiimathea! I had ahoost for- 
.gotten^ good 8^5 that though we ha^e squared 
acooufits for the flUyer groat, I have not quaffed 
my daily eaaniidn, or hoDovariumv for niy little 
sdic^r yonder ; and a» it vp^ould not like me 
that 90 toward a lad should go bfckward* in hie 
learning, I will for his sake disouae my cua* 
tomary modicun of maltf-liquor. Now tdl me, 
good Sib»^ he continued, with a kx>k of greajt 
sfAemmiy'-^^^ dost thou truly and iiwinacjpav 
tiously brieve that boanm additum* bono famt 
aliquidmdiiuaF^ 

^ Aji maxry and amen, that do I,^ repUed 
the faoi^es&<^^^ and* am ready to swear it upopi 
the^book if you say it is aooth.'* " Why then* 
good Sib;^' resumed the fviar--^^' let this ale be 
the "Same as the la^t^ for it hath left a savoury 
meBoyory upon my lips. Didst thou not see, 
my good hostess^ — ^he continued when the- lit?.; 
qu<» waa*brQughit him-4r»" a conjuror at the 
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late fair who rendered things inviable by sleight 
of hand ? Now shalt thou see how easily is the 
same accomplished by sleight of mouth.'' — So 
saying, he drank it off at a draught, girded his 
belt and wallet^ gathered up his gown^ and was 
about to take hia. departure, when the room 
suddenly rang to the loud beating of a heavy 
staff against the door, and the clamour of some 
one calling without, i» an impalaent voice—* 
" What ho, house ! house ! open door,' ye deaf 
and boozing bumpkins !^ 

Uncourteous as were Ibe terms of this man- 
date, it was immediately obeyed by Sib Faw- 
cett, when a heated and unbonneted man pre- 
sented himself, whose figure and face, not less* 
than his imperious manner, gave intimation of 
some personage of distinction, although the 
quality of his habiliments was rendered utterly 
undistinguishable by a casing of mud and clay, 
which almost enveloped him from top to toe. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'Tis an enchanted cave, by rare 
Unseen m^cians of the air. 

Or syreoa haunted ; — 
This is no strain from lips of day. 
But some mellifluous roundelay. 

By spirits ohmmted. 

DupX'.fiY, accQippaDied aB we have already 
i^tatecl by Pierre, bearing a whole war4robe be- 
hind hjia in a huge valise^ had safely travelled^ 
across thj? country ia the. direction of Somerset-, 
shire, UQtil he found, himself in the. vicinity of 
the Mendip hills, when remembering, to have 
heard from one pf his kinsmen of the Tor, most, 
marvellous accounts of a formidable . cavern 
which they contained, known by the name of 
Wokey-Hole, and finding that it would not occa- 
sion a very material deviation from his road, he. 
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determined to take the {wesent opportumtjr of 
visiting it. For this purpose he turned his 
horse^s head towards the lofty range, eoasjistin^ 
of numerous heights^ the sloping sides of which, 
gradually shelving down to a point, approached 
and receded in a most picturesque manner; 
disclosing the water in the valley between them, 
which, bdng partially or totally intersected by 
the bases of the hills, as they shot athwart it, 
one behind another, gave it the appearance of a 
succession of little lakes. In this quarter the 
declivities were gentle and verdant, while the 
recently shorn sheep, being ei&er gathered in 
white clusters in the vaUey, oar dotted ahoiat 
upon the slopes, im^parted to the whole a q^det^* 
pastoral, and pleasing ait« No sooner, however,! 
had he gained the heights, and porsned the 
ridge in another direction, than tiia charnter oE 
the scenery becaraie totally alteored ; the vehde' 
porospect before him was black, deadate, and 
rugged ; the summits of the hills being oovexni. 
with large dark4ooking knolls, and their stdev 
torn open by enormous fissures, which appeaiC 
in^ to have been produced by some ^omvidai 
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cif HAimre^'^fiQd dccattonaUy attorning tbe most 
ftftttafitie^' borons, iMxre altogether an afypcsisaiiee 
at QOfit wlifaoBkal and tevrifie. One of ihe 
olfii^ms tlukt he encountered extended neavly a 
mSe kk length) displaying to the eye a fione 
tr»ly awful and suUime^ la many places its 
ragged walls rose more than four hundred iaet 
in perpendicular height) and at othfn ieU into 
obliquities -of- douUe that eleTatiofi^ whose ndes 
diadosed the yawning mouths of oivems, which 
had aoquived tira reputatkn in the neiglibour^ 
hood q{ being so many entrances t» the infernal 
regions. 4'boi^ Hheae portentons apertures 
hwB^ rooks of nmnense magnitude) blackening 
by their shade the taemendolis gulf below^ into 
whi^ they appeared about to iaU, and filling 
the mind of the spectatcnr with a mixed senti- 
ment of horror an4 adnuradon. 

Aoeustomed &om his boyhood to military ex« 
peditioBS into unknown districts) where he had 
not oidy the kxaalities to conquer) but to guard 
aj^aisst ambusheS) and iiurprises of all sortS) 
Dudley piqued himsirif not a little upon his 
lanctfibtage) and the skill with whicfarhe eould 
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reach any givea point) thebeacrngBof winch bad 
been oncQ made known to hioL Instigated fay 
this vanity be had cbnteated himii^ wkh aflcc^^ 
taining the direction of Wokey-Hole, and'de^ 
dined taking a guide, althotj^b be had been re« 
peatedly assured that be was little likely to sioe- 
ceed without one. His knowledge of the quar- 
ter in which the object of bis yistt was situaied 
availed him Isittlei when^ so far from his discH>- 
vering a single practical road that led to it, 
he found himself repeatedly in situations of the 
most imminent peril, by ccmiing unexpectedly to 
some impassable glen of swamp and rock, or 
riding to the very edge of a precipice, dov^n 
which he could not have been precipitated widi- 
out instant destruction. In such a dangerous 
tract there was no advancing at beyond a foot- 
pace, tQ which, accordingly, their pxigress hod 
be^n for some time limited; and in this slow 
planner they climbed up one height and down 
another; winding, turning, and returning, tiil 
their .beasts began to get fatigued; and Dudley, 
repeatedly baffled and disappointed in the con- 
fident predictions, with which he commenced 
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ey^y neir cotitesp not only lost at length aU 
kno^lodge^ !<^ the :pohits'of the compass, but, 
wb^ "wa^ mHch trorse, began to lose his 
temper. 

To a naan that i^ ia die smaUest degree irri- 
table, and who -thinks he has superabundant 
excuse for being Out cif humour, there are few 
tfuBgs nK>xe provoking thai^ the imperturbable 
cheerfulness of a companion, who has precisely 
the same cause as himself for being splenetic 
and sulhy.> 

In such^ a oase^ even his rilent philo«)phy 
is< deemed a reproach, but if his gaiety be-* 
comes audible,' it is a personal affront; and it 
was precisely in this latter pi^dicament, that 
Dudley found himself placed with regard to 
Bierre. Availing himself of the familiarity 
betwe^i master and servant, which is allowed 
by the customs of France, the latter, whose 
countenance had been for some time evidently 
getting saturated with suppressed laughter at 
their ' repeated failures, had contented himself 
with singings whenever they commenced a new 
route*-^ 
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'* Hannetoa I vqW> irole, vplel 

Hftnneton ! vole^ vole^ vo]e ! " 

which old rural ditty he went thnnigh m€k 
great animation, until, after many windings, 
and as many assuranees that diey had at last 
got into the right tract, they unexpectedly came 
round to the very qpot from which they had 
taken their last departure. At this unexpected 
consummation, the risibility which he had been 
so long accumulating, exploded at onoe in a 
peal that made the welkin resound ; and Dudley, 
mortified at the man's superior good-humour, 
though he chose to attribute his own anger to 
the manifest want of rei^)ect in his servant, re- 
buked him for his impertinence in no very mea- 
sured terms. 

" Pardii monsiturj* .exclaimed Pierre, ga- 
thering up his risible muscles, which had been 
stretched to their full dimension — *^ we always 
laugh at these things in France.'" 

** Then you are fools for your pains,** said 
Dudley, sternly — " surely our present predica- 
ment suggests nothing to laugh at.'* 

" Dame I monsieur-^'^'est pourquoi: any sim- 
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pleton may snigger when tliere is « good cause; 
mais rire quand on egi au dt$tspbiry ha, ha ! is to 
make Ibrtune look like a fool, and not our- 
sdves.'* 

*^ Perhaps so,^ said Dudley, relaxing a little 
from \m wrath, ^' and there might he merit in 
it^ if it proceeded from philosophy, but where it 
originates in mere constitutional gaiety**^^ 

^^ We are always gay, uqub autrta^ inter- 
rupted Pierre,—" Morgue^ Pkrroiy morguiV* 

" Or where it prooseds from a rtupid insen- 
flibility^^ continued Dudley. 

" Sam dof^/6-— there are such people among 
the French,^ Pierre replied with a conteooqptuous 
lod^, and a shrug that was meant to disclaim all 
affinity with them, although it did but the more 
incontestably establish his Gaulish origin. 

" We must make another attempt to extri- 
cate oiu'selvesy^ said Dudley, striking spurs into 
his beast-^" or at least to encounter some lining 
being \ fen: we may chance otherwise to pass the 
night l^ej^, and be fiedn to gnaw our ^ur4ea- 
thers for dinner." 

."-4^ la bonne heure — allonsr exclaimed Pierre, 
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following his master, and commencing a new 
song, which had apparently suggested itself to 
him by* its jingling to the word gay^ 

^* Morga^, Pierrot^ morgu^, je suis en grand soud, 
Catin me dit que j*aime tout a boire, 
Qu'elle a bien de la peine a croire^ 
Que je puisse Taimer aussi*" 

The equanimity of Dudley's temper was by no 
means sufficiently re-established to allow him to 
enjoy, or even to tolerate this ditty, which he 
had more than once endeavoured to suppress 
by an authoritative exclamation of *^ silence \'^ 
Pierre, however, had only lowered his tone, 
without discontinuing the song, which seemed 
to have such a charm in dispelling all unplea- 
sant thoughts or associations, that he gazed 
upon the wild and savage scenery around him 
with as much complacency, as if he had been 
riding up to the door of the best inn, and was 
sure of the best cheer, that England could 
afford. When Dudley, however, again stopped 
his horse, on their ^u"riving at the foot of a steep 
and apparently inaccessible hill, his polite at- 
tendant would not refuse to participate in his 
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evident vexation^ but exclaiming— *.*Peste ! we 

haye po such miserable country as this in 

France^'' attempted for a few seconds to look as 

unhappy as possible; but immediately after, 

relapsing as it -were into hitnself, he banit out 

into a new song — *^ Chantom Vamour chanton&l" 

which he delivered with an energy that seemed 

intended to bid defiance to fate. 

Annoyed as he already was at being placed 

hy his own overweening confidence in a dilemma 

that began to threaten very unpleasant conse* 
» 

quences, Dudley felt more than ever indignant 
at the unseasonable and disrespectful merriment 
of his companion, and was half-disposed to vent 
some portion of his spleen by the instant exer- 
cise of his horsewhip upon the shoulders of his 
vocal varlet, when be was astonished at hearing 
loud cries and wild peals of laughter, seeming to; 
proceed from a considerable body of men, and 
sounding from the summit of the hill immedi- 
ately before him. To this point he instantly 
tiu'ned his eyes, but no human being, normove- 
ing object of any sort could he discover, and, as 
a sudden silence had succeeded to the fitst rude 

VOL. I. G 
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burst of merriment, he began to recal the legend 
he had heard about the witch of Wokey Hole, 
and her occasional visits to the Mendip hills, to 
join in the fearful orgies, conjurations, and re- 
velries of her sister hags, at their great annual 
assemblage. Pierre, too, crossed himself de- 
voutly upon the forehead and breast, and would 
have repeated the whole of his paternoster, but 
that he uncon8<;iously broke off in the middle 
into one of his rural ballads*-^' Colin mangeant 
des artkhauxy 

A second loud shout of mingled cries and 
laughter, echoing still more distinctly from the 
summit of the hill, determined Dudley to climb 
its rugged sides, and endeavour to discover 
whence they proceeded. After two or three 
vain attempts to find any practicable ascent for 
his horse, he dismounted ; Pierre did the same ; 
and having tied their jaded animals to some 
bushes, they began to clamber up the precipitous 
sides, which were not only broken into a thon- 
sand inequalities, but crossed by deep and 
dangerous fissures, and entangled with stunted 
furze. With no little toil and risk they at 
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length approached the top, the same wild up- 
roar continuing and getting louder as they ad- 
vanced, until at length, upon their gaining the 
crest of the rocky height, a scene developed 
itself which they were not less astonished to dis- 
cover, than utterly at a loss to comprehend its 
meaning. 

Before them they beheld an abrupt and deep 
incavation, whose rocky and rugged sides, ap- 
parently blackened by the action of fire, might 
have been well imagined to form the crater of a 
volcano, but that upon a level plain at the hot- 
torn of the hollow were seen a concourse of wild- 
looking men, attired iii dark dirty garments, and 
forming a large circle round a low wooden hut 
in the centre of the place. Anxious as Dudley 
was to obtain some information that might ex- 
tricate him from his present predicament, he so 
Utile liked the ferocious looks of the band, that 
he sate down behind a piece of rock, and desired 
Pierre once more to cease his song, as he was 
determined to watch the proceedings of this 
banditti-like party, before he ventured to claim 
their assistance. The little wooden hut was 
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surrouQcled with dry fern, fume^ and other com- 
bustiUeB ; a man, whp appeared tz> he the leader 
of the crew» waa seen to wave a l^ted tordi 
over his head ; and Dudley wondered what sort 
of sacnfiee was about to signalize these rites, 
which seemed to be as savage as the r^ion ia 
which they were celebrated. If such was the un- 
favourable opinion he. had formed from a mere 
sight of the pmpaiations^ the purpose of these 
rustic&naticB, (for sudb he suspected them tobe,) 
assumied a darki^r-and atrocious diaracter when 
he marked their f urtfaier pi;oQeeding8. Their 
chief jcninistxant had .m JfOOtiieF set fire to ,the 
pile^ than the whole piu-ty-itent forth a yelU which 
sounded the nvcxre horrible and incomprehensible^ 
from. its being mixed with discordant laughter; 
while in the intervals, of the uproar, he thought 
he /could distinguish the noise xif blows that 
seemed to be given with great violence by some 
one imprisoned within the wooden but; Bounds 
which were received by the surroundi];^ party 
with increased shouts of merrimenl. 

Is it. possible, thought Dudley to himself, 
that these villa«Qus boors are ignorant and 
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brutal enough to revive tlie iioiYid ritte of the 
aodent Druids; oim^diey^be «D' hardened as 
not only to offer trp bumaa saeriftees, but to 
contemplate the suffering9 of their vietitnft with 
the heartless levity of demons ? Such wbes his 
ind%nation at the very thought, that he was 
balandng die propriety of hiterfering to pre- 
vent the consummiution' of their diabolical pur- 
pose, wiiidi could not now be much longer 
delayed, as the whole circle of combdstlUes was 
kindled and burning with much fuiy, when to 
his horror and amazement the side of the little 
hut was beaten^ down with a loud cradh, and 
oiit burst a man, habited like the rest of th^ 
party, who dashed through the surrounding 
flames^ and ran with the wild speed of terror 
up the rugged ddes of the glen. A loud and 
hideous yell resounded from the if^hole party, 
as he broke from his wooden prison ; and, al- 
itemgh they showed no disposition to pursue 
Mm, Dudley was stiQ in doubt whether their 
intended victim would be able to make his 
escape, and ascend the height. He had, how- 
' ever, not only chosen a part that was more 
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practicable thw ^mifhtte, jlIM Iwfing ovtr 
pits aa^ fis^ure^ aiid y^^Uangfisom erag to ciag, 
with die a^lity oil a iQ9iuitaiD<»gpoat» Jiuul . pi^ 
aqntly g^ped the fl^oiinit;». fmd appffoaehed the 
rocky frpm behind wlu^, the travellera had 
been watching hi^ progress with the deeped 
iQterest and fUQaaseixi^iitw Their astonishni^ftt, 
however, as they mairked. hi$ .aiqg^d. beard ;and 
hair, aad bjack^aod' clothes, which imparted to 
his naturally gaunt and ferocious features .a 
character scarcely humaiiy \p»8.abiiost equally 
by th^t of the man at encountftrij^g ^twx) weU- 
dressed, travellers itk that ^ild and vin&equentied 
district. ... 

" Fpar, notbir^g," sajd Dudlfy as he drew his 
sword — ^^ we .ate &i^Qds.and Christians .whP 
will defend. you at p^l .of life against yonder 
crew of ^ miscreants and assasaina. ,W.e haw 
horses under the, hill, which jmay help you tP 
escape should the viUains pursue you» provided 
you can iiiscov^r any road; or practicable tract, 
,which we ourselves have been i^ vain seeking 
for some hcM^rs past»^ Ijn :a rustic dialect thftt 
rendered him- at timea scarcely. intelligible, tbe 
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cknject thteid add^eased, yyyoceeded tb M;ate, !h 
imswer t0 Du«iby^^ itiquirteiK, diat hie iirt^ now 
in 116 appti^nrf^ti of pursmt^ that t))e hill 
upoQ wbich they were etanding wa« a eelehMted 
lead-foitie, the deep and rugged exca:?iitioin at 
the top having, been produced by extractftig 
the ore which was every Where itntersperfiied 
with the roek ; and that the party from whom 
he had just escaped- wer^ miners^ or grovers, as 
they called themselves^ who^ when they left 
iheit Worle at < nighty depoaited (heir tools in the 
little wooden hut By a rude law establish^ 
among themselves, th^'dahn the right of en- 
closing any person convicted of stealing these 
implements, at any portion of them, in the little 
tenement, which they svfrfoiind with combUsti^ 
bles, and setting fire to them, give the crimitid 
the chanee of breaking out of his prison, forcing 
his way through the :fiame» to the ridge of the 
excavation, and so making his escape, though 
he is never allowed to f resume wot4c in that 
mine. Through this fiery ordeal, which is 
Called the Burning of the -Rill, it appeared that 
Ae narr^r had jfust passed, loudly protesting 
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his innocence to his present auditors,- and ad- 
ducing his escape from any material injury as 
an irrefragable confirmation of his assertions, 
although his furtive physioj^my seemed 
strongly to corroborate the charge/ 

Whatever might be his private opinion ol 
the man^s guilt. Dudley expressed his indig- 
nation at thia lawless and barbarous mode of 
punishment; while IHerre^ determined not to 
acknowledge the perpetrator's of such an out- 
rage for his countrymen, exclaimed with a very 
significant dhrug — '^ Morbleu I we have no 
such savages in France;*^ 

Being invited 'to beeoime their guide, for 
whidi be was pi*omi0ed^ h suitd[>le retompence, 
their new acqtittintanee was ndw ai&ed whether 
they were lit any great distance firom the cele« 
brated cavern of 'Wokey Hole, in reply to 
wliich he informed them that its 'entrafiee was 
ttH a very Uttle distance, and tl»at be was per^ 
fectly competent to direct threm, as be was well 
acquainted with aQ its passages, vaults, and 
recesses. 

^* I thought I could not be much out in my 
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reckoning," cried Dudley, " a&d that after all 
we were in the right direction.* 

■ 

" Morbku r exclaimed Pierre, " Monsieur 
was of the same opinion .when we were, going 
the other way. Mais e^est ^ah Hfmneton! 
vole J vole, vok P'^md so saying, he scudded down 
the hill to get ready the horses, which fhey 
presently remounted, and. being enabled by 
their present guide to discover that which they 
had so long sought in vain— -a practicable, 
though, somewhat rugged^ bridle-road, they 
were not long in reaching the object of their 
expedition. On their approach to the entrance 
of the cavern, the surface of the country con- 
tinuing to be broken up into wild and irregular 
masses, preserved the same character of mag- 
nificence and grandeur ; while the greater pre- 
valence of verdure, and the rich tints of va- 
ricoloured mosses and heaths, with which the 
crags were mantled, softened the scenery to 
the eye, and seemed to throw an expression of 
beauty over its bold and rugged features. In 
the p^^ndicular side of the hill before them, 
was an oval cove or recess of considerable ex- 

G 6 
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tcait^ ))cnfatli vhkh &ej .faeheid a nsfiucal arch, 
thirty feet h)gh»atid&rtj broad^ whence. a clear 
rapid ttamm Inping ft»rtb, buwt.nwayamp^ 
tuoudy over a .rocky- ckiBnoel9,.ft3i]ged with .a 
variety of aquatic plants and mosses. CUiobioig 
up a cnggy terrace^ undtf the direction of thi^r 
guide^ they passed through the narrow mouth 
of the eavem, and presently found themselves 
in a spacious vault , the airhole roof aittiside^ of 
which were enpnisted with sparry concjpetions 
of whimsieal shapes. Hence they desfcend^ by 
a narrow passage io another Kault of smalkr 
dimensions^ from wUch a low » craggy and ir- 
regular aperture ccmducted them to a spacious 
area^ the e!!ttent of which the hght.of the torcb^ 
with which the guide, had provided hupQaelf,.di.d 
not enabk tbem . to determine^ . although tbfey 
could ascertain that therioof was of acyllndric^ 
form. This, the man ixifonued them, bad been 
the principal residence of the Witch of Wokey, 
whose various utaisils and animals^ becoming 
petrified by the lapse of time,tand the perpetua.1 
dropping of" water, had been incorporated, as 
it wore^ with the cavern^ and were most.distiii^lr 



ly idcfitHfied iriltfa sumlry Hgixte^ fnxigectiDg 
from the: loof and adeg> or adhering ta thedtoor. 
On tte ffQtbority of this rund oiccraie> diey 
-leatnt, dist diirhig the reign of the witeh-'hag, 
all the herbs around the cave were blighted, 
and all the floeks in the- neighbourhood Uistered 
and diseased ; that she had nine wicked fami- 
liarS) who always did her 'bidding by -day, and 
kennelled at her side by night, until at last one 
of the former abbots of Glastonbury came in 
procession to the cave^ chanted a paternoster 
in the midst of it, and having converted 'the 
stream into holy water, by throwing his orois 
into it, and blessing it, took some of it in his 
hand, sprinkled the nine el ves^ one after another, 
and turned them all 'into ^tone; in suppoi^of 
whil:h assertion, he pointed them out upon the 
floor, and connted'over the rocky lumps to pi»ire 
that there could be no mistake as to the numbea 
With dealing footsteps, a whirring vcnoe^ and 
a look of deep awe not unmixed with terror, he 
even led theni to an alabairter^like mads, whic^ 
he maintained to have once been the witch heiv 
^If, whoi, having inadvertently fallen askep in 
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her arm-^hairy had bseen sprinkled with the holy 
water, and petrified before she could again open 
her eyes ; although by the low tone of his vcMce 
he seemed to thmk it- possible that she might 
be still only in a deep slumber, from which aoy 
irreverent clamour might peradventure awaken 
her.* 

The singular beauty and curious construction 
of this cavern reconciled Pierre once more to 
the notion of his being an Ei^lish subject, and 
he exclaimed with great emphasis — ^^Pardil 
they have no such wonders m Fraxkce,^ Dud- 
ley, who seemed, in the novelty of the scene, to 
find some consolation for the disappcantment 
and fatigue he had experienced in reaching it, 
desired the guide to explore the utmost limits 
of this stibterfanebus hall, which he accordingly 
proceeded to do, although by his manner he 
appeared to be still haunted with some mis- 
givings about the witch, as he groped his way 
into the darker penetralia of her temple. Ad- 

* A ballad upon this subject will be found in the 
first vol. of Percy's " Reliques of Ancient English Poe- 
try," p. 328. 
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vandng cautiously to the extremity of the vault 
in one direction, he pointed to the silent limpid 
stream of Wokey water, which here, meeting 
wiUi the vaulted rock, intercepted the passage, 
and informed them that this spot was called the 
witch'*s bath, beyond which there was no pos- 
sibility of proceeding. As if, however, to give 
an immediate refutation to this assertion, a loud 
splashing was suddenly heard from within, and 
they could dimly perceive some white object 
swimming rapidly towards them, from beneath 
the low dark arch formed by the rock as it im- 
pended over the water, though nothing could 
be distinctly recognized but two large bright 
eyes> which seemed to absorb aU the light that 
penetrated the gloomy recess. — Coupling pro- 
bably this doubtful apparition with some tra- 
dition or tale of terror attached to the cave, 
the guide had no sooner caught a gUmpse of it, 
than he shouted out in a voice of tertor— ** The 
witch ! the witch !" and ran with all speed to- 
wards the passage by which they had entered, 
expecting, perhaps, that his companions would 
follow. So sudden, however, had been his 
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flight, and so mwh had Dudlqr been Btatbd 
by the indiatfnct dhjeot flDunderiBgaa Aewater, 
that, in his momentary imeflolution how to ac% 
the man had nearly gained the farther extte. 
mity of the vault, before he thought of -purstung 
him to seize the light, and prevent their b^ng 
left in total darkness. When at lengdi he 
started after him for .this purpose, he had 
scarcely taken twenty steps, before he struck 
against one of the {Nrojecting incrustations of 
the floor, and was thrown down with oonsider- 
able violence^ catching one glimpse of the dis^ 
appearing torch as it .flashed upon the wateis, 
when the whole place became' instantly involved 
in an impenetrable obscurity. He was consti* 
tutionally brave, and hod acquired besidea that 
habitual courage which arises from a soldierly 
familiarity with dasiger in all its customary 
forms ; but he was by no means so* free from 
those superstitious impressions, which at that 
time pervf^ed all classes of society, as to en- 
counter supernatural antagonists with unshaken 
nerves, or to possess his usual intrepidity when 
be foi^nd himself l>uried alive^ as it were,, in a 
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black vaoh, luad i^ipo9»d t» . the midif^ty of 
the iritdi, ivtio iwm .^lediaps at. that moment 
swimming down the noW' invisible stream to 
assaidt him. Fortunateljr for his deputation for 
valour, his wtath against the runaway guide, 
and the pain « of a ocmtusion he had xieceiTed in 
fSdling, occasioned his passion to overmaster his 
iipprehensions, and a volley of abusive epithets 
to supersede all expression of alarm at being 
placed in so alarming a predicament. 

Pierre, who was in momentary expectation 
that the witch would land from the water and leap 
upon his back, had no wish whatever to conceal 
bis terrors; but stood crossing himself and pray*- 
ingin^eat tribulation, until the soupd of his 
master^s angry vqice guided him to the ppot 
where be was; whe&, in the joy of rejoining him, 
be betook himself to his usual consolation^ shout- 
ing out T^ith hearty good-will^^iii- 

^' Colin maDgeant des artichaux^ 
Dit k sa femme^ ma mignonne^ 
Qoicte9<en, Us soot tout no!aveBiix> 
Par ma foi Tespece en est bonne/' 

As soon as silence could be obtained, Dudley 
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desired htm to listen, that they raiglit learn 
whether any thing were moTing in the touU; 
but they could hear no sound to break thedeejp 
silence, but the agitated inspirations of Pierre, 
who pretended he had sung himself out of breath, 
and the guggling of the invisible water pursuing 
its rapid course through the darkness. As the 
silence continued, their confidence revived, when 
a new subject of apprehension presented itself to 
Dudley^s mind. He began to think that die vil- 
lain of a guide had purposely decoyed them tp this 
extremity of the cavern, where he bad seized a 
pretext for abandoning them, that he might pos« 
sess himself of their horses, and the large valise, 
containing the rich wardrobe which he had col- 
lected with so much care and cost in France. 
This supposition was rendered more than proba- 
ble, when he combined the fellow'^s roguish phy- 
siognomy with the punishment he had already 
endured for imputed theft ;' and, in the indig- 
nation excited by the thought of being thus du- 
ped, and exposed to such an irreparable loss, he 
determined to lose no time in exploring his way 
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out of the csre, that he might commeiice an im- 
mediate pursuit. Taking a finn hold, therefore, 
of Pierre^s hand, for their mutual security in case 
dther of them should fall into the water, they 
cautiously fUlowed the sound of the stream, the 
waves of whidi they remembered to have noticed 
when they first -entered the vault. 

In this manner, ocoasionaUy stumbUng over 
the fiagments of rock, with whidi the floor was 
strewed, and at odier times in imminent peril of 
being precipitated into the water, diey groped 
their way to the opposite extremity of the vault, 
without however discovering, althou^ they 
made repeated efforts for the purpose, the pas- 
81^ by which they were to deliver themselves* 
By exploring the rock all round, Dudley made 
sure of succeeding ; and they accordingly com* 
menced this enterprise, with the alacrity of re* 
newed hope; but when, after surmounting a 
variety of difficulties and dangers, they again 
heard the water, and had reason to believe that 
they had wandered back to the witch's bath, 
their confidence abated, and a* thousand vague 
and undefined apprehensions began to visit their 
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great aweetoess^ souiriing £pttn sboye them, 
warble^ the . foUawiog 

SONG. 

Echo> songstress of the air^ 

All excelling^ 
Tell me^ viewless wanderer^ where 

Is thy, duelling? 
O rare ! 'tis here, *tis there ; 
Hark 1 hark ! hark ! 

Sweet I to hear a hninan tooguei^ 

And yet be lonely. 
Nor fear the lurking Syren sung 

To harm us only* 
O race ! 'tis heire^ 'tis there ; 
Hark ! hark ! hark ! 

Thineis a roke tfaait never did 

Deceire or flatter. 
That cheers our gloom, yet when we bid 

Win cease to chatter. 
O rare.!. '^ here, 'tis there; 
Hark ! hark ! hark ! 

Absent presence S other self ! 

Mine ofEspring rather. 
How durst thou, little playful elf. 

Thus mock thy father ? 
^O rare ! 'lis here, 'tis there; 
Hark ! hark ! hark ! 
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Naf^ g«ntle £cho, do not flee ! 

Be not offended^ 
But let my solitude by thee 

Be still attended ! 
O rare ! 'tis here^ 'tis there ; 
Hark! hark! hark! 

Whatever might have been Dudley^s first agi- 
tated emotions, as a thought flitted across his 
mind, that the witch, or some other supernatural 
tenant of the cave, might have taken her more 
appropriate station in the air, and was iserena- 
ding thepi from the roof of the vault, there was 
something so bland, gentle, and soothing in the 
tones of the voice, that, when its melody ceased, 
he felt perfectly assured it had proceeded from 
some good and benignant being. As he stood 
in silent expectation that the dulcet strain might 
be resumed, he rapidly revolved in his mind all 
the tales he had ev«* read of syren, nymph, or 
genius, doubtful to which class he should ap- 
propriate this invisible vocalist; for he could 
hardly admit the possibility that a daughter of 
earth could find her way to any ipner chamber 
of those subterranean abodes, or be disposed to 
make such dreary vaults echo to her solitary 
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song. As to Pierre, he found such delight in 
encountering a singer of any sort, and especially 
so sweet a one as the present, that, although he 
firmly believed the sounds to proceed from the 
real witch of Wokey, whom they had either dis- 
turbed m the bath, or awakened from the sparry 
arm-chair in which they had seen her immovably 
petrified, he could not help whispering to his 
master-**'^ Jlforft/eu / mcsisieur, they have no 
such sweet-voiced witches in France.^ 

The song not being renewed, Dudley deter- 
mined to apprise the vocalist of their present, 
and *to soHcit assistance for their deliverance ; 
with' whidi object h^ shouted' aloud, but the 
hollow echoes of his vc4oe, reverberating faintly 
from the ai^oining vaults through which they 
had passed, was the sole reply to his summons. 
Again he repeated the cry, in which Pierre now 
joined him ; but the sound died gradually away, 
and a silence, rendered more deep and solemn 
by this momentary interruption of its reign, once 
more brooded over the impervious darkness of 
the vault. 

" TWs songstress, whoever she may be,'' ex- 
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claimed Dudley, " is scarcely as benevolent as 
her melodiotts notes would lead us to imagme ; 
for, though she cannot have escaped beyond the 
reach of our voices, she seems little disposed 
to give us aid. Wherefore, good Pierre, we 
must e'en trust to our own exertions, and pro- 
ceed without further delay to execute the pur- 
pose which her ditty interrupted.'^ To this 
invitation Pierre replied b)" singing, " Allerte! 
aHerte I allerte ! disoit pire Gregoire ; " and 
they set oUt upon a new attempt at exploring 
their way out, not less disappointed than indig- 
nant that their hopes should thus have been 
raised, aj^rently for no other purpose than 
that of mocking their distress. 

They had not advanced many steps, when 
they again stopped, upon Pierre's declaring that 
he saw a faint light strike against the roof of 
the vault, although it had again disappeared. 
In a few seconds afterwards, Dudley himself be- 
held it playing upon the lofty arch with the dim 
and uncertain motion of a will-o'-the-wisp; but 
as it presently grew stronger, and fi^ed Itself 
against the side of the vault, they both cried 



; 
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out for help, and had the pleasure of perceiving 
that the ligbt,appeared to be steadily approach- 
ing. They were now enabled to diBcover an 
opening in the side of the vault, at some height 
from the ground, through which the rays 
streamed; and as they watched the aperture 
with the intense interest of mm whose prcaer. 
vation depended on the approaching succour, 
they were at length delighted by the sight of a 
torch, the bearer of which, gradually rising up 
from a descent on the other side, till he stood in 
the centre of \he elevated opening, disclosed to 
them the figure of a youth, habited in a rich 
jerkin and tunic, and wearing his fair hair in 
l(Hig curls down to his shoulders. 

Help^ my good friend, help !^ cried Dudley, 

for we have been deserted by our villain of 
a guide, who has borne away our torch, and 
left us in danger of perishing, since we cannot 
discover any exit from this infernal cavern*** 

"Wait, wait!** replied the youth, with an 
eager voice and benevolent look: and, imme- 
diately running down the declivity on the other 
side, suddeidy disappeared, leaving a faint light 



it 
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gUmmering upon the roof from hia reoediog 
torch, which slowly faded away until they again 
found themselves in total darkness and pro^ 
found nlenoe. • Aa interval of most painful sus- 
pense succeeded, for each minute seemed a 
period that might involve their joint lives in its 
slow and lengthened lapse. One after another 
passed heavily on ; the stranger came not agun ; 
and as they began to be tormented with mis- 
^vings of their being deserted and left to perish, 
their feelings can only be compared to those 
of the shipwrecked trew, who, after seeing the 
life-boat put off to their rescue, and come with- 
in hail, are condemned to the misery of finding 
that she cannot approach nearer, and with de- 
spairing hearts see her tack about, and abandon 
them to their fate. This desponding thou^t 
was not, however, of long duration. The roof, 
upon which they kept their eyes steadily fixed, 
shortly became irradiated with a faint gleam of 
the returning torch, which, approaching them 
with more rapidity than before, soon rejoiced their 
hearts by presenting to their observation the 
figure of the youth. He stood for a moment in 
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Ibe aperture inrtiMie bad lighted analbef torch, 
vhidi iie had gottfr ito procuun^ when holding k 
againflt the sde^ the vault, and lettii^ it slide 
down so that it reached, them uneKtiaguished, 
be exdaimed iB a iweet v^icef, wludi immedi- 
ately identified him with the mjsterious> vocalist 
— •*' you will find the entrance to the passage 
behind the crag by the water-side. Jx»se no 
time in making your escape, and God give you 
well to fare!*" — At these words he bowed his 
head, and again hurrying down tbe inner dedi- 
vky, was out of sight in an instant* 

The parties whom he had thus essentially 
served needed noxecotumendation to be prompt 
lA 4lelivering themselves from the cavern. On 
approaching the point indicated, they found 
that on their previous search they had, missed 
the passage-in their fear of the water, a circum-. 
stance which might have recurred twenty times 
bad they explored it in the dark^. although they 
npw discovered it without the . smallest diffi-^ 
cttlty* Anxiety to be finally delivered from 
tl^ese ominous vaults, ^nd tbe hope of recover* 
tng bis valisp, gave so much alertness to Dud- 

VOL. I. H 
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ley^0 motions, that tlidy <}iiiekly regained the 
JDOOuth of the cavern, and stood once more upoa 
the rocky terrace, where Pierre signalked fats 
escape, and his glad return to the sun^ne, by 
ciMnfdeting the ballad of Colin and bis arti* 
chokes, and shouting aloud, 

^* La Belle^ avec un douz maintien^ 

Lui dlt, mange les^ toi que mon ooeur alme^ 
Gar lis me f eront plus de biea> 
Que si je les mangeois moi-meme." 

Dudley, while he was thus occupied, had run io 
the place where the horses had been left, and to 
his great surprise, and still greater satisfaction}!^ 
Cound them quietly nibbling the grass, the valise 
remaining unplundered, and not a soul appear-, 
in^ to have visited the spot. On inquiring of 
an old cripple stationed near the approach to 
the cavern, who had supplied them with the 
torch, he declared that he had seen their rustic 
guide run away with great speed some time 
before, apd concluded that his company had 
taken their departure in some other direction. 
From this statement, Dudley was induced to 
believe, that the fugitive was in reality as io^uch 
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tdtrifed ai^iie h^A' ii^pp^aifed 40^ be» and Uiat he 
faadrxiBjofldyjcbaiigcti him MtMi 4ibievifb propea; 
8tde^isr.)lbe'pieaentiDstMee,.bi»werer ineritcd 
might) lurorbeefr the pvmbbment inSieted upon 
ham a^.tfae ^' burning itS the biU."^ 

Our traveller had alreadijr suffered too uuoh 
from the i¥ant of a guide to have any wish for 
prosecuting bis journey without one^ but the 
cripple was neither ocnnpetent nor willing to 
accompany them, nor could any one be found, 
aecQcdii^^toibb statement, without going to the 
yilbigie of Wok? y, which was a n^ile und a half 
-^liisitaat^ -When be Ibund^ however^ that they 
w<Nre bound, to Welb^ he declared that no con? 
ductor was necessary^ aai they would at. a little 
distanci^. faU hi to a. regiilar road, which they 
could n<'t possibly miss^ and which would lea^ 
them diS|-ect to the to^n.: Upon these assur 
rwces> qovpled with minute directions for find- 
ing the roa4 in question^ they resolved to pror 
peed unaccompanied. Having therefore re* 
freshed their borses^ and^ stimulated rather than 
Af^ased their own appetites by exhausting the 
isrfppjie's little stQ<;k of ^un-burnt sal&on cakes^ 

H 2 
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they set forward, and falling shortly into the 
track which had been promised them, they pro- 
ceeded with the comfortable conviction <tf beii^ 
right in their course, as well as of having sure 
and safe footing for their horses. 

Relieved from all apprehension upon these 
points, their thoughts had leisure to recur to 
the adventure they had experienced in Wokej 
Hole, of the mystery of which, they offered 
various solutions, but all equally unsatisfactory. 
Pierre was most at a loss to account for the 
object they had seen floundering in the water : 
it was not likely that the youth would thus 
amuse himself only to terrify them ; and besides, 
however dimly they had seen the figure, it was 
certainly white ; whereas the youth wore dark 
garments, which exhibited no appearance of 
having been recently wetted : — ^from all which 
premises he very clearly deduced that it must 
haye been neither more nor less tlum the witch 
herself^ whose malignant spells they might 
think themselves doubly fortunate to have es- 
caped. Dudley puzzled himself in vain con- 
jectures, as to the youth to whom they were in^^ 
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debted for their deiiTenuice. Who was he ?•«* 
how did be gain that inner chamber ?— -what 
motiye could he have for visiting it, apparently 
for I^gthened periods, since he wa» provided 
with a supply of torches P ; These wei^e ques- 
tions much easier suggested than answered, 
as nothing whatever had transpired that could 
assist in solving the difficulty. Short as wa.s 
the glimpse obtained of him> he had observed 
that his clothes betokened a person ef condition, 
altbou^ l;us pale and delicate coo^lexion, and 
the melancholy, yet benigna&t, expression of 
his features did not indicate their possessor to 
be gifted with either health or happiness. 

These rctfleetions wece interrupt^ by Pierre's 
exclaiming*—^' Morbleu ! we have no such cow-r 
ardly runaways in France as that rogue of a 
guide." 

" You forget the Battle of the Spurs," said 
Dudley, sarcastically^ 

** Eh, dame r . replied Pierre, who by chang- 
ing his nominative ptotfauns seemed toitnagini^ 
that he changed his country-*-^* tb^y had our 
English archers to run away from* who are 
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flomewh^t more' formidable {hati dA old Water- 
witch, ifaisj icoutiz d&nc^ Monsieur^ hi toxw 
tinued, anxious ^o liave' some ^t-off for the 
Battle of the Spurs ;-»'^ you were not in Calais 
when Culpepper, the under-marshal, brought 
in six score French prisoners, one of whom 
was bought by an English cooper. Who re- 
cdving a bundred crowns for his ransom, 
agreed to see him ^beyond the causeway on 
his way back to Boulogne. Pdr^i Monsteuy ! 
no sooner were they ariir^ there, than my 
countryman, seeing no succour wa^ tngh,' took 
the cooper prisoner, carried hitii to/ il^ulo^'^, 
and made hitn pay two hundred cmwns to' be 
ransoned.— ^Ha, ha — Voifi du cohrage'-^iola 
de la finesse. AlUriert jitirte! Jllerief iimit 
pire Gregoire.^ 

Dudley felt^no di^poeition to interrupt this 
Isong, or the half dozen that succeeded it, till 
they began to descend from the ratige of the 
Men^p hills, and beheld b^ore them the 
Straggling - city of Wdls, when; obi^rvhig 
fhat the road made a considerable detour, 
and being anxious on account of the fatigue 
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of. tjbeir horses to 9horteu thjs distance as 
much 88 possil^^ h^ {uroposed |hat they 
fihould eut across the slopiiig fields and nu^- 
dovs th^t shelved down to the town, so as 
to reach it -by the most direct, course. As 
there were no enclosures to impede their pro- 
gress, Pierre thought they could not do bet- 
ter j and they accordingly quitted the track 
and atruck across, the gniss. It would have 
been foftuiifikte Jiad it ever occurred to Dud- 

ley, that thesf iQIgjb^t ^^Y^ ^^^ ff^ reason 
.for turomgj.^hQ ,road| which had, in fact, been 
iBi^ere4 inev||»]ijl^, ^cause the water that fiU 

tered .ifrpni th? ^s^; W^*?^ ^7 ^^ extensive 
«tratum of clay, had formed a succession of 
dmgerous bogs and qu^gnures^ whose surface, 
being thinly covered with grass and weeds^ 
.prevented thar being dif tinguished from the 
inoire ^M turft Into one ;of those sloughs 
w^a. Dudley shortly precipitated, w;hile Pierre^ 
^aimous . to avoid his fate by riding a little on 
one ^de and at a quicker pace, plunged still 
4m>^ into another, where the weight of his 
;he^y-la4e9i h9rse, too much exhausted to 
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make any vigoroua efforts for its extrication, 
occasioned it to be immoveably stuck. After 
violent exertions the other horse succeeded in 
floundering out, when Dudley dismounted, 
and in his paramount solicicade for bis valise, 
desired Pierre to undo the straps and ropes, 
and throw one of them to him that he might 
draw it off, observing, that by lightening the 
beast, they might, perhaps, enable it to rise. 
This was accordingly accomplished, and the 
precious trunk safely deposited upon solid 
ground; but the poor animal was still inca- 
pable of moving'; and, to add to their embar^ 
rassment, Pierre now found himself so ehtani> 
gled with the stirrup as to be unable to jdia- 
engage himself, his efforts for this purpose only 
exposing him to the peril of deeper immer* 
sion. In this emergency it was deemed best 
that he should sit still, while .his master rode 
to the town to procure assistance; but as if 
it were fated that their expedi^on should be as 
disastrous as possible, it was now discovered 
that the other horse, had so strained himself in 
his struggles as to be utterly unserviceable, so 
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that no alternatiTe was left but that Dudley 
should proceed on foot Muddy as he was, he 
was obliged to recover the road they had so in- 
advertently quitted, and toil through the heat 
with his bonnet in his hand, as he made the cir- 
cuit to Wells. He had called lustily for assist- 
ance as he advanced, but without effect, as the 
men were all harvesting in another direction, 
and this circumstance, combined with the impar 
tient anger engendered by his accident, had oc- 
casioned him" to thunder at the door of ^' The 
Tables^ public-bouse, and to alarm Sib Fawcett 
and her inmates, in the manner related at the 
oonclusbn of the last chapter. 
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..CHAPTER V. 

He was a true light-hearted Gaul^ 
' ' Whd laugh'd/let good or ill befaU, 

Weicovfd whfitev^ F^nrtuAB aent. 
And found a plea for merriment^ 
Kven in Badness. 



Whbm .ouir beminsdtand imlaoky trovellflr 
bdield<a,<p^apn m ttomkidih gaiments in the 
public room, and obfletved Im broad face ti> be 
radiant with benignity mA gDodJtumoar, be 
proceeded in more iMpectfoltenas ti» ax|dain 
tbe cauie.iof hia rude' aumiBonay^aiid to qaiieh 
the exertion of his authority over the lasy rua- 
tica, tbat tljiey might be compiled to ha&ten to 
the a^iatfiQ^of hia a^rvant. '^Wby^ nt^. scm 
in the fledi^^ ^uoth the finar, ^^ for 9iich,I mftjr 
well call thee, aeeiagtbtt aU fleab is clay, with 
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which ingredient thou hast ah*eady begun to re- 
incorporate, the lazy rustics, as thou termest 
them, are all labouring in the fields ; but hud 
they surmised that men with eyes in their heads 
ware to be gathered out of the slough upon 
the hill, doubt not they would have left their 
leaves in the valky, and betaken them to the 
sport of fishing feUow-creatures from the pool. 
They are partly of my own fiock, and I have 
not neglected to teadi theiu the duty of acting 
as good Samaritans to th^ way-farer ; ^Pastamm 
^nim negligentia luporum est gaudium* Papa ! 
my son, I thought Arthur's slough was well 
knoiini to bU the world, especially since the 
itigue diat stole tb& AM>o<fs strawberries was 
lost and smothered diertin.^ 
. ^Such may he llbe doom of tn^ servant and 
his faorse^'' esoolaimed Dudley ImpatiMtly, *^ if 
;tlie8e i^sties^ be not quickly summoned tx> their 

miy *• • - 

^*;That were to 1q» time^" nfefd' th^ friar, 
^^EUid as the less neeel^ary, sis' we raay dd without 
ijbbaxl;'' wherefore, Dickon, my tow^kM ^scholar, 
'fatvthee^to^ilitose die htkkttf and fl^di me the 



166 THE TOR HILIm 

well-rope» and tell Will Mattock, whom thim 
wilt find shoeing my mule in the smthy, lo 
come l)ack with thee.^ 

** Imdy Domine Doctor Reverende^ answered 
the urchin, pulling his forelock for want of a 
bonnet, and instantly disappearing. 

<' Had I not warrant to call him a tqward 
scholar?^ exclaimed the monk smiling^— ^^ ay^ 
in good sooth) and so is his mother, for she is 
learned and clerkly in brewing good ale.^ 

Dickon now returned with the well-rope, ac«> 
compc^nied by a sturdy, broad-shouldered, buQ* 
headed rustic, whose naked and hairy ann$ 
gave promise of pulling at a dead weight with 
the power and stubborn perseveiajgiQe of a 
buffalo. 

" Ecce !" cried the monk — ^^ I know Will 
Mattock to be our stoutest tug-mutton at 4 
feast ; and I doubt not he will show as good a 
stomach at dragging a man and horse out of the 
mud, as the knuckle-bone out of a wooden didi." 
Will sniggered and made a grunting noise like a 
pig, as the latter occupation suggested itself to 
his mind, while he signified his assent to tjte 
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fbraier by a silent nod of the head. These 
preparations' being made, the friar, in sf»te of 
the numerous commissions with which he had 
already beai charged by the good gossips of 
Wells, declared his intention of accompanying 
the present expedition, and seeing it brought to 
a happy conclusion, informing Dudley, as they 
proceed^, that he was himself no mean perfor* 
mer at polling a rope, having often rung the 
great bell Joseph, at Glastonbury Abbey, with 
one hand, though there were many who could 
not accomplish it with twa In spite of the heat 
of the weather, the corpulency of his person, 
and the weight of his capacious wallet, the 
good father stepped forward at a rate that sur- 
prised his companion, until he told him that 
the quagmire in which they had been plunged 
was really of a very dangerous nature, having 
destroyed more men than the stealer of the 
Abbotts strawberries, whose fate might rather 
be considered a judgment. ^* Qui ambulat in 
tenebris, nescit qu6 vadit,^ he exclaimed — " had 
you been thus entrapped in the dark it were 
little marvel, but in the day-light there are fe^ 
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but die bind who«ttpiiilo tbe y$SxXC Dui- 
ley oonfeMcd 4hat it. was his airn.*fMdt| «ii 
irhich Meouttt it would be more distradsiiig to 
him, should his .senrimt perish in so miscnl^ta 
maunsTy mA without any of the (ionsolatioiis of 
religioD) whidi latter clause he added rather 
out of conpliraent to his spiritual cxunpanioiiy 
than froBi any particular sympathy with Piene. 
^^ Inter pooda et labca^^' jefdisd the f riaPi^f -or 
as the Tulgar give it'-^^TwiHt onp- and lip 
there ^s SMUiy aslip, as yoalonnd to your oowt 
when you thougbt WeUs was within' reach of 
your teeth ; but ^ace is as; instantaneous as 
eriQC or accident; wherefore I hold him,. to 
have a godly .epitaph^ tv^ being kmed by a 
fall from hia borae^ gi^M 'tibis^ iiiseri|ition upon 
his torab^stone : 

3etwixt the Btirrap and the ground^ 
Mercy 1 askr'd^ mercy I fbund-^ 

idtbough it is better renderedria Latmiupod 
OM wbo'Slipped frosn a bridge and wasids^wn^ 
cd-^'^ Miaeiieordia inter ponten^t et ^iaiMmf* 
Whenee it is dear thsit your tenrant will haM 
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l^fltditimeiattfoMgli^'^ifMifOiit'ftii^ qJiniuiA^ibter^ 
v^ntfteiyHoTivocin^ pci^oii of his siiift.^ 
'* Dudley Iras' just es^preMng hi* kope thftt 
tbeytisbouid ^nd him ^xtrieatod from the quag* 
tekeyf vlien^ DifdooA) who had nm tmmufd wiA 
ttemp^ oJMBe acaapering back wkh gmat ter- 
Miae,m*iaM looks, aed prodaimcd tiMt the gan* 
dnmea who had &lkii into Arthm^a fiHoug^ 
had^gooe iBtaiJc • iaiavmg mudy for !be 'woce ^r- 
9iiigl»/tike^«»w<iman» aad though h^ was ^n^ 
kxg aiid^aiteinDgitsiiat48|t magpie oar a dung*. 
liiU,;Dick0>i .soaU- >M itnimtaiid « .ylbble 
of iKhatdionviuhuttftrkig. ^y thia time Piarpe's 
TpioeiJbedamfc iudible,* ehiging* mth a npidity 
laqd faDtirg7;:tlitai kiqilied hia aitiiadon tovjbt 
et^er^^osqpfiailely (dieaaaiit tap dtksjputatxiy ftxi, 
lorn, for he always made both extvemcs meet 
by a song. On approaching him, it was found 
that he. had tH,e flatter . ple^ fpr hi?. y^emence, 
for, in disengaging himself from the horse, he 
ha4^ ifloaodesed mto bo; misdi wers^r a - pswti 4)f 
the<br]gj^ithafche had mnk aip<tatha ctbasti^ aad 
thmi|^>bejwas vatill gradmlljjf getting d^per i» 
thtitcbyv hfinoootiniied shotitiag witk aa;mil«H 
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vigour as if he feared. A«t Jbe ahoiild btfdl]^ 
have time to complete the eecood verse : 



t* 



Un coeur qui soupire est dans le delire, 
J'aime bien mieuz riie— quel cruel martire ! 
Je InaTevn empire^ <m de vains soupiza 
Tiennent lieu de plaisirs." 



ci 



My son, my son,^ cried the fnar^ ^' if we 
save thy life now by one halter, I prophecy thou 
wilt never lose it by another, for thy features 
are debonair and blithesome, as if thou wouldst 
rather frighten away death by a laugh than in* 
vite him by a groan, and such are not the faces 
that wear the hangman^s ruff; wherefore, my 
chirping mud-lark, seize the rope without delay ; 
but put it beneath thine arms, for fear of ac« 

cident" 

Pierre put the noose around his body in the 
manner directed ; the party who had come to his 
rescue seized the other end ; the friar, in ordei^ 
that their .efforts might be simultaneous, timed 
them by singing out a loud ^^ De pro-fun-^k :' 
and in this manner, by four stout pulls, they 
bawled up their prize and dragged him upon 
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the firm 90U ; when he jumped upon his legs, 

shook himself, and, as if detesoiined not to 

speak the language of a country which conn 

tained such villanous bogs, returned thanks to 

his deliverers with all the volubility and gesti* 

culatipn of a true son of France. ^ Dang'ee,^' 

cried Will Mattock, after he had gazed at him 

for some time in silent amasement, ^^had I 

kaow\l'eetobeayi«i^chman,csogswounds! Pd 

ha' let ^ee sink into' the slough, gold ear-rings 

and all, to go and look vor vrogs. Ho ! ho I^ 

^^ J^ien des remercimens^ exclaimed Pierre, and 

th^ turning to his master appealed to him 

whether they had any such savages' in France. 

^^ Those who massacred the adventurers at 

Ouaste,^ replied Dudley, '^ had surely as good 

title to that name : but where has your horse 

strayed to, for I see he has got out of the 

bog?'' 

^^ And I saw him ^nk down into it,'' answer* 
ed Pierre ; " for he plunged to yonder pool, 
where hid head disappeared about ten minutes 
ago. Pardi ! he caniu^t say ' F- deserted him. 



for I vaa foUawfng^lMni^fui &8^ MihB wfti »ud 
would let me, uati) you irt^sped me qd~ii9 j}^* 
ney.'' When WiU Mattock leamt tbal. ^ ani- 
mal m quealioa wap pf lE^entish breedyand a 
atout roadster^ he eeemed quite overcoi^ by 
the melancholy reflection that they jshould have 
arrived too late to preiserve its life^ and yet in 
good time to pull out the Frencbman; obeerv- 
ing that he would rather have saved one of its 
iron shoes than both the Mondeer's gold ear* 
rings. , At the request of the friar^ however, he 
dieerfully iindertook. to carry DudXey'^s heavy 
valise down to Welles it was accordingly hQJis&- 
ed upon his broad shoulders, which seem^ 
acaroely consciQUs of their load^ and in this 
manner they trudged \)ack towards the iaya^ 
Pierre leading Jiis master'^s lame horse. 

Dudley accidentally mentioning as thej pfo* 
ceededa thait he was traveling forward to. Sit 
Xionel Fitzmaurice of The Tor, 

^^ Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice!"^ exclaimed ]^ 
friaiv stopping short and crosring.him^elf.-:^ 
^* Saint Mary d^qid us, marry and amen ! A<9 
I then walking with a friend of Sir ]LimeVs^^? 
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» r ki!o# hnfi iRrfj liof !mvJ^ 1 'ef«r «eto himj* 
reidiett BticB^y ; ^ ChdUf^b t am ehkfged if9A 

** 'Ware the hawk-^Vate the hawk r cried 
the friar ; ^ and if tht>u art a soldier, as thon 
sajrest, remember it is wise to hate a Imckfer 
agidiist a batfle-axe, and a southern bill against 
amxrdiem bassard; and recollect that a hint 
to-day is better than a help to-morrow. Ad 
prsesens ova eras pullis sunt mefiora.'*'- 

^« Thanks, good father, even for the hint ; but 
that it may the better speed tne, I would fain 
know the nature of the danger' against which it 
isf to guard me.** 

^ *^ Bone Beus, my «on f in these parts folks 
scarcely dare whisper to th«r own hearts what 
they think of Sir Lionel, and am I to babble 
6f him to a stianger P Dickon, my child, tarry 
i^hil^d us, and walk with Will Mattock and 
ycMider man of clay, who, if the sun holds thus 
hot, will be nearly turned to earthenware before 
we reach the Tables. No,, my son,** he conti- 

voice, "^ peijiaps I have been rash to Jiave put 



thee' DP tbygu^^^ wherefore I shall oiily say, 
trust not bis smiles, nor what he nmj say untQ 
you with his &ce, for there is nothing in him 
that speaketh l^ut his. tongue, and his tongue 
serreth but to conceal the language, of his 
heart.'' 

^^ So may he well be distrusted,'' observed 
Dudley; ^' but why he should be thus deeply 
fc^gred^ I do not see." 

^^ You see iK)t the devil nor the powers of 
dajrkness, and yet you do well to fear th^m, and 
those who are leagued with them. You know 
not what maimer of man is he, of whom we.are 
iq)eaking, nor may I more plainly tell you. In 
the bidding prayer, we pray for all archUshops 
and bishops, and all abbots, priors, monks, 
canons and friars, and all men and women of 
religion, as well as for all parsons and curates, 
vicars, priests, and clerks, an4 for all good 
christians, more especially for them thi^t give 
to the church, book^ bell, or candle, chalice, 
vestment, surplice, wat^-cloth,landSf Tents,lamp^ 
or light; and yet when'we'iiave th^s done,. we 
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have notfm&yted'tQZ Sir lionel Fttzmauiioe of 
The Tor;' 

'* By ypui* account, good father, he seema to 
be in bad odour with the chuiich, and I doubt 
not he may be a perilous. or profime personage,- 
but I am bound to him upon a friendly errand, 
and have none but a staightforwiard mestage to 
deliver.*' 

^^ The friendly and the straightforward are 
the most likely to become his foes, and hitherto 
his foes have ever been his victimis ; wherefore if 
thine embassage end, as is most likely, in sharp 
words and brandished swords, fight not with 
him unless he swear the. oath of the trial by 
battle-—^ This hear, you justices, that I have 
not upon me either bone, stone, or ^Ums, or 
any enchantment, sorcery, or wildicraft, wheise- 
by the; power of the word of God might bein- 
Wased or diminished, and the devil's power in- 
creasedT-so help me God and his saints !' Had 
this been heeded to by tibe Lord Dawbeney, 
or Sir Launcelot Wallop, or Master Trevor^ 
they might have been enjoying this bright sqn. 
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and lidisig nt tJMiptomit momenti dboat iiiear 
padc$ end mnnoiB, instttid of lying in ^ 
cbwdi-yaid'wkb the hole o£ SigJJomd^B swroid 
timMigh thw bo^eL* 

^^ Good father, I shall, have little need 'of 
eooomfteriDg him mgrily either with ' tongue 
or 9tfdi ; wd thus, howevier fearful be ni&y be, 
I. dread him not, knoiriog my purpose to^ be 
honest, and trusting to Heaven and.my g()od 
angeL" 

*^ Do B0$ and magr they give theoir^ to £aie1 
but pace mol-e beware the bad angek of The 
Tor; for aa some^of ithe fatfalera have surmised 
that the hot &untaina of the Bath aoe. supjdied 
by ^e tears of the fftUen spirits, verily I should 
not marvel if the well-head were to be found 
within the domain of Sir Lionel Fitzmaurioe. 
S^ve ! Peace and safety be wiA you ! Lay 
th^ae tidings to your heart, imd at matin^masK 
or eveii-songy £ail not to repeiub after the priest**^ 
i cadtute cordUy libera noa, DamineP-'*'^ say^ 
ing» the fnar turned aside in order to mount bis^ 
mule, tmd execute the various benev(deni?ix>ni# 
missions and visitations, of which he had minutes 
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in Ub littte manuel, leaving ^Dudley, as he pro* 
oeeded with his cx>iDpatikais towards 8Sb Faw^ 
cett'sr to, meditate upon th^ dark and my^erious 
intimations he had received fespecdng Sir Lionel 
Fitamaitriee* 

.£(»^ these cogitations, however, hot little time 
was allowed him^ as they presently cached the 
house^' when having seen his precious valiae 
bestowed in a plaee of safety, he was ushered 
by Sib Fawcett into an inner apartment, while 
Pierre^ taking his seat upon the form in the 
public rooiQ, was supplied with a loaf of meslin 
or Tye bread, a slice of Taunton cheese, and a 
foaming tankard of al6, on which sumptuous 
repast he matk an immediate and unsparing 
aMuck> 

While be was thus occujued, such of the 
gosaps as remoii^, reinforced by some of 
th^r daughters, and a few rustics whd had 
strayed in, attracted by Will Mattock^s report 
that they might see a Frenchman with ringft in 
his ears, who had been dri^^ed out of Arthur's 
Slough,^ stood around him at his meal, the 
yrhsAe party milking clownish mock of theiin* 
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uBual golden appendages, laughing at his muddy 
plight, and saluting him with every species of 
gibe, jeer, and insult that ceuld be directed 
against his country in general, and himself in 
particular. AU this had no further ^ect upon 
Pierre, while he continued discussing his repast, 
than to occasion an accumulation of laughter 
and good*-humour to spread itself over his fear 
tures, so that when he had emptied the tankard, 
and arching his black brows, half*- way up his 
forehead, looked round him with a smile, that, 
while it disclosed his large white teeth, seemed 
to fill every wrinkle and dimple of his face with 
fun, frolic, and good humour, its expresmon 
was too broadly comical to be resisted, and his 
persecutors mmultaneously burst into a peal of 
laughter. There was still something contemp- 
tuous in the merriment, but their undefined feel- 
ings of hostility presently yielded to his uncon- 
querable vivacity and kindliness of heart, as he 
started up, snapped his fingers, and first sang 
and danced by himself, and then presenting his 
muddy figure and hand to one of the younger 
damsels, iiivked her with a mock ceremonious^ 
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nesa to become his partaer. The shrieks of the 
wenohes, and their eager struggles to avoid con* 
tact with his muddy clothes^ as, with a look of 
ineffiible comicality, he pursued them round the 
room, politely tendering his discoloured hand, 
and humming sl French dance — ^the loud cack- 
ling and coughing of the gossips, with the deep 
chuckle of the boors, who were hugely delighted 
at the distress of the women— combined with 
the jaunty air of the mud-bedaubed Pierre as 
he slid his. foot along the floor and continued 
lus unacceptable courti^p, formed altogether 
a scene whidi could not be contemplated with* 
out participating in the mirth of the actors, and 
which justified the boisterous uproar of merri- 
ment that made Sib Fawcett^s whol^ tenement 
re^^cho to its clamour. 

That important personage in the meanwhile, 
was by no means in such good-humour, or so 
well pleased with her guests as her customers 
Ui the public room were with his happy-dispo^ 
sitkoied and amusing servant. Like most of 
the young gallants who bad spent liny time in 
Fiance, Diidley had returned with an unmea^ 

VOL. I. ~ I 
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fturod contempt and distaste for every thing 
Engliahy a feeling in some degree warranted by 
the indisputable inferiority of our countrymen 
at that period, in almost all points and pursuits 
that tended to the embellishment of existence, 
and in many that ministered merely to its com* 
forts. All the more ingenious and delicate 
manufactures that were carried (xi, even in Lon^ 
don, were in the hands of for^gners, a circum- 
stance which had often occasioned clamour and 
sometimes tumult among the clumsy natives; 
so that there was then some excuse for that patro- 
nage of fashion which was limited exclusively 
to articles of foreign product. Such are the 
changes in national modes and, habits, that our 
neighbours were at that sera as superior to us 
in the accommodation afforded by their inns 
and public-houses, as they now confessedly fall 
short of us ; and Dudley, who had been not a 
little annoyed by this circumstance during his 
cross-country journey into Somersetshire, was 
prepared for a new shock to his fastidious 
nerves and temper, at every new inn that he 
entered. The bad odour of the public rpom> 
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predominating over even the effluvia emitted by 
the mud with which he was bespat tared, had not 
tended to mollify the illrtemper generated by 
his accident; and his look and tone were not 
therefore a whit- more ingratiating than his lan« 
guage, when he exclaimed to Sib Fawcett-^ 
'* Good woman, if you have any chamber 
sweeter than a hog-sty, or any provittons fitting 
for a Christian to eat, it would like me to see 
them." 

The person thus discourteously addressed, 
who from the consciousness of a substantial 
store of royals and nobles, in addition to. her 
thriving trade, had the feeling of independence 
to back the natural shrewishness of her disposi- 
tion, was so little disposed to submit meekly to 
this indignity, that she replied with the face of 
a turkey-cock, and in a voice scarcely more mu- 
sical — ^* Hogsty, quotha ! marry come up, and 
dainty enough too, an it were, for such a good- 
man jakes as thou art. Fit for a Christian' to 
eat ? Gadaniercy ! thou art more like Mahound 
in a stage-play than a good Christian : and 
many a bettet gentleman, I ' trow, has held it 

i2 
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toothsome fare, to dine upon a trencher of mam- 
mocka, and a horn of dead smaU-beer with flies 
in it.^ As Dudley foresaw, by the countenance 
and sturdy bearing ci his hostess, that he might 
chance to diminish rather than increase his 
accommodation by huffing and hectoring, he 
found it not only expedient to soften his tone, 
but producing a heavily lined purse, under pre- 
tence of seeing that he had not lost any of its 
contents, he declared that if he found his -prer 
sent quarters comfortable, he might probably 
prolong his stay for several days, or at least 
until his horse was sufficiently recovered to pror 
ceed. This intimation produced so sedative an 

a 

effect upon Sib, who, though rather vixenish in 
her temper, had ever a prudent eye to the main 
chance, that she assumed a mollified look, and 
crjring out ^^ Meg ! Meg ! bring fresh rushes 
and clean linen into the Horn Chamber,'' pro- 
ceeded herself to show him the way to the 
apartment This room w^ the one up-stairs, 
to which we have already alluded, as having 
its two latticed windows furnished with horn 
shavings, a piece of luxury and distinclicm 
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from which it had derived its appeUation. Nei« 
ther the dim yellow light, however, which this 
substitute tor glass allowed to penetrate, nor 
the appearance of the bed in one comer of the 
place, were at ail calculated to propitiate Dud* 
1^, who exclaimed with a distasteful counte- 
nance—^^ Surely, hostess, you have something 
better thim this nuserable flock for a weary 
man to lay his bones upon.^ 

*^ Ods pittikins ! my master,^ cried Sib ; ^^ I 
would wager a tester ye 're one of those dainty 
palliards from abroad, who can fancy notliing 
unless it be new-fangled, and who must be cock« 
ered and coddled, and sleep as soft as an ab- 
bot^s lap-dog. Marry, there be many can re^ 
member the day, though I am but a youngster 
myself, when travellers were fain to lie upon a 
straw pallet with a nmple coverlet of dags^ 
waine, and a good round log under their heads 
for a bolster, as the best yeomen did in the 
land; and these were the men« I trow, who won 
some of the stoutest towns in France. If the 
richest £ftrmer in Somersetshire has a sack oi 
chaff to rest his head upon, he holds himself 
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to be aa gbgeriy bestowed as the lord of thct 
manor ; whereas you have a pillow5-«*^hich none 
riiould require but a sick marmoaet,— Hstuffed 
with feathers from my own poultry ; and here 
comes Meg with clean sheets of loekmm, and 
fresh-gathered rushes, and what would ye. wish 
for more.*** 

^^ Nay, I knew not, my good hostess, that I 
was so sumptuously cared for, but when you 
ask me what I would wish for more, I answer 
that I have fasted long, and travelled far, and 
it would like me well td know the contents of 
your larder.** 

^^ Mass ; there is every thing in it that ye can 
hope to find on a scambling day,, as this is. | 
have neither chet loaf, nor mandiets, ndr tren- 
cher-bread of white wheaten; but there's as 
good ravelled bread and meslin as ever was 
chewed, ay, and whdlesome bran-bread, though 
I warrant me ye wouldn^t touch it. If ye fancy 
a rare Taunton cheese, I have one that would 
tickle the King's tooth, and ale of my own tun- 
ning to drink with it, which ye shall dream of 
for a week after tasting it.'' 
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" But as for fish^ fle«h* orffowiH" — said Diidr 
ley iDquiifiBgly. 

'^By the rood I ye may. hava th^m all three, 
and all o£ the be»t, for .there is salt ling in the 
tubj a fleck of brai^^n newly killed in the 
larder, and as for fowl ye may have your choice 
of the poultry that ye hear cackling in the back 
yard, and Dickon shall kill it in a minute.^^ 
, ^' No ben shall need to die for me,'^ said Dud- 
ley, ^^ if I may carouse upon her ^^s instead, 
which, with the good cheer you have mention^ed, 
I would fain behold as soon as I am in fitter 
plight for doing honour to it.*^ His valise was 
already carried into the chamber, he was fur- 
nished with proper apparatus for performing 
his ablutions, and Sib Fawcett having informed 
him that his nag . should fare as proudly as its 
master, since she could supply three loaves of 
horse^bread for a penny* made of good peas, 
beai^s, and lawful stufff withdrew to ^ve direc- 
tion3 for the dinner, or rather supper, of both 
parties. While discussing these weighty points 
with her guest, she had been not less surprised 
than scandalized at the prodigious uproar below, 
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round and roond, as if in the performance of a 
vnlitey hummed a JE^rench air, to which he 
adapted his own steps with a gracefuhiess that 
was vendered ridiculous by its contrast with his 
mud-enveloped figure. ^^ Begone, thou French 
carrion, thou dunghill jackanapes, thou be- 
spattered scarecrow !** cried Sib, with increased 
anger; but Pierre, dropping upon one knee, 
pressed her imprisoned hand to his heart, heaved 
a deep sigh, and looked up into her for- 
bidding and love-repelling face, with such an 
expression of ludicrous and inefiable tenderness, 
that even Sib could resist no longer. She re- 
laxed into an involuntary smile, exclaimed-— 
^^ Devil speed the fellow ! was ever such ano- 
ther mountebank fool !'^ and disengaging her 
hand, ran hastily out of the room, in order to 
ccmceal the titter which was ready to burst 
from between her compressed lips. 

Animated by this victory over the hostesses 
habitual sourness, especially after the petulant 
threats she had just been launching against 
themselves, the whole party broke into a new 

I 5 
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peal ci laughter, and continued their merry 
gambols until Pierre's fatigue compelled him to 
make his bow to the assemblage, and recruit 
his strength, after the exertions of this eventful 
day, by betaking himself to his straw pallet for 
the night. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Bear- ward and carrier here you have^ 
Men^ horses^ bruin^ in a cave. 

Each other fright'ning. 
Silence ! ye brawlers^ when ye 're bid ; 
What ! will ye wrangle thue amid 

Thunder and lightning? 

B£FOB£ he ^ arose on the following morning, 
Dudley'^s thoughts reverted to the strange cau- 
tions he had received respecting Sir Lionel Fitz- 
maurice, and though he suspected liiuch of the 
friar's prejudice to have prob&bljr arisen from 
some omission of the annual offerings at the 
brines of St. Mary, or St. Joseph of Arimathea^ 
in whoise wealth and splendour the worthy father 
was interested, he determined, before he took 
his departure for The Tor, to sound his hostess 
upon the subject. He had seen suflScient proof 
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that her house was a place of general resort, 
and concluded that the good ale«toper» who fre^ 
quented it would be sure to possess her with all 
the scandal of the neighbourhood, well knowing 
the freedom with which the lower orders ge- 
nerally, and such gossips in particular, canvas 
the' characters and actions of their superiors. 
As soon^ therefore, as he had finished his break- 
fast, he sought an interview with Sib, whose 
natural acerbity of look and manner was a little 
softened by the prospect oi retaining so unusual 
a customer, and inquired whether she could 
enable him to hire two goodly steeds, for him- 
self and servant, as his own was still lame, and 
he had occasion to visit Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice 
of the Tor, without delay. 

The redness which was usually confined to the 
good woman's nose, spread itself over her whole 
face as she made the sign of the eroas, and ex- 
claimed, " Heaven shield us ! perhaps you are 
a friend of Sir Lioners." 

"No, indeed,"* replied Dudley, somewhat sur- 
prised that she should make the same inquiry 
the friar had done, as if the prejudice eixtended 



THE TOB HILI,. 181 

to all his friends, as wdl as to the kni^t him- 
sdf. ^^ I am a perfect stranger to Sir LioneL^* 

^^ Then why, o* heaven^s name, should you be 
going to the Tor House ?^ 

^^ I have bufiiness there that may be soon 
dispatched, when I may perhaps return to re- 
new acquaintance with your good ale. But you 
speak as if there were danger in passing the 
threshold of the Tor House. Know you aught 
against Sir Lionel ?^ 

** Who, I ? Marry, heaven forfend that I 
should utter syllable against him. He is a 
knight, and a justice of the peace, and a rich 
and powerful and right worshipful gentleman, 
and they must have stout hearts, and sharp 
swords, that would dare to gainsay it.** 

" If rumour speak sooth,'* resumed Dudley, 
*^ he himself wields a keen and cruel sword. I 
have heard, that the Lord Dawbeney and two 
others, whose names have slipped me, were done 
to death by him." 

•* Giod^s pity, Sir ! and so they were, and as 
brave and duristian gentlemen as any in these 
parts, but it was all in the way of fair and hon- 
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ourable combat ; and sad it is to think that our 
knights and squires should spill one another^s 
blood in the duelk)^ when they maiy.have as many 
Frenchmen to fight with, by only crossing the 
water, as the most ruffling blade could wish for/' 

*^ The subject ot their quarrels is of course 
well known,^ observed Dudley. 

^^ Ay, that I warrant me it is to them that 
inquire,^ replied the cautious Sib,-^^^l)at this is 
ticklish matter, wherewith I neither meddle nor 
make. I may have my own thoughts as well as 
another, but. 

When the rain raineth^ and the goose winketh. 
Little wotteth the gosling what the goose thioketh. 

^^ So, Sir, I Will send Dickon for the good steeds 
you sp6ke of, and as for Sir Lionel Fitzmauriee 
of the Tor, I say dnee more, Heaven forbid I 
should deny him* to be a right honourable knight 
and a worshipful justice of the peace.^ 

Suspecting that she knew more about him 
liian she thought it prudent to disclose, Dudley 
endeavoured to detain her, and extract H poasi. 
ble some further information ; but she no sooner 
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perceived Im defligm tiiwi doe took fright^ per- 
iled »U hifrquestiiHis,^ or profeased a total igno- 
xanoe, and seised the •excuee of. a sudden noise 
for rummig avay , proclaiming her apprehehsionB 
that the unlucky black sow was again playing 
the misehi^ in the brewhouse. The only new 
intelligence he had be^i aide to gathei~ was» that 
Sir Lionel had a daughter of fresh and stately 
beauty^ thou^ ii was tbe fashion on that stds 
the Q9untry to hold her somewhat over^proud 
and bai^^y ; an imputation, howevei^ which the 
wary Sib protested to be perfectly unmerited in 
her opinion; as she had once stopped at the 
Tables to refresh her horse, when she toissed a 
penny to Dickon, smiled upon him graciously, 
9Xkd had been evidently^ liiudi struck by his 
j^weetness ;of look and ^risknesi^ c^ atteixdiiBce. 
> The horses having bean brought t» thedoor 
for inspeotioD, and received Dudley's apgparoba- 
tion, Pierre was ordered taari&y hiinseif in bis 
handsome French Uv^y, which' had been for- 
tunately deposited is the Talise, while his mas- 
ter retired • to his own room to settlis the impor- 
taot' point of what dtess he. should aolect fear his 
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first tittt In that ^age of costly magnificenoe^ 
when nobles vied with each odier in the extra- 
vagance of their wardrobes, and it was not un- 
usHal to exhaust the produce of a manor upon 
a single suit of clothes, this was a more mo^ 
mentous consideration than it mi^t now appear. 
Dudley had been present at the celebrated in- 
terview between Henry and Francis the First 
of France, in the field of the cloth of gold, 
when the En^ish monarch himself had set the 
first example of that boundless jHrofusoon, and 
almost incredible gorgeousness of personal ap- 
pearance, which had not only ruined many of 
his nobles at the time, but pervading oil the 
better classes of society, had diffused a rage f(X 
i^endid apparel which it became ultimately 
necessary to check by sumptuary laws. Dud- 
ley's youth and less prominent station had pre- 
cluded any particular display in that great 
rivalry of glistering gawdiness, but he had 
there imbibed a taste for foppery and finery not 
likely to be abandoned by one who hi^ plenti- 
ful meaas for its gratification, and who belpi^'- 
ed to (he army, a class that has ever been among 
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the most ardeat votairies of personal decoration 
and splendour. Fortunately for its more tri- 
umphant display upon this occasion, it was not 
the fashion for the military, even when out 
of their accoutrements and trappings, to wear 
mourning for relations killed in battle, so that 
Dudley, whose vanity had been stimulated to 
present himself to the best Advantage before Sir 
LionePs daughter, was not restrained in its in* 
dulgence by the recent death of his uncle. 

His figure was remarkably good, a circum- 
stance not likely to be overlooked in his selec- 
tion; but it was necessary also to evince his 
taste by the novdty, and his command of mo- 
ney by the richness, of his habiliments. After 
due consideration of these combined claims, he 
arrayed himself with great solemnity and de- 
liberation in a suit of murrey satin, the dou- 
blet embrcndered all over, as wdl as the panes 
of the hose, with seed pearl and gold lace ; his 
cloak was of russet uncut velvet, lined with 
satin, and richly laced ; his girdle and hanger, 
scabbard, hat, and band, were of suitable co- 
lours, and the richest materials ; and his em- 



186 TH£ TOR HILL. 

broideitd shoes were copiously funiifihed with 
roses, points, and golden tags. . Fart of these 
equipments were entrusted to Pierre, to be put 
on when be should readi the Tc»* ; and as the 
remainder was little calculated for the public 
gaze, or a horseman^s wearing, he threw over 
the whole a travelling surtout, putting loose 
wrappers about his legs that resembled our 
modern over-alls. 

Thus enveloped, he showed scarcely so brave 
<^<^ 8^y ^ his servant, who wore a doublet of 
yellow million fustian, one half buttoned with 
peadi-coloured bu^ttons, and the other half laeed 
downwards; peacb-colpured hose, with small 
tawny lace; a grey hat, with a copper edge, 
and peach band; watchet stockings; and a 
vesey^^loured cloak, guarded with black cloth, 
and twisted lace of carnation, and lined with 
crimson baize. * To assist his toilette, his master 
had kindly spared him a modicum of his Freodi 
ointments of perfumes, so that when Pierre, 
thus scented and apparelled, recalled his be^ 
spattered and unsavoury plight upon the pre- 
ceding evening, he could scarcely believe in his 



persontd idMtky,-i»ilil he asftured himaelf of 
tbat'defifrable fact by comroendng ^* CoUn mirit- 
gewt des ariichaux^ which he sang all throu^ 
with pfodigi(^s loudness and ammation, and 
thM treated his master with a da-capo. 

Conclu(fing that Sir Lionel dined at. twelve, 
which was then the customarjr hour with the 
noUlity and gentry, and not wishing to present 
himself until after that meal^ Dudley started 
about noon, so that he was exposed with all the 
garments and coverings we have described to 
the full heat of the meridian sun. Accustomed 
as he had been to carry harness, beneath which 
it was usual to wear a suit of leather, thickly 
quflled, padded, and provided with cushions to 
prevennt the galling of the armour, it may be 
supposed that he was proof againrst the'fieroest 
rays, whian emancipated from such , ponderous 
burthen^. It was not, therefore, from any inooh- 
venience occasioned by the sun, although swel- 
tering beneath embroidered doublet, lined cloak, 
and thick surtout, that he confined his horse to 
a walking pace, but from an apprehension that 
any unseemly heat might unbecomingly affect 
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his penonal appearance, and perbftps derange 
the eoooomy of hits dress. While proeeedi^ in 
this ktsurely manner, picking his vay to avoid 
ihe dust, and tid^e the benefit of the shade, he 
beheld at a little distance the townsfolks of 
Wells collected together on a ccHnmon and 
shooting at the butts, a practice which was en- 
joined by act ci parliament to be observed 
upon holidays, and at every other convenient 
time. He directed his horse towards them in 
order to observe their exercise, coming up just 
as the sturdy Will Mattocks, having prepared 
his long bow for a random shot, cried aloud*— 
•* Fast r a signal which every archer was 
obl^ed to give before loosing his arrow, in order 
that the people around might have warning to 
stand fast ^^ Ho, ho !^ cried Will when he 
saw that he had passed the mark, and had out- 
dhrt all his competitors—** Cogswounds ! Leigh, 
the Wigan lawyer, that shot a mile in three 
flights, could na do better than that^n. — ^Dan- 
ge^ all, wilPee beat that*^ f Not one on^ee by 
the mass, and I shall be Duke of Shoreditch for 
die day, ho, ht)!" 
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As be turned round at this exclamation, he 
bdield Pierre; when dropping bis under-jaw, 

■ 

and fixing his eye upon him Soar some time with 
a stare of stupid wonder, he at length slapped 
his hand upon bis thigh*, and qaculated — 

^^ Ods bodikins I thee be'est the Vrenchman 
I pulled out o^ Arthur's slough, vor all thy 
jackadandy jacket. What ho, my merry bow- 
men, loosen string, and quit butt, and cqom 
lode at this^n Vrench javell wi' hoops in his ears.^ 
At this summons the rustics, quitting their ex- 
ercise, surrounded him as they bad done at 
Sib Fawcett's, mocking and mowing, and burst- 
ing into clownish laughter, and saluting him 
with the grossest epithets; not content with 
which, one of them goaded his horse in the 
flanks, so as to make' it caper and plunge, 
Pierre, who was by no means an expert horse- 
man, attributing these prancings to the animal's 
impatience to depart, tried for some time to 
soothe it by patting its neck, and coaxing it 
with exclamations of ^^ Eh bien! que*veux tu 
don%. ? Attends I attends i" expedients which 
only increased the merriment of .the boors, and 
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encouraged them to ctanttttiie tormentang the 
beast. Dudky.was so highly amused by his 
man's awkward effints to retain his seat, as well 
as the grotesque expression of his face, wherein 
a wish to appear more than usually gay «nd 
nonchalant was evidently mixed with a consi- 
derable portion of distress at the capricdos of 
his steed> that he suffered these mancBurres to 
last longer than he would otherwise have - per- 
mitted. At length, however, Will Mattocks, 
naturally brutal, and elated by his recent tri- 
umph in shooting, transferred the goadings of 
his arrow from the horse to his rider, whom be 
ventured to spur sharply in the calf ^of his kg. 

This pointed joke Pierre endured at first with 

« 

only a sudden start, and an eKckmatioB of 
'^ Commetit ^ but he had no sooner discovered 
the nature ^nd the author of it^ than he raised 
his riding staff and let it &11 on Will's bull- 
head with such a hearty accost that the blood 
spurted from the wound. 

" 'Swounds and 'snails !" cried the infuriated 
rustic, " will 'ee zuffer English blood to be spilled 
o that'n, by a Vrench dog wi' hoops in 's* ears? 
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Coom on, nj masters! Dang*ee, tuoad, we^l chuck 
""ee into a worse place than Arthur's dough.^ 

^ Down with the Mounseer I down with him ! 
St. George for England !" was echoed by his 
companions, some of whom brandished their 
bows, while others were hastily stringing them, 
and gathering round Pierre with angry cries 
and menacing gestures, when Dudley, drawing 
his sword, and spurring into the midst of them, 
exc^imed in a loud voice, ^' Fall back, ye dung- 
bill knaves' and ruffian grooms ! ye wete rightly 
.served if ye had all a broken coxcomb like yon- 
der churl, in reward for your red-lattice ribal- 
dry. Loose bridle, thou blustering caitiff! or 
by ouir Lady, thou shalt not have a hand to hold 
with."" At these words, and the uplifted rapier 
that accompanied them, Will Mattock removed 
his grasp from Pierre's bridle, and the whole 
party drew together for their mutual protec- 
tion, without any appearance, however, of having 
abandoned their hostile intentions, until Dudley 
continued, " We are bound towards a justice of 
the peace hard by, and we will not be stopped 
by such a clownish craw ; but if any of ye feel 
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aggrieyed, ye may e^oi trudge forward with us to 
Sir Lionel Fitxmaurice/' 

Nothing oould be more sudden and subduing 
than the effect produced by the mention of this 
name. Turning instimtly round, that their 
faces might not be rea^nized, several of the 
party hurried back to the butts, and resumed 
their exercise ; others vailed bonnet, drew their 
feet along the grass, and humbly asked pardon; 
and one after another the whole assemblage had 
sneaked away, except Will Mattock, whose late- 
ly furious expression was now altered to one of 
submission, and even terrified intercession, as 
he stood twiddling his thrum-cap with both 
hands, and exclaimed to Fierre-^^^ Now, lord 
love'ee, Mr. Mounseer Vrenchman, doan^'ee 
mention my name to Zir Liopel«*Hioan'fee 

now r 

^' Pardi, mon brave hamtm^^ said Pierre, 
stretching out his arm, and shaking hands with 
him, ** we are now such good friends, that I care 
not ever to mention your name, or see your face 
again.*" 

" Thank^ee, thank'ee, kindly,'* replied the 
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rustic, and returned to his companions with a 
less chop-fallen air, while Pierre, looking first 
on one side, then on the other, with a smirk of 
infinite good-humour and vivacity, trotted after 
his master, singing aloud 

" Eh^ Palsangue Pierrot^ boutte bas ton chagrin.*' 

*' Certes,'* thought Dudley to himself, as he 
pursued his way, " if this Sir Lionel knew how 
to overawe the gentry by his sword, and the 
clergy by his character, although I cannot dis- 
cover what it is, it should seem that be ex- 
ercises no less mysterious a control over the 
vulgar, since the very mention of his name suf- 
fices to make the peasants cower and quail, 
even in their most chafing moods. If his dark 
deeds had earned him this fearful reputation, 
I should hear them named. Illegitimate by 
birth, and moderate in fortune, he can have no 
power, except as the friend and representative of 
my late uncle, which may have been sufficient 
to raise him to the magistracy, but will not in 
any way account for this wide-spread and yet 
undefined apprehension. Surely some idle and 
absurd superstition attaches itself to his name, 

VOL. I. K 
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of which he is perhaps unconscious, and at 
which he himself would be the first to laugh. 
But I shall soon be enabled to form my own 
opinion, for yonder, in the plain, I see the vast 
and venerable pile of Glastonbury Abbey; 
above it, on the height, rises the lofty Tor 
of St Michael; and the battlemented walls 
and towers by its side are doubtless those of 
the Tor House, wherein this formidable ogre 
holds his court. Be he giant or magician, infi- 
del, or cannibal, wizard, necromancer, or demon, 
I will storm his castle ; though I {ear that when 
I have once passed the drawbridge, the en- 
chantment, according to established usage, will 
be dissolved, aud I shall find Sir Lionel neither 
more nor less than he was represented by my 
good hosteiss of the Tables — a right special 
and honourable knight, and a worshipful justice 
of the peace.** 

Indulging in these ruminations, he had now 
advanced so near to the Tor House, as to have 
a distinct view of its antique style of architec- 
ture, when it became evident that nature was 
about to refresh the earth, after the? oppressive 
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sultriness of the morning, by a storm. Clouds 
Buddenly springing up from different points of 
the horizon, d[>scured the son as they converged 
towards each other, squally gui^s of wind ruf- 
fled up the dust, and even small particles of 
stick and straw, into little circles and eddies, 
some of which were borne upwards to a con- 
siderable heights the swallows and other birds 
flew screaming past them ; the bellowing cattle 
scudded across the meadows and fields in seardi 
of shelter — while a few scattered and unusually 
large drops of rain, indenting the dust which 
they were not numerous enough to allay, an* 
nounced the near approach of the tempest. 

Foreseeing that it would be severe, and 
anxious to avoid the smallest soiling of his new 
French suit, Dudley looked anxiously around 
in search of secure shelter, when he observed 
that the peasants, quitting their work, were 
hurrying towards a round-looking rock^ at some 
little distance aJiead of him, to which several 
travellers were also seen hastening from differ- 
ent directions. Concluding that they had the 
same object as himself, he spurred forward, and 

k2 
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presently reached Hollow-stone point, a place 
which had been originally, as its name indi* 
cated, nothing but a projecting stone, although 
such excavations had been subsequently made 
beneath it, for the purpose of procuring stones, 
that the recess would afford safe shelter to a 
considerable assemblage. When Dudley reach- 
ed it, he found several persons, some on foot 
and some on horseback, collected within it, but 
he was enabled without difficulty to place him- 
self and Pierre in perfect s^urity from the rain, 
which now fell in torrents, and being collected 
by the sloping rock above, descended in a eort 
of mimic waterfall over the opening. In this 
situation he remained, gazing at the heavy show- 
er, with that expression of forloni resignation 
which our countrymen are so often called upon 
to assume under similar circimistances, while 
Pierre, having dismounted, was kissing his hopse, 
«nd laughing heartily at his own conceit as he 
sang *^ Aimez-moiy cofikine je vous aime;^ when 
all the animals' in the place began to snort and 
tremble, and shrink to the extremity of the 
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recess, with signs of terror, for which their 
owners were utterly unable to account, until a 
large muzzled bear was led by his keeper into 
the place, followed by half-a-dozen mastiffs. 
Among those already snugly sheltered within, 
was a carrier with three stout pack-horses, laden 
with wool, and bound for the Bath. These 
bulky beasts becoming restive at the unwelcome 
intrusion of the hairy savage, and shaking the 
bells in their heads, and snorting in a manner 
that alarmed their owner, he called out in no 
very courteous tone — " What, ho ! you tramp- 
ing ronyon, troop off with your Sackerson and 
his curs, for see you not that you are scaring 
better beasts than yourself?'' 

^^ Ods-niggers V* replied the fellow thus ad- 
dressed ; '^ what saucy customer is this ? What 
the foul fiend ! are such snipes as you to creep 
under the dry ftone, while the king's bearward 
stands in the rain P" 

** The King's bearward ?" resumed the car- 
rier—^* which king, trow, for we have two in 
these parts, the King of the Hill and the King of 
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the Valley ; or, in other words, Sir Lionel Fitz^ 
maarice of the Tor Hill, and the good Abbot 
of Glastonbury.'' 

^' Tr9th ! and they say we haTe two in Lon^ 
don — King Cardinal Wolsey, and Kiitg Henry 
the Eighth ; which latter I own for my master, 
and here is his badge upon my arm, and I and 
Sackerson and my dogs are ready to fight for 
him against all comers ol equal weight and 
number, wherefore we hold oui^ves as well 
entitled to a dry comer as any such sheep-snip- 
ping crayen as thou art.^ 

^^ Mass ! I wish your bruin were where he 
came from, and yourself wearing his chain, or 
baited by the dogs, as many a better brute has 
been. So ho, Dobbin! gently. Ball, gently! 
back, Wall-eye, back f By V lady, here will be 
mischief, an you put not forth Hairy-hide, fot 
my pack horses eat good corn, and no man can 
hold 'em when it likes 'em to break loose.'' 

" Was ever such a doddipate as this ?" ex- 
claimed the bearward, — " that expects full- 
bellied horses to be governed by an empty- 
headed ass. Turn their noses to the dark cor- 
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Qer, thou peremptory gull, that they may not 
see the beast, pr their jangling bells may be 
likely to frighten Bruin, as they have already 
set the dogs a4iowling.^ The carrier did as 
he was recommended : the other horsemen, see- 
ing the good effects of the movement, imitated 
his example, and a comparative quiet succeed- 
ed to the discord of jingling bells^ snorting 
horses, howling curs, and wrangling men, of 
which the bearward availed himself to conti- 
nue the conversation. " Which of ye, masters, 
mentioned Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice of the Tor 
Hill, for thitherward am I bound, und^stand- * 
ing that, <Hi the 0K>rrow after the Assumption, 
he pre^es at the annual bull-chase in these 
pofts, and I would fain know whether he is a 
lover of the bearward^s sport, and likely to give 
him profitable welcome, which I am told he can 
well afford to do.^ 

" Marry they have told you truth,^ said the 
carrier, ^' for all the manors hereabout that be- 
long not to the King of the Valley, belong to 
the King of the Hill, who must have what likes 
him, willy-nilly; or the Lord Dawbeney, Sir 
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Launcelot Wallop, Mid Master Trevor would 
neither have tasted cold steel, nor be now lying 
in the cold earth/' 

" 'Ware the hawk ! Sir Knight of the Wool- 
pack,^ cried a voice from among the assemblage, 
— " you are a stranger, or you would know that 
there may be peril in letting your tongue wag 
thus freely." 

" SUdf cried the carrier — ** I have fat 
horses in my stable and good royals in my 
pouch, and I will hold my tongue for no man, 
when it likes me to speak the sooth. I am 
neither Sir LionePs vassal nor his varlet;-! 
never gained by him to the vaUdome of a two- 
penny chicken, and I am not like to lose as 
much by saying that which ye all know, though 
ye may be too faint-hearted to open mouth. So 
ho, Dobbin ! gently. Ball'!'* 

" And is the good abbot,*" inquired the bear- 
ward, " one of those who w '11 shed his silver 
for seeing Sackerson fight ?^ 

" Not unless it be to take a lesson,** replied 
the carrier—** for he promises soon to have 
fighting enough of his own ; and mass ! when 
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the two kings of the hill nad valley come to- 
gether, the thunder will be of worse peril than 
that which now blusters above our heads with- 
out harmiiig us^ Frythee, is it true, my mas- 
ters, that the . devil was seen, to jump from one 
.of the chimneys of the Tor House, some three 
weeks agone, into such another thunder-cloud 
as that now hanging over the church ?^ 

^^ Harkee ! sir constable of the whip,**" cried 
$he same v<^ tfaat had previously warned him-^ 
^^ whei;! you were crawling^ along under Weary- 
all-hill with your fat geldings, did I not hear 
you trolling the ballad of Andrew Barton ? — 

^ llie King looked over his left shoulder^ 
And an angry look than looked he^ 
Have I never a Lord in all my realm^ 
Will fetch yon traitor unto me ?' " 

^^ Ay, marry, such was my song, and what 
then, trow, ?" 

:. *.^ Why then, my good friend, whai you find 
your tongue running faster and louder than 
your horses' bells, you would do well to recol- 
leqt .that the King of the Hill, in whose realm 
you are thus clacking, has only to utter the 

K 5 
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■aine words, and your fastest gelding ctonot 
prevent your being presently seized and brought 
up to him." 

^^ Bei^rew thee, for a talking knave and a 
saucy ! am I then a trutor fcx* repeating what 
I heard from ^e d>bot*8 summoner, who was 
standing beneath a tree for the rain, as we may 
be now, when be marked a devil upon tb^ 
tallest chinmey-top of the Tor House, wagging 
its tail, and butting with his horns at a black 
cloud over his head ; when lo f my masters, it 
no sooner opened its &ry jaws for the light* 
ning to leap out, than the demon jumped in, and 
disappeared. Back, TVall-eye, back ! what are 
you shaking your bells at? Wo-ho, poor fel- 
low r 

No one took any notice of this strange story, 
and there was a silence of a minute or two, until 
a voice ejaculated — " Would to Heaven the 
brave and good Sir Giles Hungerford were 
among us again r to which several r^ponded. 
Amen f 

" Or that Master Cecil," resumed the former 
speaker, " had recovered his full wits, and were 
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o£ ixian^s estate, and holding the Tor House." 
To this wish the amens were still more nu- 
merous, and the bearward was just making 
some new inquiry respecting master Cecil, when 
a peal of thunder that threatened to shake 
down the impending stone above them, followed 
by an almost blinding flash of lightningi kept 
the whole assemblage, for a short time, in an 
awe-struck silence. Ere they were sufficiently 
recovered to resume the conversation, one of 
the peasants, with an exclamation of terror, fell 
upon his knees, crossed himself, and pointing 
towards the Tor Hill, cried out, — '* Saint Mary 
shield us ! there he is ! thei*e he is ! God grant 
he send not the lightning among us!" after 
which aspiration, he commenced repeating his 
paternoster with great eagerness* As his com- 
panions directed their eyes to the point indi- 
cated, they seemed to be equally struck aghast ; 
many imitated his example by falling on their 
knees, and all exhibited symptoms of profound 
awe and apprehension. Where Dudley first 
stood, he could not discover the object which 
had so powerfully affected them, but he had no 
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sooner changed his poflition» than at the extre* 
mity of a lofty terrace, projecting from the Tor 
House, he beheld a tall dark figure with a loiig 
wand in his hand which he was pointing at the 
sky, and waving about with a slow and majestic 
motion. The black clouds haying parted imme- 
diately behind him, and admitting a bright ray 
of tight, not only threw out his figure in bold 
and distinct relief,, but from the elevation of the 
hill and its crowning tr rrace, upon the edge of 
the horizon, gave him the appearance of some 
superior being walking in the sky. This mys* 
terious personage, as he understood from the 
exclamations of those around him, was the 
much-feared Sir Lionel Fit^maurfce; while a 
little deformed figure, which presently aftjer* 
wards became visible, by his side, and wore 
very much the look of an imp of darkness at^ 
tendant on its master-spirit, was identified by 
the whispering peasants as " the Doctor.'' 

Cowering into one comer, as if they dreaded 
to be seen by the formidable figure, who seem- 
ed to be giving orders to the angry elements, 
and directing their wrath ; and yet unable to 
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withdraw their eyes^ as if fascinated by the 
apparition before them, the peasants continued 
to watch the movements of. his wand, shrinking 
with increased agony whenever it took a direc- 
tion towards themselves, in apparent apprehen- 
sion that the lightning, which still played about 
him, would leap whithersoever he pointed, and 
consume and destroy according to his orders. 
Others remembering the carrier's tale of the 
demon, which was implicitly believed in those 
parts, &xed their eyes upon the hunch-backed 
dwarf at his side, in apparent expectation that 
he would take advantage of the next rent made 
by the lightning to leap into the clouds. ** The 
abbey ! the abbey !^ was at length exclaimed 
by several, from which Dudley, who recollected 
the alleged hostility between the Kings of the 
Hill and of the Valley, conjectured that they ex- 
pected some mischief to fall on the venerable 
pile ; but its lofty towers and chapels, thrown 
into deep shade by the clouds, seemed to be 
dtemly frowning at the storm, and bidding defi- 
ance to its utmost fury. Still were their eyes 
rivetted with an intense and almost breathless 
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interest, first upon the figures on the terrace, 
and then ou the 8«cred building ; but the tem- 
pest now began to abate and dear off. Sir Lio- 
nel and his deformed companion stalked baek 
to the mansion and disappeared ; the thunder 
rolled muttering away ; thfe song of the birds 
overpowered the diminished pattering of the 
water, as it dripped from the hollow stone; 
the sun broke brightly through the scattered 
clouds, a rainbow spanned the opposite arch 
of the heavens, and the abbey was seen to 
glitter uninjured as the returning rays light- 
ed up its far-extending' walls. Inspired with 
fresh confidence at a eondiusaon which refut- 
ed their sinister and ominous forebodings, the 
rustics began to breathe with more freedom, 
and talk iu a louder tone ; the carrier ventured 
to cut a few jokes upon Sir LionePs odd taste 
for walking in the rain, and poking at the clouds 
with a hop-pole ; the bearward declared with a 
laugh, that if he would sell the little hump- 
backed doctor he would clap him atop of his 
bear instead of a monkey ; and the whole 
party were preparing to separate with renovated 
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courage, when a column of dark smoke, laqed 
with oecasioiial gleams of fire, was seen to arise 
at some ctistance, and two or three of the pea*> 
sants exclaimed, at the same momett, that the 
abbot's grange was on Are, In a few moments, 
the flames bursting forth with increased violence, 
not only confirmed this assertion, but showed 
that the whole building, with its stacks and ricks, 
would be shortly consumed ; and the terrors of 
the peasants, who immediately assigned this 
calamity to the supernatural influence of the 
abbot*s arch-enemy, returned with redoubled 
fco-ce. Thdr voices again subsided to a whisper, 
as they slunk off muttering paternosters andave* 
mary s ; the carrier collected his beasts in solemn 
silence, and hurried away ; while the bearward,- 
too much intimidated to resume his bantering 
tone, and yet too sturdy to betray the smallest 
apprehension, made a sort of compromise^ by 
whistling most valiantly, as he trudged forward 
with bruin by hb side, and his troop of dogs 
behind him. 

Dudley, who had been an attentive observer 
c^ this scene, although he had forborne from in- 
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termingUngin the cooversation, proceeded .also 
on bis route, lost in a yariety of conjectures^ 
Hitherto he had attributed all the terrors of the 
country-folks, and mueh of the eyil r^utation 
that attadied to Sir Lionel, either to a blind 
superstition, or the dread inspired by his bloody 
deeds as a duelist ; but he had now seen him, 
giving countenance to the prejudice against him, 
by conduct, at leasts as dark and mysterious as. 
the rumours that were circulated in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and though the burning of the ab- 
bot^s grange might be a mere accidental coinci- 
dence, he could not but confess that the mode 
and moment of its occurrence were well calcu- 
lated to confirm all the sinister suspicions of 
the observers. To an ardent and daring mind, 
however, there is something stimulating in the 
idea of encountering a personage, from whom 
all the rest of the world are shrinking in dismay. 
Curiosity to develope Sir LionePs character 
and motives was now combined with this feel- 
ing, while the description he had heard of his 
daughter's beauty was not without its influence 
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in increasing his impatience, as he pushed for- 
ward to the Tor House. 

As to Pierre^ he had been too much occupied 
in kissing and singing to his horse to pay much 
attention to the conversation around him, or 
even to the storm that was raging without, al- 
though he now sympathized so vivaciously with 
the restored gaiety of nature, as to sing without 
intermission until they arrived at the embattled 
Gate-house, which formed the entrance to the 
residence of Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A stately damsel fresh and f air> 
Gracing her garments rich and rare 

With noble carriage. 
Ah I let not pride such features stain^ 
Nor e'en a beautiful disdain^ 

Those charms disparage ! 

The Tor House was one of those ancient 
baronial structures, originally built for the pur- 
poses of security, as well as for the display of 
state, although since the termination of the wars 
of the Roses, its defences had been neglected, 
and Sir Giles Hungerford's intention of restor- 
ing them to their former strength had been 
frustrated by his almost uninterrupted abMSlee 
in the service of his country. Two circular 
towers, with embattled tops and conical roofs, 
ilanking a narrow machicolated Gothic archway, 
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over whose heavy architrave the arms of Hun- 
gerford were sculptured, constituted the Grate- 
house, which, as already stated, stood at some 
distance in. advance of the main building. The 
causeway that joined them was enclosed by 
stone walls of moderate height withinside, but 
which from the scarping of the hill without, pre- 
salted an elevation that could, when the ground, 
was originally cut away, only be surmount- 
ed by escalade. Nature, however, resuming 
her bountiful dominion, had so thickly clothed 
the slope with shrubs and underwood^ that an 
assailant would have found in some places a> 
ladder of boughs ready placed against the wall>> 
and reaching nearly to its summit. The main 
building consisted of a principal court for the 
state rooms and dwelling apartments, with a 
smaller one behind it for the offices. The lat- 
ter stretched back to the steep ascent of the 
Tor Hill, upon which it rested, while a flight of 
steps led to a terrace upon the very brow of 
that precipitous eminence, nearly parallel with 
the base of the lofty tower or Tor of Saint 
MichaeFs church, which still stands conspicuous 
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and entire, while the ancient mansion of the Hun- 
gerfords, to which it had imparted its name, 
has 80 utterly disappeared, that not a vestige of 
its existence remains. At each corner of the 
great court stood a circular tower, with conical 
roof of the same form as those at the ^ Gate- 
house, and the whole was enclosed on three 
sides by a dry ditch, over which, at the ter- 
mination of the causeway, there had formerly 
been a drawbridge, although a permanent and 
fixed communication had now supplanted it. 
The terrace, and the inaccessibility of the hill, 
on the edge of which it was pUced, were the 
only defences for the back of the mansion. 

Upon his arrival at the Gate-house, into 
which he requested to be ushered for the final 
arrangement of his dress, before he presented 
himself, Dudley was astonished at the signs 
of a stately and numerous establishment which 
he was already enabled to observe. The war^ 
den of the Gate-house, handsomely attired in 
velvet, had yeomen and groom-porters beneath 
him ; while one of Sir Lionel's gentlemen, at- 
tended by a page, and followed by two servants 
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in rich liveries, irode forth mounted upon goodly 
steeds bearing the brand of their owner, being 
a naked dagger, with five gouts. Advancing 
to the principal court, after having completed 
bis toilet, his amazement increased as he no- 
ticed that few of the wealthiest nobles of the 
}and, with all the cumbrous magnificence and 
numerous household which they affected in their 
establishments, ^uld surpass either in splen- 
dour or variety the retinue with which he was 
flow surrounded, of whom the greater part 
wore swoids like the retainers of a feudal baron. 
The steward of the household, in handsome 
robes, with gold chain and ruff, received him 
at the entrance of the great hall, which occu- 
pied the whole front of the first court. As he 
passed through the file of servants, yeomen and 
attendants, most of them in gorgeous liveries, 
and approached the dais and oriel-chamber, at 
the upper end of the hall, he observed that the 
walls were hung with armour of all descrip- 
tions, arrayed in fanciful shapes ; among which 
he recognized, by its cognizance, the discarded 
helmet of Sir Giles, which had saved him from 
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many a perilous blow in the olden time, and for 
which, in an hour of evil omen, he had substi- 
tuted the improved casque that had cost him 
his life. Although by no means very suscepti- 
ble of regretful impressions, he could not for- 
bear a sigh as he reflected upon the mode of his 
death, nor a latent feeling of indignation mixed 
with surprise, that another should thus have 
usurped his mansion, and eclipsed the splen- 
dour of its rightful owner. 

On emerging from this apartment, and enter- 
ing the Justice-Hall, he was enabled in some 
degree to account for the terror of the common 
people, who were more peculiarly liable to be 
arraigned at its bar, and brought in immediate 
collision with a soldier-magistrate, whose stem 
and rigorous dispensation of justice had, per- 
haps, contributed to his unpopularity, and ag- 
gravated the odium that attached to all sup- 
posed possessors of supernatural power. This 
scene of judicial authority must have indeed 
presented a dreadful spectacle to a culprit. The 
screen was gs^rnished with corslets and helmets, 
gaping with open mouths, with coats of mail. 
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lances, pikes, halberds, brown-bills, batterdas- 
tors and buckles ; while in order to inspire an 
awe that should come more home to the busi* 
ness and bosoms of pfFenders, a wooden tablet, 
hanging immediately before their eyes, present- 
ed them with sculptured representations of the 
stocks, the headless whip, the gaoler's chains, 
the prison itself with its massy portals and 
wludowless walls, and finally the gallows, from 
which a criminal was dangling in terrorem. 
Such an apparatus, with a judge in the midst 
of it, who waa supposed by the vulgar to be 
little better than a Rhadamanthus upon earth, 
must have been well calculated to overwhelm a 
guilty conscience, and even to appal an innor 
cent one. 

After passing through two other apartments of 
smaller dimensions, he was received by a cham«- 
berlain attended by an usher and two pages, 
who escorted him to the entrance of an ante- 
room, of which the portals had been no sooner 
thrown open, than Sir Lionel's domestic band 
of minstrels, consisting of cornets, shawms, a ta- 
bouret, lutes, rebecs and recorders, saluted him 
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with a short flourish, and he was at length usher- 
ed with all ceremony into the presence of the 
personage thus deeply entrenched in domestics. 
Sir Lionel, who was here attended only by the 
diminutive and deformed doctor, came forward 
to meet liim, when Dudley, after a few words of 
common courtesy had been mutually exchanged, 
put into his hands the letter with which he was 
charged, and while Sir Lionel was perusing it^ 
had full leisure for observing the figure before 
him. His stature would have appeared more 
than usually lofty and commanding, even when 
compared with the tallest of the common sons 
of men ; but, when contrasted with the dwarfish 
figure by his side, its proportions seemed al- 
most gigantic, and would probably have appear- 
ed still more so but for the exact symmetry 
of his limbs. In age he looked about forty-five. 
His forehead was bald, but the dark locks at 
the back of his head seemed still to curl natu- 
rally, and his long black beard, which he wore 
untrimmed, imparted a singular solemnity to 
his whole aspect. His large and penetrating 
dark eyes were surmounted by brows boldly 
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aud yet delicately sculptured; his nose, inclin- 
ing to tlie Boman, exhibited the same character, 
the nostrils were long and narrow, his teeth 
were perfect, and his features altogether might 
have been pronounced unexceptionably hand* 
some, but that the derisive curl at the corners 
of his mouth occasioned a permanent though 
slight ^neer in their expression, while the grisly 
iscar on one of his temples, left by the wound 
he received in saving the life of Sir Giles Hun- 
gerford, communicated to his face, when view- 
ed upon that side, something of a gaunt and. 
terrific character. 

The dark robes in which Dudley had be- 
held him, not long since,- performing his myste- 
rious gesticulations upon the terrace, no longer 
enshroudedhim. Though still rather sombre in 
their hue, his present habiliments were of the 
richest materials, and admirably adapted for 
setting off the symmetry of his figure. His 
tunic of cinnamon colour, lined with cloth of 
silv^9 was gathered and drawn in at the small 
of the back, while the skirts were open and 

VOL. I. L 
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flowing ; his doublet was of the same colour as 
the tunic, with silver buttons ; having beneath 
a jerkin of cloth of silver, which was only par* 
tially disclosed when he moved his beard. A 
tightly drawn leathern girdle, encirded with 
jewels, and supporting a costly sword, confined 
his waist ; while the unbroken line of his lower 
garments, not pufiTed out into trunkThose, but 
rather resembling a modem pantaloon, and con- 
stituting what was then called long slops, of 
dove colour, slashed at top, and drawn through 
with cloth of silver, allowed the length . and 
symmetry of his limbs to be advantageously 
displayed. The roses of his shoes were fas- 
tened with a clasp of jewels in the centre, and 
Dudley observed that as his fingers moved in 
reading the letter, they sparkled with rings of 
diamond, amethyst, and iruby. 
. Although the communication he was perusing 
could not fail to be deeply interesting, and 
might, indeed, be said to implicate in a consider- 
able degree his fate, he betrayed not the small- 
est symptom of emotion at its contents. His 
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features moved not ; and his pale complexion re- 
ceived no accession of colour, as he deliberately 
folded up the paper, and said to his visitor — 
" A.m I to conclude then from this letter that 
my right worthy and singular good friend is 
indeed no more ?" 

Dudley detailed the circumstances of his 
deaths and of his honourable burial at Calais, 
when Sir Lionel e^TcIaimed — " Alas the while f 
he was truly as hardy a knight a& ever set spear 
in rest, but still so reckless, hot, and mettle- 
some in his valour, that he would spur to 
the vanward wherever there was clashing of 
swords,' and make as largesse of his blood, as if 
it were fountain- water ; so that we may rather 
marvel he should have lived so long, how 
much soever we may regret that he died so 
early. Left he any other vouchers, papers, or 
documents, than this letter P'* 

" None whatever,'' replied Dudley. 

" It shall be my care that his dying purposes 
be fully executed,'* said the knight, putting the 
letter carefully into his pocket : — *' and who 
were the witnesses to his unfortunate death?'' 

L 2 



220 THB TOB HILL. 

^^ I was the only person -present when he 
yielded up the ghost,^ replied Dudley, ^'and 
to me only did he entrust the last wishes, which 
are contained in his letter to yourself.*^ 

** It is well, it is well," resumed Sir Lionel — 
^^ his will shall be done, and Heaven rest his soul !** 

The diminutive personage in black was now 
introduced by the name of Dr. Wrench, and 
made his bow in silence. His ruff was stiffly 
starched, his beard cut square, like that of an 
Egyptian idol, his look betokened acuteoess, or 
rather eagerness, and malignity, and his face 
exhibited that undefinable character, which ena- 
bles you to pronounce at first «ght that it be^ 
longs to a deformed person. In the conversa-* 
tion that ensued he took scarcely any ptort, 
turning up his little sharp eyes to Sir Lionel 
whenever he spoke, with an expression of abject 
deference that seemed but ill to accord with the 
natural waspishness of his features. Dudley 
was now called upon to give a .more detailed 
account of the catastrophe of the adventurers, 
and of Sir Gileses wound and death, as well as 
of the occurrences he had met with on his jour- 
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ney to Somersetshire, a narrative that occupied 
some time ; when feeling surprised that nothing 
should have been said respecting Cecil, he ex- 
pressed a hope that he was in better health, and 
of more pleasant promise, than the last letters to 
Sir Giles had given reason to apprehend. 

** God's pity ! Master Dudley j'^ exclaimed Sir 
Lionel — ** we have not any warrant for a more 
favourable report^ for in the fear of causing un<^ 
happiness to his father I have rather lagged be* 
hind the truth than gone beyond it. The youth 
is of puling health, and still more infirm of 
mind, and yet, weakwitted as he is, of a perverse 
and peevish will, when he is not lost in fits of 
silent sullen stupor. My learned friend Dr. 
Wrench, who was, or rather should have been, 
fais tutor, has after patient toil foreborne his stu- 
dies in despair; for it is vain to pour into a 
vessel that is too shallow to retain, and impossi- 
ble to teach one who wants capacity to learn.'*' 

This statement was confirmed by the doctor 
in a few formal sentences, delivered in a most 
precise and mincing nlaixner, wherein he declar- 
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ed hid opinion that the young man vras strictly a 
lunatic, having lucid intervals, but decidedly 
losing his intellects when under the infloeace of 
the moon ; on which account he rather prrferred 
that word to the more legal phrase non ccmpas. 
mentis f which he had applied to him when he 
first found him incapable of conjugating a Latin 
verb. Finally he declared that, according to his 
judgment, he was not in a safe state to goat 
large, but ought to be placed in temporary 
confinement, and some competent person be 
appointed, as directed by the seyenteenth of 
Edward the Second, chap. 10, to take the 
management of his affairs ; adding, that no one 
was so well qualified for this troublesome and 
painful office as Sir Lionel, though he feared he 
would hardly be prevailed upon to undertake it. 
The Knight taking no notice of this intima- 
tion, Dudley declared that he was comnGiissioned 
to deliver Sir Gileses dying blessing to his cousin, 
and expressed a hope that be should be allowed 
to see him for this purpose, as well as for die 
pleasure of commencing an acquaintance with 
him. 



" Well-a-day T said. Sir Lionel, ** you will, 
little deem it a pleasure,"' — and then, without 
giving a more direct pledge as to any interviiew, 
he immediately changed the subject by inquir- 
ing what stay he purposed making in Somerset- 
shire, and claiming him as his guest until he 
should return to France, if such were his inten- 
tion, or be called to other quarters. Dudley 
stated, that as he designed setting up an inscrip- 
tion in Glastonbury church, and suspending the 
ominous helmet, agreeably to his pledge to his 
uncle/he should be obliged to prolong his stay 
in the neighbourhood for some days, and would, 
therefore, gladly accept his pro£Pered hospitality ; 
which he did the more wilhngly, as his accom- 
modation at the English inns, and more particu- 
larly at Sib Fawcett's, had by no means render- 
ed hini desirous of a protracted residence in any 
hostelry whatsoever. Exclusively of these al- 
leged motives for accepting the invitation, he 
was determined if possible to form an acquain- 
tance with his cousin, in whose fate he began to 
feel more deeply interested ; nor would he have 
been at all satisjSed to take his departure, without 
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having an opportunity of beholding the ^' fresh 
and stately beauty,^ for whose sake, principally, 
he had taken so much pains in decorating bis 
person. 

Professing great satisfaction at this arrange- 
ment. Sir Lionel called a page from the ante- 
room, and bade him tell Dame Fitzmaurice 
that a visitor who came to sojourn a few days 
at the Tor House, and who had brought im- 
portant tidings from France^ was waiting to be 
introduced to her. As she did not, however, 
make ber appearance for. some time, Dudley 
requested permission to speak to his servant, 
that he might dispatch him to Wells, for his 
valise and its appurtenances, as well as to re- 
munerate the hostess for his accommodation. 
For this purpose he was ushered into a small 
room looking into the back court, .which be had 
hardly reached, when from an adjoining apart- 
ment, of which the door was ajar, be heard a 
female voice exclaiming — ^* Gramercy ! fellow, 
was ever such a tardy arras-mender as thou 
art? Is not Bell and the Dragon yet pieced 
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with a n^w tail, nor Susanna and the Elders 
made gocxi in the torn border^ nor the Prodigal 
Son patched in the foot ?^ 

** No, my lady,'' replied a man's voice, " all 
are begun, though none arte yet finished ; but 
there is the new arras of imagery bordered with 
cucumbers, posies, and pomegranates, and that 
with beasts, birds, and a conduit.^ 

" The new arras P resumed the first voice ; 
*^ am I to put up the new arras, thou waste^ 
apace, before it has been rubbed with worm- 
wood and bitter apples, to keep it from the 
moth ? Go thy ways, sluggard, I will have no 
him^ngs since the old are in the loom, and the 
stranger shall sleep in the carved chamber. 
Why, Joan ! Cicely ! Meg ! where are ye ? look 
to the carved chamber that it be well besomed 
from cobwebs, strew it with rushes, and put up 
the dormy bed-cur tainS) paned with red and 
white. Tell the cook to mend the supper I 
had ordered, with a chicken callis, chaude- war- 
dens, marchpane, almond-caudle, quince cakes, 
skpd pommecitron. Let her come to me in the 

l5 
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spicery for saffron to colour the venisoB fru*' 
menty, and saunders aiul li^uoHce^-powder for 
the confections ; and bid her send up the pewtdr 
garnish, for here will be a rare corl from Sir 
Lionel, an our visitor be of condition, and he 
seetreen platters and wooden trenchers upon 
the board .* The same voice gradually growing 
fainter, as the speaker retired, was for some 
time heard giving orders about parish-candle 
and wax-sizers, turnsole, blanch-powder and 
dates, fumatory, dandelion and hawthorn-wa- 
ter, and all the mysteries of the butlery, spice- 
ry, chandry, and still-room, until it became in- 
audible ; and Dudley, concluding from the title 
applied to her by the dilatory arras-mender, 
that he had been unintentionally' listening to 
Lady Pitzmaurice, was prepared to give hei* 
credit for being a most bustling and notable 
housewife, although he had little anticipated 
such a character in the spouse of the proud and 
ostentatious Sir Lionel. / - ' 

Pierre, who shortly appeared, had already 
found time to ingratiate himself with some pf the 
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numerous domestics, and no sooner learnt that 
they were to take up their quarters for the pre- 
sent at the Tor House, and quit the miserable 
guinguettey as he termed it, appertaining to Sib 
^jp'awcett, than he sang out, with great anima- 
tion — Allertel Alkrte! Allerte! disoit pjtre 
Gregoire^^ and promised to start at an early 
hour on the folio wing, morning in execution of 
his orders. His master returned to the cedar- 
room, as the apartment was named in which he 
had been first introduced to Sir Lionel, and 
which he now found untenanted, the knight 
having retired with his little deformed compa- 
nion, (who being no longer wanted as a tutor, 
had become his private secretary,) to consult 
upon matters, to which it would have been by 
iio means expedient that the visitor should be 
privy. Dudley now observed, that the dark ce- 
dar pannels whence the room derived its name 
were interlined with texts of scripture; and 
moral scraps both in prose and verse, painted 
in black-letter, and in many places become ille- 
gible, either by lapse of time, or by the frequent 
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rubbing and poUshing of the pannels. The 
furniture was massive and antique; tin sconces 
for holding lights were hung along the walk ; 
the huge chimney*piece of sculptured oak disr 
played the Hungerford arms, bristling with 
weapons and other trophies of every descrip- 
tion ; and upon a ponderous oaken table in the 
centre of the room was lying a small printed 
formulary of the chapel-service for the day of 
the Assumption of our Lady; a book upon 
Judicial Astrology, with directions concerning 
the discovery of the Philosopher's Stone, and 
the Elixir Vitse; and a Treatise on Huntings 
Hawking, and Heraldry, by Dame Julian Ber- 
ners, who, in Henry the Sixth's time, was ob- 
liging enough to teach young gentlewomen the 
divertisement of manning sparrow-hawks and 
merlines,* "A manuscript, with the order of the 
Minstrel's Feast, and the Bull-chace to be ob- 
served on the morrow of the. Assumption, com- 

* ^e was prioress of the nunnery of Sopewell, and 
her book was printed in the neighbouring monastery of 
St. Albans^ in 1^81. 
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pleted the Hterarj collection, which would not 
be deemed a yery coccus or entertaining one, 
were it to be displayed upon the loo^-table of a 
modern drawing-room. It must be recollected, 
however^ that in those days even personages of 
distinction had few other books of any sort ; no 
newspapers, magazines, or retiews; no novels, 
circulating libraries, or literary correspondence. 
Shakspeare was yet unborn, and there was no 
Great Unknown to pour forth works of imagina^. 
tion and amusement with a talent so unrivalled 
as to absorb the admiration of all ranks, and all 
ages, and a fertility, so inexhaustible as to sup- 
ply them with a perpetual succession of novelty. 
For want of these resources, field-sports, tilts, 
and tournaments, were the only recre^Jions of 
the gentlemen in time of peace ; while the young 
ladies, whose hours were not fully occupied in 
domestic arrangements, or in working tapestry, 
might betake themselves to Dame Julian Ber- 
ners, and receive lessons for manning sparrow- 
hawks and merlines. 

After slightly glancing over this lady's vo- 
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lume, Dudley withdrew to one of the deep^ 
pierced windows, which, commanding a. fine 
view (^ the abbey, and disclosing to him the 
sbbot^s grange^ now nearly burned to the 
ground, reminded him of the strange suspicions 
ci the peasantry, as to Sir Lionel's having in- 
fluenced the elements to its destruction, and 
determined him to mention the subject and 
observe the demeanour of his host, as soon as 
he should return to the apartment. .. This he 
did in a very few minutes, followed by the 
Doctor, when his visitor asked him whether be 
were aware that the abbot's grange had been 
struck by the lightning, and was to be seen 
burning from the window. 

" I concluded it would be,^ replied Sir Lionel, 
calmly— ^^ and have, therefore, never looked to- 
wards it. It irks me that the wind hath forced 
me to know of it; for so do I hold him in scorn, 
that I would not even smell the smoke, nor be 
soiled with the ashes, of any thing that once 
was his." 

" May I inquire," resumed Dudley, " why 
you concluded it would be burnt ?'* 
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' ^* Because I know that he can neither bribe 
nor intimidate Heaven, as he has too long done 
his felloW'^reatures, and because I beUeve the 
hour of vengeance to be approaching. When 
a justly incensed king threatened a gluttonous 
predecessor of this abbot to burn his kitchen 
about his ears^ the proud prelate traitorously 
defied him by building one of stone,* which he 

* This tradition is still preserved in the neighbour- 
hood of the Abbey^ and the ixiassive remains of the kit- 
dien are pointed to in confirmation of its veracity. It 
\^ built upon a very curious construction. At the bot- 
tom it is square, and has a fire-place in each angle, with 
chimnies that open on the square part of the roof above. 
From this roof rises an octagonal pyramid, at the top of 
which is a kind of lantern, and within that another^ in 
which .was.hung the bell, whose chime, in days of old^ 
was the signal for collecting the poor people at the 
adjoining almonry, which now lies in ruins on the 
north side of the kitchen. The roof is supported by 
eight carved ribs, and there are as many funnels for 
letting out the steam through the windows. It is not 
unusual to adduce these enormous kitchens as evidences 
of the luxury and sensuality of the monks, without ad- 
verting to the necessity of such establishments, from 
the great numbers of the household, and the extensive 
diarity and hospitality to which they ministered. These 
kitchens represented in a great degree our modern 
poor-rates, which were unknown before the Reforma- 
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declared all the wood of the royal forests i^uld 
not be able to consume. But haughty, tod id- 
most omnipotent as they are, they cannot con- 
struct corn-stacks and hay-ricks of the same 
incombustible materials; nor am I without 
hopes that the present lord abbot, old as he 
is, may live long enough to see his statdy 
abbey follow the fate of his grange. 

Anxious to learn the cause of this decided 
enmity, and yet wishing to avoid the appear- 
ance of an impertinent curiosity, Dudley was 
considering how he might best obtain the in- 
formation he wanted, by some oblique inquiry, 
when his design was frustrated by the en- 
trance of Lady Fitzmaurice. She appeared to 
be about five years younger than her husband : 
in spite of the care and anxiety that charac- 
terised her features, they expressed great amia- 
bility, and the unaffected cordiality of her re- 

tion. Church-ales, a Church-house in every parish, 
provided with spits, pots, and crocks,for provisions, a poor 
man's box in the churches and great inns, and above 
an, the doles at the religious houses, answered the 
purpose. 
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ceptiou of him reconciled Dudley to a certain 
' homeliness of manner, which, without descending 
/to vulgarity, was still somewhat below the level 
of the rank she occupied. Even if her voice 
had not betrayed her, he would soon have re- 
cognized the careful housewife, whom he had 
overh^urd giving such minute directions in her 
domestic economy ; the more especially as her 
dress, matronly and respectable as it was, was 
so inferior to the costly splendour of Sir Lio- 
ne\\ that it gave her the appearance of being 
rather his housekeeper than his wife. Having 
learnt the death of Sir Giles before she entered 
the room, she almost immediately adverted to 
' it, exclaiming with a melancholy voice and look 
>— ^' Alas^ alas ! and is the good knight dead 
and gone P God rest his soul, and amen ! for 
he was ever a kind friend to Sir Lionel, and a 
right noble gentleman he was to all the world. 
Beshrew the whole march of Calais, and a ma- 
lison upon it, for though, as they tell me, it is 
but a lean and hungry country, it hath ever 
been soaked with as good English blood as if 
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it were a8 well worth fighting for as the Holy 
Land, and contmied the sepulchre of our Lord. 
WeWrardajy well.4uday ! I said yesterday, being 
the eve ot the Assumption, that we should soon 
hear of some grievous death/^ 

*^ Had you then any reason to anticipate the 
unfortunate fate of my uncle P^ inquired Dud- 
ley, who recollecting Sir LionePs statement 
about the abbot^s grange^ began to think that 
both parties had a strange power of foreseeing 
evil. 

" Ay, troth, that had I,'* replied the lady : 
" for as I was sitting spinning with my maids 
under the chesnut-tree, in the buttery-yard, 
because of the heat, we heard a death-bell toll 
from the abbey, and straightway Joan, who is 
but a sighing and softhearted wench, struck up 
the'old ballad — 

Toll on the passing bell. 

Ring out the doleful kneli^ 

Let the sound my death tell, , I 

For I must die : i 

There is no remedy, 1 

For I must die ! 



And just as she ended we heard a cry from 
tfaekitchen, where a cbffin had flown from the 
fire, and sorely burnt one of the turnspit-boys, 
by lodging in his worsted hose, which may 
well be deemed a judgment, for he is ever steal* 
ing the dripping ; and lo you ! Master Dudley, 
while the rogue was yet greeting, the raven 
that belongs to the biittery-yard, jumped upon 
the hatch, and croaked three times !'' 

. " Never could anything more clearly prave 
that a brave English knight would be: killed 
in Fnmce^^ exclaimed Sir Lionel, in a con- 
temptuous tone. 

*^ Since you are but freshly come from 
France,^' resumed the lady, not noticing this 
remark, and addressing Dudley, ^' you can re* 
solve me truly whether they live so much cheap- 
er than we, as I hear they do. God wot how. we 
are to live in England, since things are thus run 
up. A fourteen pound stone of beef is not to be 
had under eight good pence, nor a leg of mut* 
ton for less than threepence, a bacon-hog coats 
ten shiUings, and I have just paid a shilling 
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eich for guinea pigs for the imnstrels' dinner 
to-morrow. Flour too is again up, and none 
to be had under eightpence a bushel ; and as 
to poultry, there is no getting a fat capon or 
hen under threepence, and a mallard is as 
dear, while they make it a favour to give you 
three or four dozen eggs for a shilling. For- 
merly, good ale at three halfpence a gallon 
would serve the turn, but now there must be 
a void of spices after dinner; and claret or 
brown bastard, at a shilling a gallon, is no long- 
er good enough to serve with it; so we must 
e'^en have muscadine or malmsey, at sixpence 
the quart, or sack at ninepence, or Candia and 
Romagna wines of which I wot not the value ; 
nay, there be some that will fancy nothing but 
Hippocras with their spice.** 

" Twit ! twit ! my lady," exclaimed Sir 
Lionel, impatiently ; " deem you that knights* 
esquires pass their life in the pantry and 
pitcher-house ; or, that our guest has fallen in 
loVe with some kitchen malkin in France, and 
added up her market-book while she was car 
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' bos^ng a boards head, or putting a lemon into 
it9 mouth for a Christmas dinner ?^ 

" Nay, nay. Sir Lionel, be not so overthwart, 
for as the gentleman is a traveller, I might well 
ween he would not pass through foreign coun- 
tries without gleaning some useful lore.^ 

Dudley expressed his regret, that he^ should 
have gathered no knowledge of this nature, for 
which he hoped to stand excused, as he had 
never kept house, but had generally led the sol- 
di^'s life, and been provided for either, by the 
king, or the king's enemies. 

" All which stands grievously in the way of 
gathering valuable information,^ continued the 
lady— ^^ but it may have happed that you know 
something of the cost of servants, which are 
here a sore and evil drain upon the purse. Even 
at board-wages they must have twelvepence a 
week, and as to yearly wages^ you cannot find a 
scullery wench, nor a rocker in the nursery, 
that looks not for twenty shillings; a groom 
will have as much ; a footman, or falconer, forty ; 
Sir LionePs gentlemen five marks, or perhaps 
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ten nobles ;^ and then, observing that her 

husband and his secretary had retired to the 
window, she came nearer to Dudley, and whis- 
pered in his ear, in a tone that expressed her 
sense of its exorbitancy-^^^ The doctor has a 
hundred shillings !**« 

Again Dudley was fain to express sorrow for 
his ignorance upon these essential points, when 
her ladyship good-naturedly consoled him by 
acknowledging that the generality of the young 
gallants now-&-days were equally deficient— 
*^ And there is little hope,^' she added, ** that I 
should live to mend them, for, as the old saw 
goeth, what^s bred in the bone will not out of 
the flesh, and 

None can a pitcher turn to a silver piece^ 
Nor make a goodly silk of a goat's fleece; 
And hard is also to make withouten fatl^ 
A bright two-handed sword of a cow's tail 

though, gramercy ! Master Dudley, I mean not 
to disparage you, but to let you know that I 

* Roger Ascham had only 10/. a year pension for edu- 
cating the -Princess £lizabeth. 
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am a jdain body, and make not a coop of my 
teeth when the words come clucking to my 
mouth/' 

'* I feel honoured by such frankness,^' said 
Dudley — "nor is there atiy thing that likes me so 
well as a free-spoken sincerity/'* He looked to- 
wards Sir Lionel as he uttered these words, and 
recollected the character given of him by the 
friar^ but the knight remained at the window 
whispering earnestly to his crooked secretary. 

"Andthen,^' continued her ladyship, whose 
thoughts remained fixed upon the former sub* 
ject, which* was indeed generally uppermost in 
her mind—" what a waste is here for liveries, 
for every groom must forsooth be dizened after 
afresh and lusty fashion, with sword by his side, 
and broidereid or silver badge upon his arm ; and 
Sir Lionel's gentlemen will have nought but 
velvet coats, what care they though Gill starve, 
and Jack of the Noke go bare, so they can strut 
in the great hall with forty or fifty shillings upon 
^their back ; for there is no plain velvet I trow 
under twenty shillings a yard. And as to threes 
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piled — ^would you believe me, Master Dudley^ I 
paid four nobles for a French hood, and more- 
over, for the half yard and two nails, whereof 
this partlet is made.*^ 

Unfortunately for his further progress in the 
science of domestic economies and the prices of 
commodities, Dudley^s attention was called off, 
and her ladyship's oration interrupted by the 
entrance of Miss Fitzmaurice, whom she intro- 
duced by the name of Mistress Beatrice, and 
whose appearance instantly confirmed Sib Faw- 
cett's description, when she had termed her a 
fresh and stately beauty, though it did not so 
pointedly refute the imputation of a certain de- 
gree of hauteur. In many respects she bore a 
strong resemblance to her father. Like his, her 
stature was commanding, although from thp 
exactness of its projportions she seemed to be 
very little above the standard height of beauty. 
Her large hazel eyes, with their dark and finely 
arched brows, wer^ as majestic ^ Juno^s ; the 
outline of her face was equally noble; her teeth 
were faultless ; but her mouth, although it had 
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not the derisive curl of Sir LionePs, wore an 
expression the very reverse of meekness and 
humility, and which had at various times been 
termed a warranted consciousness of superior 
beauty, a look of becoming dignity, a slight 
tendency to superciliousness, or absolute hau- 
teur, according to the impression it had made 
upon various observers. None, however, could 
deny that the general character of her face and 
figure was singularly striking and stately. 

T!ior had she neglected to assist nature mOi 
the embellishments of art, for the delay in her 
appearance had arisen solely from her sedulous 
attention to the toilet. In this she seemed to 
have studied the becoming rather than the fa- 
■" shionable, as if she felt entitled to set, rather 
than to follow, the mode. Her hair being parted 
in.braids, so as to show her high forehead, was 
drawn through a crescent of pearls, and fell be- 
hind in short clustering ringlets. Neither ruflF 
nor partlet conceeiled her neck and shoulders, 
whose fine form was becomingly and decorously 
visible, her tight boddice of russet damask being 

VOL. I. M 
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fashioned in, the modero. stj]^ althAt^.ooim-. 
derably loi^ger in the waist, and poiaiced. and 
garded all over with peiM^ls and paseem^dt lace 
of silver. DeQUraleeyes, festened with knots ot 
pearl upon the shoulder, displayed the symmetry 
of her arms as well as the richness of her bnioe^ 
lets ; and her kirtle, of the same material as the 
boddice, was jtastefully d^eoomted with flowera 
of beaten silver and pearl bows. This attire, 
wliich would joow be deemed over^fine, unless for 
some extraordinary occasion, was in those days 
of greater splendour nothing more than custo- 
mary ; suoh indeed was Sir LitmeFs taste for 
state and costliness, that he often reproached, 
his lady with the homeliness of her appearance, 
and generally, admired his daughter in propor* 
tian as her dress approached to the magnificent. 
Never laughing^ and seld<»a smiling, his face 
rarely varied from its habitually derisive ex* 
presftioo, its diief betrayal of emotion b^g 
confinedi however singulajc it may sounds to his 
nostrils^ which were dilated in momenta of 
passion, and drawn slightly upwards under the- 
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influence of complacent feeHngs. Such was the 
expres^on fhey now assumed, as he erurveyed his 
daughter with a proud satisfaction, aod,^eaving 
his secretary in the window, came forward to 
welcome her and mingle in the conversation, 
which he had previously appeared to consider 
beneath his attention. Conscious of her beauty, 
and by no means disposed to think meanly of 
her talent«» Beatrice enjoyed that perfect self- 
possession which, enabling its owner to spealc 
with fluency and anisnatioD, often conceals ig- 
norance^ toid is even oec^asionally mistaken by 
superfieiaT observes tdt knowledge. She ques- 
tioned Dudley respecting the masques, pageants, 
and balls, dt which he fa»l been present in 
France^ inquired wbcit eelebrftted beauties he 
had seen, aiftd^ e^actiiig a minute description of 
dresses, appeared delighted at bis competency 
to fumii^ full informadoQ upon this point, and 
not lesd struck with the taste he had exhibited 
in hts own attire. Much- as her face resembled 
her father^s, she was bo far fiom sharing his 
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inflexibility of feature and expression, tliat her 
countenance was as the dial-plate of her heart. 
She had no need of dissimulation, and was too 
proud to descend to it. As Sir Lionel interro- 
gated bis visitor touching somfe of his old com- 
panions ia arms, and their doings in France, her 
eyes kindled at the relation of any instances of 
personal prowess^ or splendour and magnificence 
of living ; while at any example' of unmanly 
bearing, or meanness of spirit, sHe assumed a 
look of inefiable scorn, which betrayed strong 
passion, and duritvg its continuance might be 
even said to imjpeach her claim to feminine 
beauty. 

In the conversation that enkued. Lady Rtz- 
maurice tobk little part, except to ejaculate 
about the expense of the pageants, or to inquire 
the price of any article belonging to th6 ward- 
robe or culinary departtifient, that ha|)pened to 
be incidentally mentioned ; the doctor was ge- 
nerally silent, only once interfering, to coitect 
the pronunciation of a Latin word, biit watching 
whatever fell from the lips of Sir Lionel with a 
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look of profound homiige; the remainder of 
the party, ho^eyer, required no asaBtance to 
keep up the q)irit of the cooverfiation, which 
was maint^ed with undiminished mterett until 
the hand of music in the adjoining apartment 
suddenly struck up a flourish, and several 
servants entering, announced that supper was 
served. 

*' Siunt Mary hless us ! ^ exclumed her lady- 
ship — " the chicken callis will hardly be done, 
and it cannot surely be six o'clock. Hark ! well 
it is six, by my faith, £or I hear the abbey-bell 
tolling for evensong," So saying, she headed 
the party as it was formally ushered by the 
chamberlain into the supper-room, where nu- 
merous pages and servants in rich liveries were 
stationed, while the musicians, who were pro- 
vided with forms at the upper end, played at 
intervals during and after the repast. On the 
table Dudley recognized the additions which 
his arrival had occasioned, and respecting which 
he had heard such particular directions given 
although he would have considered the mea 



HMve tfam handMoae eiiougk.^fcr'thd otcsmm, 
without these 'Mppleifleocathilfiork^ HerUidy- 
fthip appeared father «idbftrrd«^ed' littd- over- 
whelmed* by the titaile in whidi diife iMe ; but 
Beatrice, he otisieryed, exaiftted her ftdi* tiiare of 
service and attention, Bot Mffeintig any onis- 
sfon of minute hoifiage, anid ott^ce'ehaffrfy rebuk- 
ing the page beUnd her <^air fbr some ttiAmg 
neglect Aftar'the ddctor had pronotink*^ a 
Latin grace^ not a word «iore osuoe out-of bis 
mouth, althoo^ a po#ti6i% c^^e^^'disb w^t 
into U) and h^ nev^r touichfe'i^y^ fitt>m bis 
plate except when he heatd'^ «ivmtd(>ISiIl'ft'Otn 
ht» p«tron« ^s Ihfdl^y g^^^ted mlk odmTration 
, upon SkthiomV^ bfty figuvejf^owitig beard, 
and splendid dvess/wbileilie M^ sdt#ound«d by 
a rsdaue t>f 'mb'M|V)mel^^dkri]lg;th^ bcnioi^ b[ 
his table wick a ^aeefdl stuM^^s^^ .or gitin^ 
ordersto (the muAoii^na ^bea to ^tnbo'up «t 
tocsata and whatt toeease^ he wa&lostniii aatodiah^ 
nient, not onlyattbeoiagnificeiie&iiftfaetkfiigbt'^s 
establiahment, but that he shoidd appear to 
be as ocnnpletely in his native eledieiit, aaif^ 
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of tiobi^y^if tnot of royaUy U^f*. - 

^** If itAvoutd/lUbe-you bfllerv ,M Dud- 
:hy,'^ mA her Iftdjrshipi eJMerviitg that; he made 
liti)^, progress itith Us m^l^ >^ 4)0^ taste a ^hmr 
{wm a /vsemsofi-pasty^ there. ». still tome .I«ft of 
a rare cue that we had for dinner^ wlueh I^can 
vouch Jot aa a tootbeioime one md^ a go^d.!^ 

With{ a • distaatief id i shi^ugty • that i /betrayed. Us 
Frendi origlii, b«.. destined ithe.jinvilationrob- 
^ser¥i]ig,4hat,suchis«»bs4i«atial fare ims held in 
4m2dl.i^uJte/amMg.tbd(H3<»k«> of,, Gascon and 
at A^Momifi/n tebleSk'i! ^ ? ^z ^ f 

• ^^ MajTHth^ii,?? IseavQi^ihisrhQ^itabb.bo^tesff, 
.ff you get,not)suob(/2^li aetfiMs the.Chtnsi^aisour 
SoiBetesetAbir^ bids mH br^ I warjranfr stif^ tod 
if you ev«r tasted a betterisc^ tbaa this, niy aiame 
is<noiongef ^Mad^et^' f So saying, A^/tuMed up 
at^nkalid^lhat abe had lust emptifix], and let- 
lieg^the toast wkfainfi^ upon a treneher^.haiKi* 
jeA it adross to faini^ JOudley maat^ed his re«- 
fiugiianoe as Iffell as he Qotild^ mid thanked her 
lor the kmd; dffer, bat declared that he had 
been too long accustomed to claret, refreshed 
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with ice or 8Baw» to be yet leconcilBd to mslt* 
brewage. 

" And what be the favourite diakes abroad P* 
inquired her ladyship ; ^^ for I vould fi£n aee 
you feed after a loBlinr luhidp, if I knew tiie 
fancy of your palate.*" 

*' We have mushrooms and caveave, snails 
and frog^,^ replied Dudley, with an affeetaiion 
not uncommpn in the travelled gallants d, that 
asra. 

*^ Od^pittikins« man t" cried Lady .Fitunan- 
rice; ^^ snails and frogs! what vermin is this 
for a Christian to eat ? Truly, if this be aDoth, 
an English dog lives better than a French duke. 
Ye must be right glad to be among us again» 
for ye see ]H> ^ucb mistiness, I promise ye» at 
the Tor House," 

Be^rice rebuked her tartly for her ignorance 
of foreign delicacies^ and turned the oonversap* 
tion from a subject, on which she knew, by aic- 
perience, tliat the dame would continue todiTate 
so long as there remained any culinary matter 
to di^uss, or. ^ single auditor to be founds 

At the conclusion of the repast the table was 
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clewed, and ths' sumsp bang placed upon the 
lower end of the board, was drawn along it by 
tw» of the servants, and uncovered to display 
its contents of fruit and confections ; wben 
|HgeB again handed round ewers and napkins 
for tbe company to wash themselves, as they 
had done before tbe meid, an indispensable pro- 
cess, at a period when, amidst all the luxury and 
costliness of the table, so humble and necessary 
an article as a fork had not yet been introduced. 
Sir UoikI having for some time ming;led in the 
eoDTersatiDn, with greater familiarity than was 
his wont, withdrew with his dwarfish secretary, 
leavmg Dudley to entertain her ladyship and 
the beautiful Beatrice, which commission, so far 
at least as the latttf wu concerned, he under- 
, took with the most ardent alacrity. In spite of 
his disdain for every thing English, he had 
been instantly struck by her distinguished and 
(Ugnified air, and although there were several 
pmntfof her dress which he considered in de- 
cidedly bad taste, because not in the French 
fashion, hefelt a vehement desire to ingratiate 
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himaelf into her favour. It is ooljr chaiaetens* 
tic of that semi^baibiainis mra^ fthct> in ptimi- 
flooe of this iDte&tioDy h» dxnild seine 4m 4if^ 
pwtunity of infomiing her he had kiiM three 
men in single dmsls, two of them hia. ffieadsi 
and all three his eountrymeo, whose nanes^ us 
well as the causes of quanel, aod the nsitffe 
of their fatal wimods, he minutely detmled. ; 
not only withcnt cqmpuneticHiv bv^ with an 
evident feelii^ of complacency md tiiufisph. 
Besides these ex{ilcits>:l»e' mentioiiied sev^al 
rencounters, wherein he b»i heena'j9JjMeM€tor 
with others^ and of wbiofa .the i^uks^ hud bef^ 
little less sanguinary. Ndt jdid be rt^saggexale 
in these statements^ lor h0 bad^k»sg tak^p^ks- 
sons from the celebraled V imientu), and^ y<mng 
as he iwas, was conaidered one <^: tfae inoii &^ 
part and succes6&d.swardMitei» a|;».<]^^ Wh^a 
it is recorded that fieatiac^e 4iis|^ll.ed . tQ these 
revgUing. details, with pleasuie' iM^d .^t^lqatiojq^ 
it 4s bul justice, to mid dial ^h^re .w£^ i^^pe& 
hapS) sr single young aftd nohk:i|Am^ ia^>Ei^ 
land who would, nc^ hi^iie 4i9m th^^^de^.iip 



^powevftib is* die <«xiinpfe of) 1tnig»9 and' the in- 
iliMiice'bf ftdii<rir«id ^naunati in \MaAj stering 
file: hetft^ «rid< pc^ertiog the judgment, eten 
Df feimleft liot othenriise deSxaeot in senaibilitj 
aald'ititeiligenoe; In newihg the mntter thus 
lighdy, she had also the sanction of hw owa 
fftther, who had sacrificed three of his nei^« 
bours to his prcjeets of a^pnandisement^ 

The cdebrated'iweting in the Field of Oold 
Clothe of which, as already stated^ Dudley bad 
been a ^wilotiiSy afibtded Mm a subject of con-» 
venatkxB^ > ^hiwh hsA not yet lost any of its 
attractiidn tO'-l^gbt, daihe, or damsel, ahhongh 
8e<9eK8l^ years hnidelapfed sinee it occurred, and 
iraoions dMkSs'^ it« mfiagilificence had been 
published; fii^niay be^ irortfay of notioe> as a 
{Hroof «if t)i6 ihsufldency and quick ex^ustion 
^ e(bnsu«A aikdf exierMl pleaenre, that all the 
nd^ghts of'thi^ i^tttre, wKch the wesJith of two 
fiow^ul monan^bs dtald command, or the in- 
g^uily of their subjects could inTeat, were 
feimd to be utterly worn out in a few day*. 
The 'English were said to carry their manors, 
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«k1 the Fneo^l their foreBto, upm their faieks, 
hut when tUto Aid tounuaMuli^ balk «Bd baa- 
i|iiels OMflkfl and pagcasts, nihea puUie pon^ 
and pnvate vanity had aU been diapligited ia 
auoceiaioB, nothing bnt a sickening Da Copo 
nraa left^ and the two young kings weoe faki ta 
part, because they had met for the avowed pur- 
poses of pleasure, and there was no kmger any 
pleasure to be found. Akhoogh the dumuder 
of this meeting eisfiremiy says-^'* weU waa Aat 
man rewarded that could faring any^yng of 
hkyng or pleasure,^ nothing inteUectual 9oemB 
to havo enteittd into the oompoadon of thcae 
gorgeous inanities, unless we may dignify with 
thai naaoe the pageants, wbioh were made to 
convey elaborate and obscure aUegories^ aad 
the punning devices and quibbling hierogly- 
phics, anagrams, and letters, widi whioh the 
knights were covered, untiL they became so 
many walking, or rather riding, riddles. Dud- 
ley described tlie alarm of his countrymen, 
when the French, by whom they wefe much 
outnumbered at this interview, suddesily broke 
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from their appointed station, and ran lunong 
the EngUsfa court and nobility, who, in the 
groundless apprehension of treach^y, 6tood fast 
to their anray. To the English monarch, he 
assigned the paltn of superior prowess, as well 
88 of personal comeliness, over all competitors, 
while he did full justice to the valour and noble 
bearing of Francis, declaring that he had been 
aecuratel} described by Hall as, ^^a goodly 
prince, stately of countenance, merry of cheer, 
brown-coloured, great eyes, high nosed, big 
lipped, fair breasted and shoulders, small legs 
and long feet.^ But as the same minute chro- 
nicler had asserted that ten men'^s wits could 
scarce declare the " apparel of the ladies, their 
rieh attires, their sumptuous jewels, their diver- 
skies of beauties, and their goodly behaviour 
from day to day,'' Dudley modestly declined 
a. task to which an individual could only do, a 
txihe of justice. He contented himself, there- 
fore, with describing the presents which he had 
seen th6 royal brothers exchange upcm parting, 
Henry giving to Francis a collar of precious 
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sailed liriasie^ ganuAefl^ 



moficki and peach, wUkA die •fWenl;^'** tndnm^ 
ffetumed bjr a 'famoelet oi^kh jeimls «iadM»e. 
In conolasioi^ 4ie slatdd that maay fenigbte 
and fi^ liicKes, that, came to see the DOidHMNSs, 
were "wdi coiitentt for want of better accoiid^ffio- 
dation, to lie in bay and stvaw ; w^^ he- abnio- 
dantly confirmed the asiettion of the chromcler 
that) ^^ as the condmtaf the gale ranoe i^yne 
alwaies^ thete «p<ete vacateuodes^ ptowmeA, la« 
borers, and of the bfagg^, iragoners and begw 
gen, that for droidienaes hty in r^tes and 
heaps.*^ ' 

Produdttg a Httl« ivpry «Etbk^book fronfr bis 
pocket, the pofay pt^urfior <tf 4nxt isoM and 
multiferious ^bilttiB, he jrmTw entertained his 
auditors idth a rafiety of liddiqs, siilbtlefiesMHid 
d^ic^e^s,^ which hiLd been p^ue^ jlit the £ff^ 
rem b^^uets, and of whieh he had diligi^&(}y 
tidtetil ndte' at the time. - As this .6ort<if nscare^ 
fioii^'was in high Togu6 at the Courts Beatrice? 
iddt^lged in it with great interest smi alaiBity^ 
until Lady fltzmauride r«fmiiided< her; that -it 
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W48 time to bid>lh0r>gttest^ood>ii%htf wh» 

bwd^Mie 'iaid;.viv8cioas vifitmit. Dudley was 
now u(hef«id with great oiremony to the. carved 
hed*VQ<ttn, vhocie oakea puuds diqrfigred the 
imaXy Arms, badges, heuiogs^ asd deTietfi, vith 
the old iiidtt<s ^^ Bfpetamt .01 Dku fiia^ €<wb- 
forteT* Coonnittutg UeaBetf to the df»my bed- 
curtaukSy paned with red tad while» much more 
QpiDplaeeatly thaa he bad done tm the i»^ht 
b^ore, tO'Sib Fa.wcett^9r|idbQdayj hangii^gs in the 
cubi(»ihu» dignified 4)]riihe jiame of the H^rp 
Chamber, he remained for some time pondering 
upoa the eax^ of <thait general sucpjUGion and evil 
reputatiw that attaebed.to bi» hGeji, in wh9mJ)e 
bad hith^to f^n jnotbiug to ^art»nt 3IH^ d^k 
$ucinifi0s. His pasiitoiiiifnic niano^uviiBga upw 
th^terra^ce during the storm rem^aecificid^drmv' 
exp}auied, and DiK^ey W]as at aloss to umif^tafifl 
thefiequliii^y sources that could supf^y SQ.pr|nj;j^« 
ly an ettablishKnent.; but although the }u)^h;t> 
manner^ tKas stately, it was urbane and cou|v 
teotts* His prwtts^ wepe fair, Dudlqr's ra;ep- 
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tion had been friendly, and he formed no inaus- 
picious auguries as to the issue of his mission. 
Perhaps the charms of Beatrice, which had 
made a deeper impression than any he had 
hitherto experienced^ tended to prepossess him 
in favour of Sir Lionel, towards whom be 
resolved, at least, to ex^eise ^ "dispassionate 
judgment, unprejudiced by vulgar credulity, or 
priestly superstition. With this candid deter- 
mination he fell asleep, and no sooner forgot 
the father than he began to dream of the 
daughter, with whom he had enjoyed so long 
and animated a colloquy ; — tut it is not in our 
power to record that his thoughts ever travelled 
so far as the neighbouring county of Wilts, or 
reverted for a single moment to the daughter of 
Sir Eustace Poyns, although he was formally 
betrothed to her, and the young lady was pro- 
bably expecting with the greatest impatience 
the arrival of her afRanccd husband. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Gentle and mild^ tkiough sorely triedj 
His genius thwarted^ and denied 

Its full expansion ; 
The y<mtliful lord of wide domains. 
Imprisonment and scorn sustains 

In his own mansion. 

We hope it will not detogate from the de- 
licacy of the ladies, nor be considered an im- 
peachment of Sir LionePs taste and hospitality, 
when we state that the family party and their 
victor sate down on the following morning, to 
a breakfast consisting of a chet loaf and a man- 
chet, a chine of beef, and a gallon of ale ; such 
being the elact fare allotted for the same repast 
to six maids of honour, at the luxurious court 
c^the then reigning monarch. In meals as well 
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as mahners a mixture of coarseness itid mag- 
nificence characterized the sfar'althbugH'lth'^ 
was a cupboard of plate of five stages, standing 
in one comer of Sir LfoneVs room, these homely 
viands were served in dishes of pewter ; while 
numerous servants in gorgeous liveries paraded 
backwards and forwards with treen platters, 
and wooden trenchers. Not anticipating an sera 
when It would be deemed de la derniire infamie 
to descend to malt-liqnor even at dinner, or to 
sip any thing for breakfast' less fragrant and re- 
fined than cofiee, chocdlate^ 6r bohta, the party 
recreated themselves vety ddnteritfedfy ^th the 
breakfast We have described, conversihg during 
its progress upon the ceremohiai of tJie min- 
strel's feast, which Was to bd that day celebrated 
at the Tor House. Sir Lionel- expressed his 
regret that such festivities should be held in the 
mansion, so immediately aft^r learning the de^th 
of its regretted owner ; but he stated it to be an 
annual festival and religious ceremoily invari- 
ably observed on the morrow of the Assump- 
tion ; one that was strictly enjoined by the te- 



nuire i of c^rtaia l^d^. granted to the Abbey of 
..GJ^stpnburj^ in former times, by- the Hunger- 
fords; and at whkh his. presence fts representa- 
tive <>f the lord of the manor^ would be indis- 
pensably, required. The tenantry, the society 
. of minstrels, and the lower orders in general, 
looked forward,. he said, wi^h so much expecta- 
•tion to this yearly jubilee, that he could not re- 
solve to disappoint them upon tlie very eve of 
their enjoyment^ or he protested that he would, 
under the influeope pf his own melancholy feel- 
ings, have bf?eif better, p^ei^d %q countermand 
the festival until ^efollp^ing season.- 
^ '* BoneDeu;?^ bflneDe^sT Sir Lionel, ejf- 
claimed b^ ladyship — "^tl^at would litfle speed 
us i]iow^ wheu ajl^icl g^^ h^s been provided, and 
the steward'^s purse has cast its caJf, Marry, I 
would rather than a pocket full of ruddocks,'* 
tf^at our gptest bad, come spyne. days sooner, so 
je might, have forgone this coil and waste« 
and all for a rabbljCment of scrapers of rebecks, 
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* A cant term for gold coin. 
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shawm-blowers, and vagabond pipers. A foul 
evil upon the rogues that worry other people^s 
ears to please their own mouths, and liking no 
music themselves so well as that of the cup and 
can, are to be seen sprawling in the sun under 
every ale-pole in the county.*^ 

^^ Nay, nay, my good Madge," siud Sir Lionel, 
— -*^ hold not these gentle minstrels too cheap : 
their sport is but of a day, and to-morrow d>ou 
shalt again sit spinning with thy maids, and 
slug them, an thou wilt, the ballads of the 
' Mustard Tart,' ' Colin Clout,' and * John Yea.'" 

" Troth ! and better too tlian to hear thejie 
swilling catterwaulers, when our stoutest two- 
penny ale dances in their noddles, bawling their 
• Rumble down, tumble down, hey go, now, 
now ! ' Hold them too cheap forsooth ! Wot you. 
Sir Lionel, how much we have disbursed al- 
ready for this pestilent feast in chines and gig- 
gots, flecks and gammons, brawn and sheep's 
haunches? to say nothing of geese-pasties and 
pudding-pies, and I know not how many hog- 
gets of ale beside ?'^ 
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** Truly that is a question which it may 
better become my steward to resolve,** replied 
Sir Lionel, with his usual derisive expres- 

sion. 

" Alack ! alack ! it is well to have a noble 
heart, and a stomach that cares not for cost, but 
it is bad to feast to-day and fast to-morrow. The 
best steward is the master, and the safest coffer 
his own pouch. It is better to borrow of back 
and belly, who will not ask us for it again, than 
to owe to creditors who may cry * pay' in our 
earsj when we want to go to sleep. In good 
sooth, at this rate golden royals had need to 
grow like mushrooms." ' 

" You forget, madam,'' said Beatrice redden- 
ing with vexation, at this exposure of her lady- 
ship'^s homely manners—-" that these kitchen- 
secrets can be of va-y little entertainment to our 
guest.*" 

" Sooth, child, and so I did, and by my holi- 
datne^ I crave bis pardon, and my dear Sir 
Lionel's too, if I have offended him ; though he 
knows it is but my fear and fondness, if I 
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ever make bold to question liis good ^leasute.'^ 
She looked at her husband as she spoke, wiih'ah 
expression of submissive affection ; but observ- 
ing that he turned aside without noticing it, 
she heaved a sigh, and exclaiming to Beatrice 
in a lower tone — ** Would I had never said 
word about this unlucky feast, for I had ratlier 
bite off my tongue than anger him,"** she walked 
towards the door. Observing, however, one of 
the servants in the court as she passed an open 
window, she called out " Robin ! Robin — ^tell 
Cicely to come to me in the scullery with a 
stone cruse, that I may give out the mustard ;'^ 
— and then forgetting her recent wish in the 
sudden regret at this fresh expense, she again 
turned to Sir Lionel, exclaiming — *^ why, the 
very mustard, which is up to tw'o-pence farthing 
the gallon, -will be no scurvy charge, for these 
hot-mouthed varlets will touch no meat without 
it ; and then, a pize upon 'em, they must drink 
double to cool themselves"— with which words 
she quitted the apartment. 
Sir Lionel then, observing that he must shortly 
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prepare to, accomp^y the minstrels^ invited 
Dudley to join the, party apd view the proces- 
sion, aa well as the sports and ceremonies of 
the day> a. proposal to which he acceded, with 
the gres^t alacrity when he understood that 
he was to have Beatrice for a companion, and 
heard her, as she retired from the apartment to 
equip herself, order her palfrey to be in readi* 
ness. As he learnt that an hour or more would 
intervene before the assemblage, he promised 
to meet the ^est of the party at the appointed 
time, and resolyed to take -a previous survey of 
the house, the ^n^ique character of which, and 
the numerous black-letter inscriptions upon the 
walls, had excited his curiosity. In execution 
of this purpose he wandered from one room to 
another, until he found himself in the great hall, 
where his attention was for some time engaged 
by the pld-fashfoned armour and weapons fan-, 
tastjcally arranged along the walls, although he 
could not examine them so closely as he' wished, 
on account of the tables^ which were prepared 
pn either side, for the coming feast. 
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While thus occupied, his attention was at- 
tracted by the loud barking of a dog, wlneh 
sounded from above him, and eoncloding that 
it proceeded from coe of the round towers that 
flanked the front of the great court, axid*ibrm- 
ed the extremity of the hall, he determined to 
ascend it. if possible, not only to liberate the 
animal, which ^seemed to be somewhere confined, 
but with the hope of obtaining a better view 
of the surrounding country from the eminence. 
On gaining the foot of the tower, however, he 
found that the door leadtng* into it, and which, 
from its being covered nKth large nails a&d 
bosses of iron, apparently formed the exiffanoe 
to some place of security, was carefully fasten- 
ed with a large padlock. None of the servants 
being at that moment in the way, to answer 
interrogatories, he was about to abandon his 
intention, and saunter through the porch to^ 
wards the causeway, when it occurred to faim 
that the interior of the corresponding' towier 
might not be equally inaccessible. In this ex- 
pectation he was not disappointed ; the door 
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wa3 open^ and be immediately began to aseend 

die winding stone ataic^case that led up to the 

top of tbe building. At sucoeasive stages therc 

were small low rooms, lighted by loop-holes, 

which exhibited no marks of recent occupation, 

and he therefore continued mounting, till, he 

eame to a. chamber in which a window had been 

pierced, looking, inwards, over the roof of the 

great, hall. If it had ever been provided with 

a caaement^. it had now fallen out, a circum- 

atanoe that imn^diatdy enaUed him to per- 

ceive the dog, by ^rhose loud and impatient 

.backing he had been induced to climb- thus §ar* 

It waa a beautiful white spaniel, not in confine- 

meat, as he had. imagined, but exerting itis 

utnioat rtrength in a suceession of the most 

vigorous leaps against the opposite tower, and 

sifll renewing them, although^ after clinging for 

a moment to a slightly projecting stone, it Mi 

repeatedly backwards upon - the Toof . What 

was Dudl^'s surprise, when, upon lookii^ up 

to^ asoertam the ofc^ect which the dog wa*^ 00 

..anxiaats to reachy be baheld two m'dis pro- 

VOL. I. N 



266 THS T0& HILL. 

truded from a grated window at some height, 
and endeavouring, but ii^effectuajly, to catch 
hold of the poor animal as it sprang against 
the wall. 

A few minutes^ observation convindng him 
that he could safely walk along within the para- 
pet that stretched from one tower to another, 
Dudley jumped from the window, as the dog 
had probably done before him, and advaaoed 
towards the opposite building, where the ^pamel 
continued so eagerly leaping and barking as not 
to notice his approach. Dudley's attention was 
equally absorbed by the figure at the window, 
for his previous surprise was exalted to astonish- 
ment, when, upon coming nearer, he recognized 
the identical youth whom he had encountered 
in Wokey Hole, and to whose aid he was in^ 
debted for his extrication from a most perilous 
predicament. He could not be mistaken in the 
mild, siqkly, and melancholy character of the 
countenance which the torch had then so dis-, 
tinctly revealed to him^ although he now oh- 
. served,, that, notwithstanding the boyishness of 
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fais dress, the figure before him was not quite 
so youthful as he had first conjectured. 

Deeming that the most acceptable service he 
could render, in the first instance, would be to 
effect a meeting between these two friends, for 
such they appeared to be, he took up the dog, 
and Hfdng him as high as he could, enabled 
him to spring from his. arms so as to be caught 
-by his master, who, with some little difiiculty, 
and a face suddenly changed into an expres- 
sion of delight, at length drew him between the 
bars, Dudley would hardly have imagined 
it possible : that the scene which ensued could 
be so moving. Joy,, tenderness, and affection, 
were distinctly legible in the poor animal^s face 
as it moaned, and whined, and licked its mas- 
ter'^s cheeks, and then buried its head in his 
master^s bosom ; while he observed with a sur- 
prise^ not unmingled with contempt, that, as the 
youth caressed and bent over his recovered fa- 
vourite, he let fall several tears upon its neck. 
" You seem overjoyed at having your four- 
footed companion restored to you,'* he at length 

N 2 
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exclaimed, after haniiig for flone; time matched 
their mutual end^nnentSy in oleaoei 

«< Well may I be so,'' vefdied^the yduth 1o a 
melodious voice, ^^ for he is the onlj'ifiriead I 
hkre upon ear^."" He ^lied aa^he jspoke, and 
hifif coufbtenant^e agab sadfieoed. - ^ 

** May I inquirfe," siAi Dudlqr^" why ybuaie 
thus imprisoned B'" • 

*^ Btocattse I van ai«ay"as)d')ttd.myadf in Wo- 
key Hole."" ■ ' . 

*^ And why may you <iuit aomdelr . thitfaet^ or 
wUHhersoeTer it Ukaa7ouj?1 
> ^^ Because, aa-tlmy'tdlf ibs^ I am *«>motimte 
qidte craayi aad alwayatfaatf^tte^^T! 

Fioding that he was .QOtiEeef^jniaBd, Dudley 
inforoied ^MA ibsi lie wiiaiooeof^the* strangers 
wiiom ht hsA so dpporlwlol^ .suppficd vithr a 
topoh iu:Wokey.Qave^aadl asked lAyrf lie Imd 
not answered them when they hadiuai /flhoait«fl 
^fijr aasistaiMie* ;.--:-. 

,^^ I.> theught I he^^:fiay [puraaeni»r replied 
theyoutlH '^^akidit was not until I:- had laBcer- 
taioed you to be straagera^ by^yourjiidcaeaLaiid 
oonversatioti, thatl ohoae to reveaLmgnsctf*^^ 
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' ^ndlef'msii .d«6eiibed thr^traoge white ob- 
ject tbey hod seen ia the water, of which he 
professed himsdtf. aaadouB to obtain some ex- 
plftnatiom . 

^ That mdst hav^ been my poor dog Snow- 
drop, whom you have so kindly restored to me, 
and whose large dark eyes anight i^ell startle 
you as they gleamed in that dim recess. Fol- 
lowing me along the laantyw passage I had dis* 
covered to .an inner c^ave, he fell into the water, 
and was at first carried down by the stream, but 
soon swam back. I am sorry he occasioned so 
much alarm to one who seetn's to be so good and 
gentle, thbu^k if you be so in real sooth, I know 
not how you came here.'' 

^^ I owe you mueh,^ said Dudley, '^ for the 
important service you have already rendered me, 
aad would gladly, if you wiU* allow me, become 
ymir friend;^ 

"My friend! my friend!^ exdaimed the 
youth, clasping his hands passiomitely together, 
^ Oh no, no, .no ! I have no friend in the wide 
UBDifaLbut Snowdrop ; every body else despises 
and dions: the poor simple iCedl Hungexfiird/' 
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*< I suspected that I was taking to the son of 
my Taliant unde Sir Giles Hungerford, thoc^ 
I little thought to iind him so unworthily im- 
prisoned in his own mansion, and I fear you wiB 
hardly receive me as the firiend I wish to be 
considered, when I commence our acquaintance 
by conveying to you the Botost doleftil intelli* 
gence you have ev^ heard. Prepare tor bitter 
tidings, and bate me not for biinging them, for 
alas ! I am bound to tell you that your brave 
father is dead.^ 

^ Dead !'' exclaimed the youth, while M» 
countienance fiiured up with'a 'transi^t joy, ^ I 
am glad of it ! I a«i glad oft it ( but k^k f 
hark ! Captain Basset is oon^Hig ; I know jt by 
the growMng of imy> dog, Awny , liWay for^GbS's 
sake i > I <sfaall be punished if I am^ diseoveied 
talking to you /V At these wcvds lie wavied his 
hand rapidly as if to motion hb vlaitimt jt<l' aki 
immediate retreat, and instantly disappeared 
from the window. 

Fearful of exposing bia unfoj^unate coudn to 
some fresh severities, Dudley obeyed the signal 
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^nd retire4> at once bewiki^red m^ indjgnftnt at 
wkaLJ^ he bad ^m^ Hi$' first mfnresgion had b^en 
at d^ded €onvictic^ that Cecilrwas m perfect 
posse^siion of his faculties i that the most, dark 
and sinister motives had originated the story of 
l^s..imheeilitjj. and that natUng but the yio- 
lf3M?e and ornelly of an usurper, -had occ^i^Q^ 
his unwarrantable con&>e0ieiit. Although shad- 
ed with'nielandioly> Mis co^nt^pihan^. b^ofc^n- 
ed amiability a^d a fine aat^Uig^ilce ; ^otn^^bis 
singing in the cave, it was incontel^ble tbali iw 
e$ix was as accurate ^a^ bis> VKHiee was linelodious ; 
his c<»)^versatio9: in , the* o^mcnenc^ment bad; been 
ratipoal. and eotlsistienl' : b^t lo Budle^i^sapfire- 
bansioi^ jthtr^ wad an ^ffemmtite> notto ^f'^ 
diseased s^3i^iUty»4n hisr .tr ejEfing ^erbis^dog, 
esf)ecially whei% he ^eooiem^t^lV wM\ ihis ito- 
natural exolimt^tdon of ^adness .at^ hos fethir^s 
death, which, as he was evidently not^defkmst 
in feeUi^, could only be attributed to a^ddtforr 
dered intellect. Persons afflicted -with a partial 
aberration, tar occasional isnbecilily of - i»k)d, 
would, he well knew, converse .for a time with- 



perfect m^foviemoa, and ibm uiiacoouittaU j 
deviate into mcsoh?am^;e wad fatuity^ a das* of 
sufferers in which he was disposed to plaoe thi* 
unhappy youth ; but still the mode and place of 
his confinement were unwarrantable, and the ap^ 
parent severity of his treatment (for he talked 
of being punished for merely conversing with a 
sticanger) was even more inexcusable. 

If the stem wages of war . had spmewhat 
blunted his feehngs of humanity, Dudley^s in^ 
dignation against the oppressor supplied its 
place; his pride, too, inflamed his sense of the- 
outrageous injustice exercised against one who 
was his cousin; who was in some degree a 
claimant upon his protection, in consequence of 
the pledge he had given to bis father ; who was 
young and helpless,, and the indisputable loid 
and owner of the whole maodon, in an obscure 
nook of which he was thus secretly imm^ired^ 
Above all, when he reflected that Sir Lionel^ 
who had already usurped the estates, to which 
the removal of Cecil would give him a legal 
title under the will of Sir Qiles, was luijyersally 
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ooiiaiderdd a dotigeroilkfl and ddiperate man, 
itcady to summon the powers of Hell to his 
ttMiBtance, ra&er fhaniail in his designs, he 
aaw' that there was not less reason to suspect 
hia tireaohefy, than to dread his reseritihent if 
ho attempted to counteract it. Cecil, more- 
over, watr under age ; Sir Lionel was his legal 
guardian ; if bis cousin^s perfect sanity were 
established, it would not withdraw him from 
th& suiipicious power of 'his present custodian ;'— 
if' his imbecility were proved, it > might only 
throw him the more inextricably into his 
dutches, and enable him to fasten at leisure 
the snares and fetters, which he seemed al- 
ready preparing to coil and clasp around bis 
vioCim. - Caution was^ therrfore, doubly neces- 
sary, both on bis cousin's account and his owii ; 
the least predpitatidti might occaaon some atro- 
city to be perpetrated towards the former^ and 
the numerous warnings he had recdved against 
9ir Lionel convinced him that be himself would 
stand in no little peril- should he hazard any 
open arraignment of his conduct. The dis- 

K 5 



274 THE TOB HILL« 

coyery he had made rendered it mote than e^er 
desirable that Sir Gileses dying wishes should 
be accomplished, by removing his unfortunate 
son from his present situation, and placing 
him with the Abbot of Glastonbury, who had 
always enjoyed an unblemished reputation for 
piety, virtue, iand learning : by the exercise of 
a little prudence and delays he was not without 
hopes of succeeding in an object which he felt 
it to be his duty never to abandon ; but for the 
present he resolved to temporize, to be wary 
and watchful, to endeavour to gain an insight 
into CeciPs real state, to fathom, if possible, Sir 
LioneFs designs, and to govern his subsequent 
conduct in opposing them by the disooveries he 
should make. Deeply revolving these plans in 
his head, be walked slowly back to the dwelling- 
apartments of the house, as the time wa»now 
nearly arrived, whidi bad b^n appointed for 
commencing the sports and ceremonies atten- 
dant upon the Minstrels^ Feast 
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CHAPTER i:^. 

What impious man is this-^what Cain 
Abhorr'd of God and man — ^whose r^ign 

On guilt is founded? 
At whose aeoiursed presence fall 
The ^^bol|( of pur f4th — and all 

Start back astounded ! 

Thb same' Sir Nicholas Hungerford of the 
elden time^ for whose soul Friar Frank had 1:>een 
appointed to «ay a mass upon Teneber Wednes- 
day^ as already reeorded, having subscribed the 
assignment of certain lands to the Abbey of 
Glastonbury, on an Assumption day, had chosen 
to <ionneet that conveyance with the minstriels^ 
felist, and to make the tenure dependent upon 
certain conditions to be observed by all future 
abbots« If the devout Sir Nicholas did not 
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upon other occasions eykice snore InMnanity 
than he dispUiyed in framing these r^ulatioaa^ 
he probaUy did quite rjlght in instituting these 
masses for the repose of hi^ soul; for the fonb. 
of the tenure ran thus — ** After dinaer all the 
minstrels shall repair to the abbey-^te of Glas- i 
toiftbury> without any manner of weapons, at*-; 
tending the turning out of the bull, which the 
bailiff of the manor is oblig^ to provide, and 
is there to have the tips of his horns sawed 
off, bis ears and tail cut off^ his body smeared 
all over . with soap, and his nose bfewn full of 
beaten pepper. Then the steward 9hall cause 
proclamation to be made, that ^1 .mapner of 
pMersons, except n^nstrels, shall ^ve^way to %im 
bull and not come within forty feet.^f him^ att 
their own peril, nor hipder theminftrds iur^th^ 
purs^uit of hvp^. , After .which pfoftanaticH^ the 
abbot^s bailiff shall turn out the bulLamoUg tfaie 
minstrels, and if any of them can cut eff^ pieoe 
of his skin, before be rui^s oujfc of $be idandiof 
Avalpn, or district of th^ l^bbey^ then he iad^ 
King of Music's |juU ; biit . if he^ get out q|. ihq^ 
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i«}aiiAiSMmd nfid uneuf^ tl)^ 'he is th^ Lord* 

f^ If the bull be takea, and a pieee of htm cut 
off, tbeo be shall- be b^nght to the baiilff^^ 
h^ofie, add'tiiere' odlarkl atid dfesded, and so 
bcQttight to #i€( bull-ring in the High-street of 
Glaslortittryv and there baited intb dogs,, the 
first courses in ^honour of' the king 6f music, the 
second in hoooti^ of ih^ lord abbot, the third 
of tiie4own,'afid'if'in($re, for divertis^ment of 
tibe'iipeetatorsi and alter he is' baited, the king 
dt^mmAc may dispose of him as he pleases.*" 

• This barbatdtrs eusloto, the preset abbot, a 
virtoous^and hunlane man/ had strenuousljfr en- 
deavoured to abolish, propOsiifg to offer to the 
itdnstf els -three' tinges the Vahi^ of the bull if 
tfai^ would forego their annual cruelties/ But 
thi> prior, • «&d fitther Barnabas, the subi-pribr, 
and tbe^-almotier, aifd the precentor,' all grave 
said reverend clerks, took prodigious alarm at 
the' very mention^ of the proposition, arid con- 
vened a meeting for the express purpose of op- 
posing it,^ wherrin it was very profoundly and 
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cogently urged^ that tboee were no dmesJcn* de* 
parting from the venerable inadtutioiia banded 
down to tbem by their ancestorB ;— ^hat aa the 
abbey bad regularly floufished and ineieased 
since the commencement of this laudable prac* 
tioci they could Oiot do better than leave well 
alone ;««-<md9 that at such a revolutionary sera, 
when rebels and atheists Fere trying to sap the 
fouadations of the churchy nothing could be 
more dangerous than to countenance any uu- 
principled innovations. Having adduced other 
arguments, equally ooncluiedve^ and thrown out 
various insinuations against newfangled doc- 
trines, and those who make a morbid humanity 
a cover for the most sinister des^s, they drew 
up their reasons for dissent in gzeat form, and 
presented them ;to their superior ; who, how* 
ever he might condemn the practice^ thought it 
better to allow it, than to introduce discord and 
disunion into his abbey. To this he was the 
more strongly influenced, as he justly piqued 
himsdf upcm the harmony of his establisliment, 
and the good conduct cf aU its membenB ; and 
was moreover aware, that as the suppression of 
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th^ liBi^et HKHiasteti^' had Already :|)av^ il!tt\d 
way for aft aitaek upon the greater <^ed, be 
could nbt be too* guardisd in preseMtig the 
goodimnlb for superior eonc<^d and decorum^ 
whieh hh dbbey had hitherto retailed. 

The ceremony accordingly proceeded con- 
formably to the faitentions of its ^ous and 
humane institutor, and the minstrels of the 
Honour, joined by those belonging to the To(r 
House, formed a procession, ' at the head of 
which wa» Sir Laonel on horseback, while Dud- 
ley and Beatrice, with a numerous train of ser- 
vants and otheri^ brought up the r^an In 
this manner they proceeded to the baililF's 
house, where ihe king' of miksie^s steward x;bm- 
manded an oyes to be made by one«if the band^ 
as orier of the court, ordermg all minstiisls with* 
iiL the Hcttiour to appear sad do th^rsuit and 
s^vice, on such pain and ^perilas the* eourt 
should inflict for their default. A jury- of the 
chief mdnstreb was then impanneled, to whom 
the stewaird delivered a charge in commendatioti 
of, the ancient sciends df music, showing what 
adwraUe effects it haa produced, what kings 
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aod noMe persons have' been piofessors tX it, 
what manner of persons the professors ought to 
be, and to admonish them to choose good ijnd 
skilful officers for the ensiung year. A second 
oyez was then made, with a proclamation^ thlit if 
any persbns could itifdrm the court of fault or 
offence committed by any minstrel within the 
said Honour since the last court, rendering him 
unworthy - of his profession, they were then to 
come forth and be heard. 

For the honour of the Hcmour, and of the 
musical brotherhood in general, we arelmppy 
to record that there wiere no complaints against 
scrapers of catgut, blowers of dbawms, or beat- 
ers of taborets ; so that the court, afiter gcAng 
through some other customary Jbnns, elected 
th^ king for* the ensuing year, disenssed^ a 
Bght refection of cakes and alej furnished* by" 
the new monarch, -and tiien prepared themsel^ra 
with great alacritjr for the most important fea^ 
tureof die day — the- Imll^hase. When Diid^ 
ley understood the cruel nature of this {»t)ceed- 
kkgj he hJEurdly expected Miss Fitzmaurice w^o*uId 
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wish to Jbe^a spectator of it; but so far from 
aay con^punctiovid visiting^ upon the subject, 
she declared that it generaUy proved excellent 
sport, and gallop^ ff^^J ^^ ^^ ^P^t iirhere the 
devoted animal was to be turned out. In the 
assemblage collected to witness the start, Dud- 
ley recognized the bearward^ whom he had en- 
countered at Hollowstone point, as well as his 
old acquaintance Will Mattock, and such a 
ruffian rabblement as might be deemed better 
adiqpted to the rough and sanguin^ury exhibition 
they came to witness, than the yoimg and beftu- 
tiful Beatrice. Her indifference to the suffer- 
ings of the animal, her enjoyment even of the 
sport it afforded, did not emanate from hard- 
ness of heart, so much as from a want of re- 
flection, and a general impression that whatever, 
minie^red to the pleasure of Six Lionel Fitz- 
maurice'^s daughter, must, as a mattei^of course, 
be a justifiable recreation. Nay, whqn Dudley, 
in the hope of extracting some remarks about 
Cecil, ventured to xefpet his absence, she waa 
provided with a sneer against those who affected: 
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or possessed a mcnrbid sensibiiky> imd spoke 
with a contemptuous pity of his popr odusin, as 
one who was ten times move girlish than her- 
self, who condemned all field^«ports as barba* 
rous, and oould hardly endure the sight of bkMxl 
without fainting. 

Dudley would fain have pressed this theme» 
although the tone of her vcnce, not less than her 
words^ evinoai that she ccinsidcirfid his ^^ poor 
cousin^' a mere object of compassion; but the 
bull, maddened by the tortum to which he had 
been prerkmsly subjected, was now iuraed out, 
and dashed aorosB the meadows with ai fmgbtfol 
impetuonty^ while Beatrice, giving hi^r palfrey 
therein, and disregafding the oegulatiipxi that 
prohibited approach to-aay btit the- nunstve^, 
galloped, cleae behind hii^. Not iess expert as 
a honsewoman, than &ail£)ss of. the infiitiateii 
animal, Ae skilftilly avoided him nfhen he torn* 
ed round, r^aewed the pursuit when he again 
rushed forward, and keeping ever upon his 
ttack, seemed to .be animated by the bellowing 
of the beast, and the shouts of his still more 
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btutal afisailants. A» v^ will do our readers 
the justice to believe that not even the graee, 
beauty^ and courage of Miss Fitznaaurice, emi- 
nei^ as they wo^e^ tan reconcile them to the 
uiif(»kihii&e ocoasioa Selected for thdr display ; 
as it pains us» moreover, to exhibit in an un- 
amiable point of view, one who had ulany re- 
deeming traits in her character ; and finally, aa 
we have a profound abht»*re&ce from all field- 
iqiorte, whether the object hunted be a roaiing 
buU, or a terrified hare, we shall beg leave to 
pass over the remaitider of this moming's' sptxt, 
(as hunters and baitiarj^ term their hweheoMtSj) 
and ask permission to rejoin the pfirty, ^^ 
they again met in ihe gtwt hall of the Tcr 
HoQse to enjoy 'the nmistrels^ feast; 

Ta eikm time for the busiriess and pleasurei 
of the i6x»'ning, the dinner bad been pn^xaoted 
to the onnsaallT late hour of two oVfeck, and 
Lady Fitzmaurioe, an^^ious to conbine {denty^ 
with eoonomy, had commenced, upon the system 
a[ the modern French restaurateurs, by aB^w^ 
ing her guests pain itdiscreiidn; a goodly loaf 
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being placed beside eadi trencher* The mealtf 
ooneiited of sabetantsal joints, beef and pork 
forming the staple, because their price had been 
fixed by Act of Parliament at a ha^prany a 
pound, while mutton and veal, which by ttie 
same statute were ordered to be sold at half a 
farthing more, were distributed with a- propor* 
tionally sparing hand. Flecks of brawn and 
gammons, were, however, not stinted, beeiUis^ 
they occasioned a considerable time in thar 
discussion, and saved other viitods; while geese^ 
pasties, and puddingi^pieqf, being also coofidend 
potent sedatives to the> appetite, oocupied their 
full share of the taUes. The caterers of feints 
were at that time relieved &om all trouble as 
to the vegetaUes ; no carsots, salkds, . tumipl^ 
cabbages, or other edible roots, ware pi^ueed 
in England ;• Queen Gatheme hersdtf, when^ she 
wanted a sallad, having (it » said) been obliged 
to dispatch a messenger £fx the purpose to 
Holland. Saked fish and meat, whoA were the 
generfd food of the oommon sort of peopte 
during the gpreater portio)^ itf- the year, #el^^ 



Q^oii.the pres^it Qoeasion but spaxingly inlT<K 
ditoed^' becdwe tliey weie pro^ooadoAs to drink- 
log; rwd as. the wtiole party were to go to 
ehusQh.a^r the dimier to make their oflferings, 
a^e^osding to andeiit custom, her 'ladyiship sub- 
jnitted to the steward thatit migbt be prudent 
to.dHute the ale with watev, lest any of > th^ 
party> fluBteied with (kink, should conduct 
thfi^selves indecorously at the altar. 
, Sir Lionel, and hb family occi]|ned the upper 
end>of t^'crof».tabla at the head c^ the hall, a 
large aaltceliar being placed in the centre, and 
Ibe. told obseavimoes Tatoined as to the indrd- 
duals of the household, "who 'diould sii abotre 
it or bejowit. In* th^^ )as' in every tiling else, 
ifaie. kni^tiafiSectfid state* . He never eilt^ed or 
4ui4(led his: principal sitting-iP0otii, or began a 
ini^al, irithput' muaie^ and^ an ^pftnn die pre^nt 
iiccasjon. the regular mmrtrel^ were 'all guests^ 
be bad placed trumpe|0n m the gallery, who, at 
a signid ham* fainoiel^ tikiunded a noise or flotl- 
rifll^ when Dr. Wieneh, his clerical secretary, 
fmnoi^Bced a< gi»ce, and' the meal began^ As 
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all ifasls bave a ftnnily likenesd to eadi oth^, 
andj however intoMtiiig to . die fxftvdes^ are a{^ 
to be nriber revolting to tke spectabm^ we stuitt 
leave BMueh of the present to ^tbe imagi&atkiii oi 
the reader^ eontentiog ourselves iriA atating 
that Dudyky, who was seated beside Beatrice^ 
wouldhtfve enjpyed her animated 'discourse, ^ 
well aa the bualling scene around him with much 
cordiality, could he have abstracted his thoughts 
from his unhappy cousin, who, instead of sitting 
in his own hall as the lord of the banquet, was 
imprisoned in a nanpw cell above it, to be 
annoyed with the clatter, add tunsuHl of gaests, 
whom be wfw not even allowed to see« 

Although eaaily recognisable as the prindpai 
personage in the hall, not less by the station he 
occupied, than by his striking figure and splen- 
did dress. Sir Lionel in other respects might 
have been taken for a stranger to the party, 
since his countenance, unaffected by the clamour 
.and hilarity with which he was surzounded, 
preserved its usual expression of a haughty 
serioufiness, or a slightly-marked contonpt^ Hk 
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though tSfifideed^ were evidently wandering from 
the aeene before him, to which howerer th^ 
qidckly adverted when any omission of the cere- 
jiionies^ ajid ahnost regal observances, which he 
exacted firom all his servants in w^ting upon 
himself, gave occasion for his stem and instant 
reprimand. The viands placed at his end of the 
board were of superior quality to the rest^ and 
he had a page or cupbearer behind him, who 
occasionally supplied him with Romagna wine, 
or spiced Hippocras, from a silver tankard which 
seemed to be reserved for his special use. 

From a sense of duty to her husband, whose 
magnificent style of living filled her with con- 
stant apprehensions of embarrassment and debt. 
Lady Fitzmaurice was for ever preaching the 
virtues of economy, and enforcing her precept 
by such petty savings as it fell within her pro- 
vince tP effect^ although they were but as so 
many dropa redeemed from a perpetually flow- 
ing stream of extravagance. Thus actuated, 
she could be parsimonious and even mean, as 
we have shown in the considerations that had 



imt^^iow^ev^&r liigg«»dly «Hte ifliglll^be^h Ae 
theory) AiKKn edd Mo^^/herMftd neeA^kcMpilb. 
Ue Kettrt ^x|iMd^ iinlil a ^iitoc^sas imtliafity, 
Mtf her Mf^-wcnFii oomiM^iahee iMsiffiflate^'Ife^ 
.to "Ae h«p]p3r ftMStB ffiPMitd iD^ry ii4idli ^libe'^- 
aes^ tb^faf he«rty efiji^rtMftt of the feeust; and 
listened to th^)ot4Hltfoutldb of mirth aald laugh, 
tnr. As h^ cons^etiee raftote bet fer'the penu- 
rioufflieM rile liad previously displayed^ she per- 
fortiied a dmracteristic p^aiice hy going round 
to the dMfevent taMosi aoil ftltreiaAihg'tiie '^ests 
w^ to flfj^e the muttdn aid veal/to whtdi they 
•'Were quite as welcome aii to the cheafyw* viands, 
ftie inquired intb the grants of each board, 
itfd^red ftl^ih tuppli^s «i they wer^ teqnired, 
and even took an opportunity of whkiperit9ig ib 
the steward that he need not water the ale, as 
4be Gompiiny seemed to be of gentle aiid' discreet 
lieaiang, atid would not, i^ was well assured, 
de iriiBifie t» their entertiiinnietot, by any iWe*. 
veraort or unbecoming demeajnoCtir in the churdi. 
'^ White *e was th68 bustling'^ tAout, aiid difc 
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rcgardkig aU the cold and stiff stateMnese whicli, 
by the nuuMieni of the a^^, her rank rend^^ 
k UKHimlieiit upon ber to observe, Beatrice's face 
had been Idadliog with, an angry blush of 
shame, ^le bit her lip, fidgeted upon her seat, 
.eodearoured by ccmversing eagerly with Dudley 
to withdraw his attention froou such ignoble 
deportment ; but when the direction of his eye^ 
and the smile of ridicule upon his face, convinced 
h^ he had observed it, she lost all pati^ice, and 
accosted her ladyship as she passed with a pe- 
tulant and tart rebuke, beseechii^ her not -to 
expose herself any fisurther by waiting upon such 
an inferior crew, but to let the officers, servimts, 
and menials of the household, perform their 
duty, while she resumed her own bj^ returning 
to her seat. 

Although the manner, in which this advice 
was given, was not much more respectful than 
the matter, her ladyship received it with great 
meekness, exclaiming with a good-natured smile 
-^^^ Lack-^a^day, lack-a*4ay ! daughter, I wo^ 
^uot foe a luuD^df ul of silver groats do any thing 

VOL. I. o 
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utiBMntf , but I ODuM dot dt still, if* I Acmgbt 
these poor fellows, so merry and wathmppy is 
they are, needed aaj^ht to cOtOfi^b^ thfefir 'g«>ad 
cheer. Bless them ! ft is a Mttftort' to otK^« 
heart to lock upon them ; for though "we ^fMi 
. have greater folks and fin»* doublets at the Tc^, 
we sddom hear such hearty laughter, ors^ subh 
gladsome faces. They have made merry, and 
the feast is well nigh done; so, as you wish it,' I 
will e'en sit me'doWn again in my stat6;^ She 
had scarcely done so, when there was a ery of 
" Silence, silence! a speech from Master Captain 
BAsset,"— a name which Dlrdley could hafdty 
hiear without indignatfon, when he recollected 
Cecirs words, and concluded that this was the 
same individual, of whose severities he appeared 
to' stand in awe. On looking to the lower end 
of the principal table he beheld a coarse, square- 
set fellow, with black mustachios*, whose fiery 
^nd blotchy face betrayed habitual potations, 
WhHe his thick, hoasrse speech, and blnfsteritig 
m^iiner, attested the frequency crf^hts recent afv 
plieaticms to a large ale^jack, that stood emfjiy 
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.by life aide.. " My npble inas1»iv Siif Woo^l 
FitEOfwume^^ he, e^dauaed) ^^an^ M. ploa^ 
your woi!skif)^ youJiftve feisusted u^iiJce^ «| kii>g, 

Ibank you my master, and our g<^ cat;eress 
he? ladydbip^ and. the. boopy-brow^ ^Misfreae 
Beatriee'as well, ai>d so we do all.: an^yfqr, y<3^u 
scjrapjag auA piping rogues, an&w^i? ! a^djQUa 
m^i^ure to aU friends round couptyi^.wlio. %ye 
,a penny in their pouch, and a ^tqut h<eai|t in 
their bodies, and a good sword. by ,t);^ir si4p|ij 
;to bid defUmce to all . Sir LiqxipVs ^pi^inies, 
,cfp&a ox. secret, (sj^a^a or. unshaven,, in <?9,wl,'<^r 
jpap, in thrum bonnet or scarlet hfit, Sboy^.it 
aboutf handle your jugg, fill yojat pQt^i . j^pt 
your whiskers, and. huzza for. pM^ ..hf)st, a^ 
Jbostess, and may they long live to,ki^s«p^^ano- 
^ber as merrily as cup and can." .. 

After this specimen of ale-inspired ijoratoxy 

the bealtlis were drunk, the cheers wjere givf^, 

. and the party rising immediately after^a^ds 

f^om tft^Ie, Were arranged by the king of wv^^ 

\,«i4l4^ oncers, in proper ord^. for procieedipg 
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tatlifit<cl|iipcti| and q)itkips,tb^ pustpxoarjr off^^ 
Uigs.«t Baini Clary's sbrioe, AYVpodjcnpj^f^itiay- 
ipg jbceu l)eld on thp sau^e d{iy, foi: the; ejection 
of keepers .and oifip^rjsf ip the Ch^9 1(&^ one of 
tlio Hungerford nmnors was teiTf^js^O.^ ^^U 
as £ar killing the 3aint-Mary buck^ ^hjich they 
iayari^bly presented to the abbot on o|ir Lady- 
day, the Assumptipn^ the, wood-master, and his 
ineu came jU> swell th^ procession of. the saifis- 
trels, the chief keeper, bearii^ the buck's h^ead 
cabossed and moyed in silver, a|id a^ tjh^, others 
fftrryinggree?) bough? in th^f,lfa»d^,^3:jje. min- 
strels, wbo.were*novf (^JJtfct?d,J^pi,t]fcjejgreat qourt, 
and j(»ned as l^ef(9(Jre^,by,.^^.^pinpst|9 Jbja^d of 
Sir Lioniel^ w^re i^ho rfljDJlfpd,i?\. their proper 
degf^s And, p)^C€^#, w^h^ ,tlip pi;pcefsi9f^ agaip 
set .^orth, he^d^d by. the knight Qr\ h9rseback. 
Du^^^y and J^^tric^, also, on Ijoji^peback, follow- 
ed the file, and the same uumeirous retinue of 
9ir. LiweVs. officers, se^^vaats^, and retainers^ 
most of , whom wei:e ay med, brought, up the 
i^i^r- , .Upon;9toi:ting, ^the foi)emost keeper blew 
a sctkf . tQ >xhich *Q the others replied ; yd^^n 
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they (^ftt'M^'fhfetiyitolfa':5f tttfe Tor'Hdiffi^J W 
WanJ^'d' i" f'ecMat; wliich \^a!^ ailswered fti -^^ 
isame faiailnW ;^ atid ^iitx)ti reaching thtf dbbfey- 
gate,' bcrti ktej)6r ^nd minstrels i^riick up 'k 
loud dnd tnerry peal, which sefemed -%tx> ' ftiake. 
the hollow chapels aiid doisters of the sacked 
pile start, as they echoed back sach unhkllowed 
and unaccustomed tnerriment. 

Glastonbury Abbey > at this period covering 
with its numerous chapels and offices not less 
than sixty acres bf grotfnd, and constituting dne 
of the most Venerable,' ektehisive, iand itiagnificetit 
structures m fihglay(J,'6otild not be contempla^. 
ted,' even In its efxt^tibr, "without a deep feellbg 
of nwe and aSinf Nation! lUie consciousness^ 
its hkving been founded at the Very 'fiiist itifttd^ 
dufcitibn" of Christianity; Ihb riiahy inirifeuloufi 
circumstances b'elibved' to be ctetiected ^tl'th ilj 
the i^ecbllectibn that it was tliie bliriali-place iof 
^King Arthur and other'iliustrious persobAjfes dt 
histoiyi the ehormdus JDiossesdons and' reVeiitl^ 
attached'to it, and tW weH knOA^n-poWer dtid* 
state ' of the- abtibt^'whicAi ' Wetfe. 'icar«6ly^ l^sfi 
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tlian regal,' all tended to halldw atid eiklt it tb 
the mind ; wHile the s^se was lioi less foraMy 
struck by the Bolemnity of the gothie architec- 
ture, and the stupendous ptoportiotas of the 
whole sacred edifice. 

However profound might . be the reverence 
inspired by the view of* the exterior, the feelings 
were almost overwhelmed by the sublimity of 
the scene that presented itself on entering the 
building, whose apparently interminable aisles, 
and successive tiers of lofty arches, were all 
veiled in the. dim religious light admitted 
through scutcheoned and emblazoned Vinddws, 
a mysterious medium which deluded, f^^hile it 
delighted^ the eye, by coriceafing the extent of 
the pile, and thus affording the greater play to 
the imagination. The church, however,, was in 
reality of a greater l«igth than any cathedral in 
England, except old St. PauPs, while the magni- 

ficence and beauty of its embellishments ^ere 

''■ ' '"'j' 

commensurate with the grai^deur of the di^gn. 

Beatrice having been requested by her fatlier 

not to dismount, as he himself meifely'entelred 
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the. church in coniplisnce with tb^ ceremonial, 
and wished, qot his daughtei: to pay the abbot 
the compliment of visiting him^ i^c remained on 
horseback, and Dudley would willingly have 
stationed himself by her side ; but as Sir Lionel 
invited him. to enter with th^B and view the 
building, as Well as the proceedings of the pro^ 
cessionists, he reluctantly quitted his horse, and 
joined them. To add to the solemn effect of 
the glorious edifice w« have described, highma* 
was being celebrated, at the time he entered it,^ 
in one of th^ numerous, and exquisitely enriched 
side-chapels with.whidi it was flanked, so that 
although he, could see none of the priests, minis- 
trants* and choristers, a fuU-toned swell of har- 
mony came pealing along the body of the church, 
in which the mellow tones of the organ and other 
wind-instruments were mingled with the deep 
notes of the monks, and the exquisite .sweetness 
of youthful choristers, whose voices had been 
taught all the melodious intricacies of art ; while 
the .faint odours of fratikincense and myrrh 
stealing upon the air and awakening ideas of the 
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Deity to whose seririce they were consecrated, 
at once steeped the senses in delight^ and entran- 
ced the' soul in a profound and holy fervour. 

"While Dudley, although not gifted with 
much sensibility, was thus forcibly impressed, 
he thought he could observe upon Sir Lioners 
countenance a scornful smile, as he measured the 
building with his eye, and exclaimed in an iro- 
nical tone— ** This is the vain pomp that hath 
swelled lip the pride of prelates until they fancy 
the church their own house, and themselves the 
^ods of it ; but the hour is coming when this 
bloated pile, and the still tnore bloated pride it 
hath engendered, shall both burst like a bubble.^ 

As this speech was little in unison with Dud- 
ley's present feelings, he made no reply to it, and 
the procession pasiSbd on until they reached the 
transept, or crdss-aisle, leading down to the 
chapel of our Lady, in which the service was per- 
forming with great pomp. The building itself, 
in the richest style of the florid Gothic, received 
a much stronger light than that in the church, 
through numerous arched perforations, which 



THE TOB HXLL. ^7 

threw an uDequalled airiness and ekgance ovj^r 
the whc^e Btruqtur^ ; advantagpjjisly 'displaying 
4^ cliiBters of. slender columns ai they ^ot 
loftily lip, and were lost in the ^ulted inch- 
aess of the elaborately fretted roof, as well as 
Ae splendid carvings of foliage and fruit, ten- 
d^ils and flowers, entwining each other in the 
compartments that separated, the mouldings. 
Around the altar, blazing with wax tapers, jew- 
elSj, and pyx, patins^ chalices, cruets^ crosses,, cen- 
sers and font of silver, stood the nuiinerous sacred 
establishment of the buildings all attired in, the 
imposing, spleQ4our prescribed by the Homish 
x^remonial, and Go^ridng every gradation. and 
i^e^ from the hoary standard-hearers, whose l<x^ks 
had been £:radually whitened in the service of 
the abbey, to ^. the blooming young choristers, 
and their still more iuvenile brethren who were 
gracefully w;aving to and fro their fumii^g vessels 
of incense. But by far the most striking figure 
of the whole w^as'th^ venerable abbpt himself, 
arrayed in tunic and Dalnoatic^ a fringed i9;iani- 
file. ^Qibroiderod with crosses, entwined about his 

o 5 
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left arm, a surcingle, twisted like ^^fffga^y tisd 
over his tunic, a grey amice on;his hftod^ ?K^^ 
emblazoned cross over the foreh^ea^, and an illu- 
minated missal in his left-hand, froi)9, l^peath 

4 

which coloured rays seemed occasionally to flash, 
as the light fell upon the rubies and diamanife 
jacinths and smaragds, of his numerous xiq^ 
Wearing these in compliance with pre^riptive 
usage, as the property of the abbey ^ i\pt his 
own, and as emblems meant to dignify the office, 
not its ministrant, he appeare4 to be the only 
person insensible of his magnificent inYestmeat ; 
nor could any unprejudiced spectator deny, as 
he lifted up his aged features^ and fixed his 
meek eyes beaming with devotion.^jpon heaven, 
that the splendour by which he wa^ 3uinx>und0d 
served but to render more impressive thefervouc. 
erf his piety, and the \inaffected humility of :lus 
deportment. 

Dudley, and the party to which he wasijoined^ 
continued in the transept until the service was 
completed, when Sir Lionel, desiring them to ga 
forward and make their ofierings, while he bioK 
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self I'^aihed where he was, the wooduiaster 
^iMiraiiced'ahd bnered up the buck's bea^, i^9yed 
itt silver; all the keepers then wound a mortt 
three times upoii the horns, after which, each 
of them niieide a penny oiFeringy the minatjrels 
piayhig 'during' the ofiering-time^ The .mu- 
dieians, in their turn, deposited a penny ea^h 
to \Xie kccompaniments of the horns, when the 
prodfe^ilim marched back towards the great 

draiich 'in the same order, and Sir Lionel ad* 

.■•••■ 

vanced to make his own offering. 

Fi'om the Cmusiiat circumstance of his ap- 
p^arrdg'at all in the church, and from th^ ,no- 

torietj^ of the feud existing between himself 

, ' *■ • ' "-'•■■' 
and the abbot, a deep interest was excited 

ambiig aR the spectators, but more espepallj 

with those attached to the sacred building, ,tQ> 

mark thd nature of hi& offering, as well as the 

demeanour of the two principals, who, though 

thiey had been so long opposing one another's 

plans, had scarcely ever so closely encountered 

as now. ' A low murtnur ran through the re- 

ligiobs 'throng, and they pressed slightly for- 
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w«rd^ 4UI Sir lionei .«d vAQcedy ;with A^^Uiy pat 
tint iiuide the m^rUe pttvw»«i^. ^cho , jkor his 
filqp0» mod a storn look tbat seemed to bid de- 
dkoceto the wbab aaaainbliigeu .AM^^.byjiis 
iiM^eslic figure, hi# feraudable eword^toriirliipb 
m ttMttiy:deed0 df Mood weve attached^ his fiecce 
eye, aad his Uaok flowix^ beards not less than 
by his reputatioQ for an alliance with the Pow- 
ers cf DisrkatsB, the yow^g eh^sters /shuddei^ 
moA shrank behind one another, as he .passed 
tiiem; while the monka themselves betragred 
emotions, in which a«entiment of strong diaUke 
seeniai to'^be not unmingled \^th' a Ba3^ei30U8 
fisKT. Without noticing their looks, or altering 
tho .exipressioa of his iown. Sir Lionel stalked 
iwtrard until he approached ,a large imi^e of 
fiaittft Mary^ enclosed- in a sort of i^hrine, which, 
«a aocCMAnt.of its exquisite ^orkmanship^.and 
AetdeUcaoy ' of its decorations, was always, co- 
' Teredwith a curtaiBi ejx^ept when service was 
' . peribffmed^ jon which occaskms it was drawn, up. 
On hil litming opposite to this figure, the cur- 
tm stt^d^ly -i^ without beii^ touebsd^.an 
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culiar ehretini6tfii6cto, and M^g< upoaMlbdiptoe- 
tonceived t)pini<dQ»s iiespectkig Sir Li<inel, ««ii^t 
Well startle the k«dt "duperstitifms observer, and 
wtiich'was instantly magmfied into a rahtide, 
when an unknown voice in the thr«»ig ciicd nut 
that he had seen tlie image lift ivp itfi arm 1 

Consterimtton now sat npoti every cbunie- 
nitnce ; many of th)B' gazers <;ro88eJ thediselTes, 
and repeated thdr prayers in a' nAii^pevii^^toiie, 
others ejaculated words of terror; aU.'dtew 
back as he approached them ; brory eye w«8 ri- 
vetted tb him' ai^ if atyettted by some icppaliiog 
and portentous vision* Sir Lionel, hoiwv^r, 
paksed on with unaltered ^affeliftess and seoto ; 
but he had no sooner depodtedi^his offining 
upon the altar, than thelaige stiver cnidbfix 
Which w»8 fixed aboVe it, Ml doW«i mmd!<the 
saovd vessels, with a discordant dashy thatisent 
atfarHl, an iigony of -awe, to «Tfery hearty .^and 
oecaffloned ^ cry 'of fewror to bn^t from ^jihupst 
eveiylip. The yonng ohoristers) and tiie wbble 
of 'tiber flemaie Visitents 'flt^d'tKrougti the^cfatiscb, 

o7 
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shriekiiig:iii wld dianay* > SaaiiB'ofc'tlie&flBonitB 
stood aghast and jnotiontes^ ^e)islftTiiigi)«kai><^ 
tues of tem>r ; otben huddkd bageikitT^^fmS 
clung to one anodier^ as if &v mutind prote&« 
tion; wbika third party imitated the-OLanqde 
of their aUxit, ' wfao» JalliBg upcm ins itrneea, and 
clasping his handst^ exdaimed in a ycace^i im-: 
dered loud and enevgetie by a nungled passiosi 
of piety and abhorrenoe,-^^^ Begonefvem asmoing 
us, thou unhappy hkhi ( bapk to the abodes at 
Dagen and -of -Belf hack to the feUowsbip 
of Satan^ Belial, and AabtaiDth 1 Avaiinl 1 . 
avautit f and itvoid ^o(uvpKsenoe>! .-And ya, ok. 
ye daemons, who have thus boldly .dMxdto.iit- < 
vad6 this .faouM of Gods I eKorahe ye bjiciAe 
great > Triume, 'Whose chmen t^mpb yehani . 
profanedv— »by alt ^6 graiDe.acqiiiyad.>fbr.nsf^ 
by the grlu>e of fMth. coaferred in i baptismal of 
fortitude^ in confirmation, of charily iiiithaeu- 
charist^ of justice in penance, of hope in ex* 
treme imetion, and of prudence in hcdy oideis, 
and by all holy men and women, the Mn^ci 
God, who now inherit eternal glory, aiM bjoi 
all their mrerits, that y^u remove your pnr« i7< 
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While lie Iwl beeH'Uttenng this exorcism* 
whidiwas partcf the eBtftbU«bed ibrsi for ex- 
pelling djerooos from a hantntiecl houde. Sir 
Lionel, mrveying the. kneeling {HMtor »&d his> 
fear^tricken flock, with a look r of contieinpt^. 
uous rage that awdled hts noitriUr ftnd t^ven 
ma^e his beard < movei up and down, ta thi^i 
angry i&flotioiM, strode adkWArt ike jchapel, 
followed by the eyes ot the whcfle assemblage, 
which, oonlinuediramorably. fixed Upon hm 
statdiy figure, until it w^s kfit in .the distfint- 
indifttinotnesft of this thui^h. 

*^ Bring me abyssHmr died the abbot, d^ing 
up fiom his kiiee» — '^ asd holy iwater, and. the . 
crucifix, the sacred 4^xnboLof dutlfeith f aadlet. 
us pray unto Heaven and all its saints^ fof ym 
are not able of our^selves to avoid the snares. 
of the Devil. If the Lord said unto Joht 
(he quoted the Latia Yulgiite,)^--^^ the node ^. 
the Leviathan pierceth through snares. Ctw^t. 
thou draw him. out with «^ liooki or his 
tongue with a oord whidi thou lettest downf 
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CuMt d)Q« put A. hook kthM po^ or boare 
bia JAw.thrpugh wuh« tfapm? Wittdbe msike 
W7 !8up|4iocition uota tthee f WiU b^ cqneak 
fioli wards •tiiito tb«e? Witt he make i^ cove^ 
Hoot wju^h ihee t Wilt thou take him for « 
seirrmt for ever ? Wilt thou ,play wkfa him fte 
wkh »a "bird, or wilt thou bind him for thy 
Oiaadens? Canst thou fill hie skiii with barbed 
iM0a$, or hn ^head wjth fish-speiurs? Behold 
tho^b^pe is io vaiu'! Shall not one be^Jsaet 
^im etren at the sight of bim?*' — If *we are 
tbttp M|>leBs (o trample upon L^via^aan) how 
iil«eb more iii>potent are we to l^fead de^^ 
Saliao *and the power of Hell I WheHbse, 
bring -mequicldy the sacred herb> and <he holy 
wa4»ei!) and the blessed oructfiK, and let* us 
purify 0Ur defiled chapel, imd'in){riore the akl 
of Heaven and its saints, and all join in the 
Ave Maria Gratis, before we again raise the 
curtain, which the offended queen of Heaven 
has drawn before her, that she might not gaze 
•ufiQii icme^ of the aibcursed, and a'foUcHK^^ ^f 
Bi^I, Bedkebubr, and Abaddon.^ ' ' i 



• 

MNM>veriBg tlieinsetveB, and begiMm^^t<y Hadvi 
|[&€N(tt lEi eicecution of t)ie abbiyt*«^i6%<dMd; Dd^ 
1^ who in die' bewilderment of the' mamait 
had remflikied leatting against the ^ccflut^ win&t^ 
he had first plaoed hitnsdf, at lenj^ istarted 
from his trance, and prepared 't€>'^ll6W Sk 
I/Umel. He had traversed the dhiipel in ^ebu- 
ticm of this purpose, atiA 'was'^titetfeg ^the ^a^iA 
body of the church, when he felt himsdft^itchf. 
ed by the sleeve by * some otae ^behind hhn, ah^, 
as'he^opp^ and l^ked y^fund, he b<^ehl Mtk 
Franks Pointing to the 'eiit«2lffice>doo^ of ^e 
dycTFcb, where, iA' the sti«OBg tight that ^treams^ 
th»Ottgh k, the fortn df 'Sir liionel was stfll 5re- 
^ogftisable, the 'monk fiihook his 'finger impoM- 

aiively at hitn, exclaiming in W^ deep vefc^, ^ 

■"■,.-. .- .• • .-..'?, 

^' Quare^ quare hoc fedati? , • 

Ubi tale didicisti^ 
Inimice6nicis<!1iris<l?" ' 

and then turning to Dudley he covdnoied^^ 
^^ Had I not wairant, my son, when !• bade 
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you ware the hawk r I trust you forgot not 
inter matih-mass this morning to ^y as I bade 
you-^" k caecitate cordis,' libera nds, Domine ?^ 
fbr so might there be hope that your eyes and 
heart would be opened to the nature of the 

r 

Devil's vassal, beneath whose roof you were 
going to abide.*" 

^* Indeed, good father, I forgot it altogether, 
but I hope there could be no sin in the oniission, 
as I never suspected " 

'^ Say not so, say not so ; could you not sus- 

pect from what I tdld you,' and are you not 

cert^n from what you have now seen, that ybii 

are a d,weller with one before whom the syid- 

bols of our religiion fall prOistrate, >and at whose 

apph)ach the holy'queien of HeaVen di^Ws a 

veil before her eyes? He is greats powemil^ 

wealthy, * sed fide boni, lubrica sunt fbrtUnse 

dorta :* wherefore, I say once more,- If you wo'iilij ' 

not-be caught in the Devil's snare, and b^'thade ' 

a bondsman^ of Beelzebub, dvoid Min ajid' Ui^'^ 

house, as you would flee from the wrath' "to"' 
come." - -I > .^ ^ : -. ' ^'1 • . 
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^* §uch is my settle^ purpose, so poon, as I 
h^ve, 4ischarged the commissioD^with.whiQh X 
stand intrusted, and which a sense of (|uty, the 
discoveries I had previously made, and what^ I 
ha,ve.now observed,' all impel me the^nore reso- 
lutely to acpomplish. If you again find me in 
his power when this is done, I vow to offer a 
silver crucifix to the shrine of St. Mary, three 
times more weighty than that which has \>efix^ 
just thrown down.*" ^ v 

" You are now in his power, and ijiay do, well 
to.fulfil the vow if you escape ; but 'ware the ex-; 
ample of the Welshman, yho, in a stormy vpwj^d 
a taper a^ big as.the mast of a ship^ to be in port ; 
but,' on shore, paid our Ladj with a little c^ndle^ . 
offering her tolwig, hipi if she (pver.tqpk Jbifij. 
on the sea again.'^ <. . ~r . ; " 

" Fear me not, father, fear me not, andsttk^ 
hearty thanks for your friendly counsel, which 
shall not be lost upon me; but I may np lojager.. 
tarry, for yonder I see Sir Lionel . seaitchii:^, 
around as if he were, awaiting me." 

** By the holy blood of Hales 1 you would do 
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ybu*ate«' When abiakop^ iwho^imi^sB^rlti^^His 
brenaiTv'viMK caoennad aniioiite' toi^wait upoh 
Gbarleuagaey h» ficptt finssbed^ bi8i<h<^' offlc^, 
laiMli'tfaenr told'the-kiDg he wmiU^'have j^mBle 
BODtiary butthkt he had 'been -sptakiog tdr-a 
(jDcatJsr king than himselfi Bo I teU you j my 
•OD^ ynu ate betteV' ^engagqd with a* servant ^ 
Christ, although one of the hutmbl^st^'tbaD^vftth 
-.theaaigfaty Lociftt^ evenshcmid.hebeAcfa yoii 
•iritb aiQitptre^ and/t^mfltyou withaciowii. ^fi^ 
gonAi yboat ' Uke a ragingi lion; seeking ' wfaonijie 
may di^vour. Look tM>t bUo hi» open aiouthji but 
do ya«r 6oaiii»isidoeA purpasaxjulckly; fly; 6aam 
^thfe^4fceufrwd'oiie| and then 'geek me oujt, ihaliUBe 
may sing together, in gratitude: for your ddi- 
^BBorancey-^Hoi^na m excelfits ! • till.wbm^-aalte 

'y. >1lhe> iriar turned baok towards the ^p^ 
^dbcnce die fiounds of the Antj Maria, dumMsd 
mth more than vasal reveranee hy the af^kmrnA- 
rmi maaks^ wece akeady begiBniBgL>tp the jl^t urd^ 



THRr Tpi^* Htt^t. ^606 

ib9t grtotf ebtirohit ' Sir I>ioneVi bad' rode/dtD trilh 
, B^Birioe {- hat ahoFseand isdnmnt IMeingilaft'&xr 
hun, he moanted'and presently overtook Ibeni. 
The presence of the. daughter prey^fttedi him 
£rpm making any allusion, to the my steriodsy if 
not miraculouB, occurrendes of DtFhieh'he hadbe^i 
a witness : Sir Lionel preserred a stem silence; 
^and but little oolloquy passed between his com- 
panions, as Dudley was not in 'H ^frakne of- mind 
Sot trivial conyertui.tien^ ^nd * Beatrice was «nuch 
tick) haughty to intrjUde disCcmrse ^w^hereitwas 
not graciously weloamed,^and e^^sly returned. 
la this unpleasant tnood, where dll felt thie awk- 
wardness of the protracted silenoe, and yet each 
was too proud dr too reserved to break it, they 
rode on till they reached the but«>po^si of the 
^Tat Hoiise, though whose embattled gateway 
Dudley could not again pass, without a mis- 
giving conviction that he was placing himsdf in 
the bands of a dark and dangerous mani^wbe, 
having imprisoned the rightful owner, 'md 
ii&UTped a powev anda domain to which he was 
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not entitled, appeared resolved to mainfain 
them, even by the sacrifice of his own soul, 
and an alliance with the dread enemy of man- 
kind. 
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